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ErnlISTON- -Noted Pioneor 

Andrew 
Bdm~ton Esq . of Scotch Irish ancestry , late of 

of this biogra9hic memoir . The 
the lower Levels is the subject 

1 t · hi is traceable to 
tmocdiate ancestry of the Edmiston re a lons p 

I.:atthew Dimiston , who came to Augusta County , Virginia , from 

Chester County , Pennsylvania , among the earliest settlers of 

Aue;usta County, about 1740 or very soon af'ter . 

James Edmiston, a son of IITatthew · the ancestor was one 

of siX children and was born in Augusta County J October 7 J 1746 

and died October 7 , 1817. James Edmiston I 5 wife was Jane Smith 

'from Ireland , \,ibo was born October 17, 1746 and died rilay 20th , 

aged 91 years . Andrew Edmiston, son of James , was born July 

22nd , 1777 . Soon after his marriage \'Vi th Mary GilJiiland January 

8th 1807, Ux . Edmiston settled near Locust, on lands at one time 

owned by George Callison. 

(Polly) Edmiston, let it be 

noticed here t hat she nas a daughter of the first IolTS . Jame s 

G11l1land (~yd1a Armstrong ) born Ootober 17th, 1755 and died 

ID. reference to TJrs . Mary 

Jul.J' 23rl , 1617 . IJrs . Polly Edmiston was born July 4th , 1790 
caA "'0 a brtde at 17 year:) of age . Her death OCCUl."'red January 

? , 1677 , uurvtV1nC hor hU:Jband thirtoen 
years . James Gi1111o-d 

li r ta.t~.9r . 111:&8 born in A ,~ ueuot o C ou.n ...... P V "J~~ 1rein1tl) Maroh 16th 
11' o.n4 dl d r Obrunry l H h , 11)44 llOru.·-P,dl1n S ' 

<T C . g prinss , 
tJ , n d gS yonro . 111. 

(I oond w11'o W0 3 

h widow"d. mllth~-r of Antll: 
'" ::dm1tJton 8, th1a J·tAgO Cr . GUl llnnd b olU:lo 

• 

s . 

, 



_2-

well 
as/a

s father-in-law, a relation -
Andrew Edmiston 'S step_father 

--'lel in the history of 
ship so unique as to challenge a pa"~ 

Pocahontas marriage ..relationshiPs. 
This James Gilliland 's father VIas named Jlathan Gilli-

l::md I about whom we have nO particulars. By the first marriage 

there were six sons; Robert , James, Nathan , WilliaIU,Samu
e1 

and 

George, and six daughters; Jane, Sarah, Elizabeth, Nancy , Lydia 

end l~a.l.7 (Polly») the last named the wife of Andrew Edmiston . 

' bat lends inteTest to "'lhat has just been said about James Gilli

land's f1rst family is the fact that there are cogent reasons for 

believing that Honorable Mark Hanna of Ohio is a descendant of 

O~e of the above named sisters. 

It is also interesting to menti on that Andrew Edmiston 

r.as a lineal descendant of Sir David Edmiston , cup- bearer to 

J~e5 1st of Scotland j also of Sir James Edmiston, standard

bea......," of the r oyal colors in the battle of Sheriffmuir (1715) . 

In the Revolutionary Wax ltir Edmiston 1 5 anc t . es ors were distin-

~ ~~ 5 uountain . Several guished and notably at t he battle o~ v <_ " ' I' 

')1 h1.e e;rendsons vtere rood Coni d u e el~te soldiers in the late war 

b~ el!n tbe !:itateB . 

·'r . und Ill-a ~ Edmiston wore t J 1e parents of ~1ve sons ond 

:1·,11 ehterlS . Lv41n Eli ~ J :~nboth , J ono , Uartha , Mary I Jrune s, 

• ~\."" I J .. n4r " Jno~oon --d 'U. W1111nm • 

• .(74ta "ltdDt<:rn .:.~ ,. D trI'll"r1 (l t.o Ribh MeN 
01 

I 1. . gran -son 
, Oll.a tit the. 0"1/"1,,,,1 a ~Ll ra ot Littl loov 19 

.... 111 1'<>,", . 
• t 
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"issouri , in Jamesport, a 

Senior and settled in Davies County, w 

.. ~s located on his farm and l?-ence was 
torm of 1200 population ,,~ 
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oalled Jamesport. -

Jane Edmiston 

as havin6 gone west • 

became I,ITS'. Abram Jordan, mentioned elsewhere 

So far as knorro to the writer she lived in 

;;ansas l'Ii th her daughter, Mrs. Vlilliam Renick . 

IJartha Edmiston married Franklin Jordan and settled in 

Missouri J where she died leaving no surviving children. 

Mary Edmiston was an invalid all her Iii'e and never 

oarried. She went with her brother George Edmiston to Niss ·ouri. 

1:.athew Filmiston married :Minerva Bland in Vieston and settled there. 

Kis name appears in the history of our state as one of the most 

distinguished of' our native born citizens. In Lewis History and 

government of Vlest Virginia mention is made of this distinc;uisbed 

can a s :follo'r.s: II Judge Edmiston was born September 9 , 1814 at 

Little ~velsj Po cahonta.s CO\U1ty , where after recei~ a common 

school education he was admitted to the bar in 1835. Four years 

arter he removed t o Lewis COWlty, wh'ch 1 ~ ater he represented in 

both branches of the G 1 A ener a ssernbly of Virginia . I n 1852, he 

nan choaen a JudGe of the Circuit Court , in which position he 
continued until 1860 . He Vias elected to a s eat in t he Con sti_ 

~1onal Convention of 1872 but be cause of i ll healt h 
Ht)" . Ile he d i d 

~ n appointod a Judgo of t h S 
0>10 in lte6 .. 0 upreme Court of 

• but ono your before hi \J . 
J 1 . ~ Mth . 
u,._ :.\o1a\on 41.0 Juno 29th, 1 B7 at hiS f:. Oft f 'Lotrta Cou.n "1 • 'I home in 

''lIIlco " .' " \I .. , 
rnrnil,y . ~ h:!.~ 
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five sons , four became physicians, and one a lawyer ; each dis 

tinGUishing himself with marked oredit in both private and 
. -

One by one they fulfilled the destiny of 
professional life . 

their career and answered the final sununons of life until at 

this \1I'i ting only one survives. 
He possessed the distinction of 

Honorabl e having been named for the subject of this sketch . 

Andrew Edmiston resides at Yleston , Lewis County , West Virg inia . 

Of him well may it be said ) "Ris has been a life of great iml u 

enoe B-'ld usefulness. 1I Possessing in a marked degree those sturdy 

elec.ents and attributes of manhood rmich have always character-

ized the Edmiston family, he has brought added luster to the name . 

Zlecting to folloW in the :footsteps of his eminent father) he has 

=ed and di gnified the high calling of the l aw. Prominent in 

politics and state -craft he steadil y advanced in the esteem of 

the public until he erected for himself a monument of honor and 

in.-'"luence that will t estify in all future time to his worth and 

r;reatness . The name of Andrew EdIniston of Weston '5 ..L conspic -

UDWIly identified with the political history of U t v· es lXg inia . 

JaceB Edmiston married l.!ary Hill d gh J au ter of Thomas 

Hill . He 11 ved a number of years near lJill Point on the farm 
n(;ft cmn.d by ThoMO Boord son" of Ed . 

J ,. car Beard . M_ Earn _ ~~ ''U. . iston 
nGa a ~er or tho Pooch ontao Court and for years was prcmlinellt 

Lata i n lifo he "'ent wost . 
... "11 or LotTi b Tho late lUrs . 

• urI: 1'ltlD hiu ~nUE>h ~or . 

1n on II rl"S 4 Itr • • llnno,y OnlHnon, r 110t o:r 
d ~ c1aurh t. r n1" .1 hn .J 1"1.1 nn And 11 \' d mn:ny 

h at All . IItt W'j 

1 

1 
blUJ.Y nterprlfl'-- ...... ... 4-O-I("a ........ ~ nnd 
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r.ns engaged in many business enterprises with the late Colonel 

I'aul J.:eNeel. He finally moved to Missouri. 

Andrew JaeksOTl Edmiston married Rebecca Edmiston a daugh

ter of James Edmiston , son, of William Edmiston,.brother of Andrew 

Edmiston . A~ter the decease of her husband ,.Mrs . Edmiston became 

the wlie of Jackson Jones of Nicholas County. 

William Edmiston, the youngest of Andrew Edmiston's sons 

spent some time with Judge Edmiston at Weston where he attended 

school. He then went several terms to Rev. Dunlap, Principal of 

Little Levels Academy a t Hillsboro ; when he attained his majority 

be started to llissouri V'lith AnthoIly Jordan. \7hile on a steamer 

in t:l.ssouri waters he Vias seized va th cholera. and died ozithe boat . 

The torms were quarantined in a very rigid manner a nd all landing 

was prohibited . Hence the Orel-'f V!er e c ompelled to bury their pas

sengers at a lonely uninhab ited spot , not very remote from St. 

Charles , Missouri . His friend Jordan went to aSSist in the 

burial , but TIould not return to the boat and finished his journey 
to Dav:1.eo County on foot ) af'ter successfully eluding the ~uaran

't"ine guards by keeping away f'rom the public routes of tra . 
. vel. 

In hie youth and early manhood And Edm . , rew ~ston had a 
.1on t?r athletios , hoxing , wrestling and feats 

o:f nrusoular 
ndunr", • • Tht)TO wao 11"~

'~'e at tho time , one Thomas Johnson 
ho hond or ntony C ,. 

rCD"," , POoohontno CotUlty , 
elwlp1 \Vho oln1med to 

en hAN-hitt"r ot tl\Ilt r r~~n. lie 
Ed:'l,~on'. o;q,lo1ta ". 'u-o Rthlot 

" 
onl Lhor 01" 

hOn;N o:f .l' ouns 

t d .""'" doubt 
. b. """" To 

to loh 

t 10 h quoAtlan the Stony 

I,u'plon ot: th 1 l' OWDr 
eta eMU •• 
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Levels, that if he woul d meet him he would find out that he 

lII1[ht be the best .that the Level s could show , but that he would 

soon find himself no- where on St ony Creek . This fired young 

1:d::l1ston and he set out by t h e l ight of the morning s t ars for 

'hest Union . 

He walked from h i s home near Locust to John Smith ' s at 

head of Stony Creelc, fifteen miles befor e breakfast , to di spute 

the question. of "best IDC?Ilu '"lith Tom Johnson on his own Stony 

Creek ground . 

Without stopping ~or rest or breakfast he sailed into 

JohnSon . In the first round Jolmson landed a terrific blow on 

Edui5ton 's shoulder that dislocated Edmiston ' s arm and yet he 

ccnt1.nued the contest until he saw his opportlmi ty and overpowered 

Johnson until he called out uenough". 

John Smith then took charge of the victor--the now best 

::wn at Stony Creek and the Levels and gave h' I :un lis break:fast , 

0....-.4 by noon be was back at Locust . 

He felt the effects of that a' 1 ~s ceation all his life-

al.1dlt oxertion would ever afterward make his inJ' d ' . ure arm f ly 
oat of plAce at tho ohoulder . 

In hie later yoars he professed reliC. ion , 
• r. .. >rt • a real eIlnnt;e 
• ~'" bee, e a Dlombor of M E Ch 

r • 
. . \lrell . His sinear1 ty 

c 04 b1 All Who h,o'" h1m b t . 
1

- 0 .(Uld rogardod genUine . 
•• 41o~ A"rll 15\h , 1[.64 , ' "od 7 yo 

" . ','hon tho d,)"1ns 
br1f,ht tOl ver i t 

0. tlbon h. LO Da ov r to th 

OOd I 4 not 0 

-

, wns 
at h1lo orr 1rI old 8ee , 
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/ 
nor forsaken him when his strength failed. 

At evening time it was light with this venerable man -
and he oould realize the power of words like these: "I will 

go in the strength of the Lord God; I will make mention of thy 

righteousness even of thine only." 

---if~ "~5-~~ !2...dvc.-C4/~/--':: 
",7P1YL-C-~ ~ ~ i~ 

t.: <rr~~~#£.- " T Cvo7/Coj7AV.v.f CV~~ mcU~v ::: ;:n...r.U<~~VL, 
11c~",=--f~rj~~'~ j£ r 
J.-f;OJ4A-;rj'lic- oW ~~ , 0 

/ j 

, \ 
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Cilapter 4 - .3ection 3 
= ' E8~ly settlers of pocahontas County, many of whose 

descendants still bear their name and are here with us, ere 

These pioneers, the fo undation stone of our 
given below. 

present citizenship, mostly came from t hat part of Virg inia 

east of the mountains, although a few came from Iviaryl and 

and Pennslyvania. 
They were e1 ther married when they came 

and brought their wives wi th t h em or els9 returned to the 5et-

tlement for a helpma te. A pioneer home wa s not compl ete 

without a cook, a spinn er a nd a weaver. 

~arly permanent settlers: 

Benjamin Arbogast, who settled in the Glade Hill 

nei ghbOrhood. 

Adam ~'~rbo g8st, who settl e d on head of Greenbrier 

River, 1?96. 

;,'111iam .t>.u ldridge, a ti nB ve of Eng land, who set~led 

1n dridger' s Ga p . 

John Har low , who s e ttl ed on Bu ckl ey Loun t a 1n on t h e 

.eot a1de o f Greenbr i er Riv er. 

John • .ll'udshoVi . who settl ed a t I:I.un t e r sVille . 

Joohua J.Juokloy , the pioneer settle r of th e Bu c k ey e 

nel91borhood, who 001110 f r om ., inohoa t o!" alld .set tled at th e 

vii t.1l t.J'\!uuh1'1el' Biver, between t he 

UlhttJ, hut.nr , who (lott.led ut l':chuy . 

o I1tHtlod tIt 

/ ,< 
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Adam Burner, the progenitor of the Burner family in 

Pocohontas County, who settled at the head uf Greenbr ier River ,. 

Robert Beale , who set tled on Elk about 1827. 

Reuben Bussard, a native of Germany, who settled be-

tween Glade Hill and Frost. 

Jesse Bright, ancesto r of the Bright family in pocahon

tas County. 

Val entiue Caokley, who sett.led in the Mill Po int 

neighborhood about 1778. 

Michael Cl eek, who settled in Knapps Creek Valley. 

John H. Conr a d, who set t led on North Fork . 

J acob Cassell, ancestor of the Cassell family, who 

settled in Greenbank District . 

:ohn ~ollins , 6 native of Ireland • who settled on Greenbrier 

River . 

Thomes Cochran , 8 nat ive of Ir e l~nd , 

he ,ank1n pleoe on Gr een .... r 1er River. 

who set tied on ... 

Jeoea lo811180n , who settled on Locust Creek about 

17t.:.2 anti "nthony CelJ..J...;on h W 0 settled 1n the same 
batbood fI little ltl~.sr . neigh-

•• 

. ., 
• Coopor , "ho so ttlod in the Gre enbank 

• .. lob Curry, ilfhO 

! 11_)' . .. bo ."H180. 

10 hnl oJQU 

uat1.1od on Boo'" I 
I\. UOunt0 1n . 

01) 'rho rny \,;1' UK . 

neighbor-

rt'1 . .. 11I'~lV(l of lreh nd 
.~ " l'11U. ' 

... he :'Jottlod 

iu ·dr.,v 1 ~ ,lrio t.. 
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D a native 
of Ireland , who settled 

lial tar . r innoD , 

in ~dray District . 
I.:~H.t1n !.lilley, who settled near Dilley ' 5 I.1i11. 

Saward l::rv1ne, who settled on the head of Trimble' 5 

Run in Gre enbank District • 

. \.ndrew Edmiston, who settled on Locust Creek. 

\';1111am Edmi~toD, who settled in L1 ttle Leve ls Di st . 

Jeremiah Friel, who settled on the waters of Laurel 

Creek . 

John R. Flemmins , vlho settled on the waters of 

Laurel Cr eek . 

FeliX Gr imes, a. native of Ireland, who settled on 

~8ppS Creek about 17 70 . 

Robert Gay , who settled in Edray ~1strict , on the 

east bank of the Greenbr ier niver I opposite the mouth of 

:.ony CraelL , near 1.:ar11nton . 

Jav1d Gibson, who settled in the Little Leve ls 

1£trtc~ ebout 1770 . 

r 

\ 

• 

hOmBS :alford th , e origina l unc8sto r of the Galford 

III in ¥ooohontbs County . who settled 0 Gl n ada Hill about 
tt , or tho lovolu t.1onury ,"lor . 

CI \ .r 

QUIll , who u t led 

who ont.t.10d n or 

n or Cro~nb8 nk. . 

Or nbnn\( . 

10 h.rf\ 11l11 , wbo 1. bal1avod to havo 8tH t.lad 

r 

II \ I;J "fill.,. or I.lttl hd y olu\.1un w rod 1. abundod . • 0, 
lin. 

001 •• d .. h\.ar or John Collo 1 
Vol, .&. . the firs t 

'atriat . 
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Dav id Hannah , an early 
pioneer, 

who settled on Elk . 

Christopher Herold, who settl e 
d on Douthard5 Creek. 

f 
the Har per fami 1y, who 

Henry Harper, the ancestor 0 

settled on ICDapps Creel.t about 1812. 

who settled on Slt11ngtons Creek . 
Riohard Hudson , 

David J ames, who set tled on Droo p Mountain. 

John Jordan, who s ettled in the Little Levels. 

He was a native of Ireland. 
Geo r ge Kee , a Dative of Ireland, who came here prio r 

to 1800 and set tied neBr Marlinton. 

Daniel Ker r, who set tied neST Greenbank . 

Lenty Loc~r1 dge, who settled on Douthards Creek . 

L:oses Moore, the ancestor of the l a r ge Moore family 

1n ?ocehontas County , \?ho settled .Lon KnSpps Creek about 1?70 . 

John I,loore , from Pennsylvania, who sett led in the 

HUls country. 

John I:cLaugh~in J who settled in Greenbank District. 

j/ ll11am t.~oLaughllnJ who set tled on Thomas Creek. 

Bugh flcLaughl1n . who settled on the s1 te where the 

\O_n ot ,:n.r11nton now stands . 

Jobn MoNeel, from Frederiok County, 

1n the L1t.tle Lovels uj.)out 1765 . 

got 'rOA\" 

'QOro , Jr ., Il nnt.lvQ of "nlos , 

0,. .. 0"0\ 11 I "he tll\Oodtor oC Lhc 

Virgi nia , who 

who se t tIed 

large t~ol~e111 
t- .\7 O't \l. • • • uul y , ",ho tf tot.lod .1n tho ";V.°BO 

, 1 bu ••• 11 oQ4 1'/70 . 
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Ti mothy McCarty, a native of Ire l and , who settled on 

l:no pps Creek . He was one of the early pioneers. 

Sampson L. Mathews, who first settled on Swago and 

later moved t o Mill Point . 
He was the first County Surveyor. 

William Nottingham, a native of En gland, who settled 

in the Greenbank Di strict . 

',11 111am Poage, who settled in the L1 ttle Levels. 

David L . Ruclanan, who settled in the Little Levels. 

J ames Rodgers, who came t o Pocahontas County in 1824, 

end sett1~a un Rodgers Mounta i n at the head 01' Swago. 

John Sl aven , who settled on Deer Creek . 

John Sharp, a nat ive of Ireland , the ances tor of 

one br ance of the Shar p family in Pocahontas County , who 

s ettled at Frost in 1802 . 

','/111iam Shar p , the ancestor of another branch 01' t h e 

~har~ femi ly in Pocanont as County, who set t led in Huntersville 

la t rlc t about 1?13 . 

J onn 5m1th , a nati va of Ireland, who settl ed on 

loOn,. Creek. . 

Je ell Tal l mt1o , who settled near Gr eenbank: . 

Jo •• ph Jurnor , who nott l ed on Elk . 

J •• ".u~ . who Itot. tled in ' h e Hill. (;ountry • 
• 1Vb • Lt..phon " "lOd , \1ho co t.t-led in Hun tG.r~_ 

t) ""'oUlOt . 

1 .. ·r • .11 , 

• oob .,al0 • Oho 
\ '6 

-ho • \ llo(1 1n th. l.1.ttle Levels . 

' r a b n enk u1. s t rlot • 
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Jamuel ',jui ting, who with his wife came from England 

His descendants are now to be found 
and sottled on Elk. 

in Greenbrier county . 
John YesSe r, who came from Pennsylvania and settled 

at Trave l ers Repose soon ofter the Revolutio nary riar. 

And such other names as Thomas Drinnon, John Johnson, 

Thomas Johnson, pa trick Slaterly, Robert Duffie, Thomas Brock , 

La1lrenc e Drinnon , James Lewis, John Sw1 tzer, and many others. 

Tak.en from ?rice ' s His tory and a l i st of f irst sett lers 

sent me by ]{.r. D. C. Adki son . 
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~ IWlIEL KERR 

The Pioneer of Upp~r pocahontas County. 

AoknQwiedgments are due samuel Sutton and Mrs . Harvey 

Curry , near Dunmore , for the following items, that they may 

rescue from oblivion the memory of a very worthy and useful . ...<k. . 
pioneer of upper Pocahontas . IJ!h±s was Daniel Kerr, · who soon 

a..t'ter the Revolution , ~ocated on the upper end of the estate noV{ 

owned by Uriah Hevener. 2t=sieme=tpat he came from Rockbridge 
. ~ ~~id' "I'" __ ---' 

County , virSinia~extabliShe~~il~, sa~roill and blac~smith 
. I;}.......-J-., '-"- ./ 4,., ~ t."<'----'-f 

shop on ~ Little Back Gxeek of Deer ~reek.l a:nd~s=p:L-a:C"e-=b'e-came 

a center of industry for a wide region. He was -a;;:ie~ ~ -£ ~ ~'''~~= 
) ~first r.i..fe .. W8'I! a 1I1is5 Kirkpatrick of Anthony 's Creek . Their 

children were Robert , John , William , Thomas and James . 

Daniel F'.err 1 s second wife was a Miss McKamie of Rock-

bridge J a very sprightly and attractive person. Her children 

"ere David J Daniel J Nancy J Betsy and Mary. H e was a Sin?ere J 

piOUS person and the close of his li:fe ViaS , very touching. He 
htId aocembled his family tor warshi d . . 

~ p, an upon fln1Sbing the 
Ccririture losson Be 13'teeled for prayer ~ ~ 

. -or oa-3...-ong-time-he-
Upon GOing to him ... in-'bhat po~-- h 

• ., --........ '.........q... e was :f'ound 
\0 be eJpocohlofl8 otla helpless lto'ol . 

...... ...,..,.4.:""'". . rot the tlme after this he 
Ik~'" voX')t.:' 1 ttl .,-,.,,..... ~ J 

~1oo aLanyth jnC:Dl1'd- :Po.1d no 
Q'ttent1un. to AnYth1nC that wt\O GOin'" on . 

. ..., o...-ound-h, m .o.nd '" d 
unable tb J I "'0/'71;1 to rrt1mrt • \ ",ocmo 

~ ailent . 

Ot 



Andy Hughes noW lives in or near the site of the old 

ten' home . Daniel ' 5 son R9bert ~ settled on a part of the 
~ul-k""c~ • 

old place , and finally im;t west. .John Kerr went to Augusta 

County , VirGinia , andl\~I;l>."'O oJ1lblJe,,:=tbe>1 went to lhssouri. 

\7111iam Kerr married a Iaiss Gillispie and settled on the place 

oooupied by Asbury Sheets . His family composed of three sons 

These sons
J 
Jaco~ J George and Andrew lived 

and two daughters . 

in the vicinity of the old home ,place. t~ary Ann, one of these 

daughters , ~r1ed Henry Sheets . The other daughter Rachel 

t=iO-..-:ried a Jj . Armstrong in High:.and County J Virginia. 

Thomas Kerr, another son· of the piorieer, married a Miss 

POGl esong of Greenbrier C01mty and settled where James Kerr 

lived , near the r oad to the Top of Allegheny Mountain . His 

rmrll,y consisted of three sons and two daughters . The sons were 

Robert, Ceorge ~d James; the ,daUghters 

Pn11Ups end Urs , Mary Wooddell , 

were Mrs . Phoebe 

Robert .... as qu1te a traveler over most of' the western 

8t4-tes end torr1tor1es and o"med 

pocahcmta:s . 

L1autQJ;'~t Robort D K . err , 

'WUh 41.-t1not1on trom Woot Point 

.~1n • ...n..n6 l,ro.nOh ot tho norvio 

J'bl lppino_ , o.nd d 18d on bOnrd n 

... lror1o<1 I h P tI DOltio Ooolln . 

va l uabl e lands in upper 

L...r"'-"'-
a son of James Kerr , \ graduated 

in 18ge~ ?ein6 aSSigned to the 

TIo was ordorod to 

troop Ohtl> in Aug\\st~ 

the 

1898 . and 

r..,rr ot h 

"

ol,:"':!:o"'" • ,,1on~al' fllm1 \y 
ner ro l 'ar .JNan. 

u.orun 
korr,; lived 

lIr. , I'.'Ill'mole 

in Gl.'oenl'r1 r 
t.,. rna Lon1. r 
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Da\~d ~. Xerr , one of the younger member s of Daniel 

::err 's family , Uoved for many years near Green Bank, and was a 

person of high reputation . He was a carpenter by trade , yet 

b, diliGent self improvement he rose to be a person of prominence 

as a member of the Oounty Oourt , Oolonel of the Jailitia, ruling -= 
!:lder in the Ohurch, faithful teacher in Sabbath schools , and 

leader in prayer meetinBs . His daughter Maggie became the wife 

of Rev . J. C. Carson ~ a ,\,iell-lmo\'m m~nister in West Virginia 

and Tennessee . Adolphus Kerr , M. D. of Millboro, Vi::gi.nia~Yias 

his son and his brother and mother resided there also . 

Colonel Kerr 's wi:fe .was E~iza i'lhitman ) daughter of William 

-!dtman of Anthony ' s Creek . 11r. Vlhitman YTaS a native of Orange 

County J Goshen Tovmship ) NeVI York . He ... .ras a remo:crkable person , 

and his influence "ras "for good wh~rever be lived. The blessing 

called down by this good old pioneer abide with his descendants 

to tOne t~ird ; .1 and fourth generations • 

e'l'!rlaating to everlasting , to those 

to do t' .;Y .. eo . 
o 

The hOOIes of our land are its 

nl!8 ot strc"' ...... h and ''0'' happiness . 

~o 

The mercy of the Lord is from 

who remember his cOIJll'!landments 

havens of ~eace J its sanc -

Hence come those prinCiples 
o! probity and intecr1ty that 0 are the safeguards of 
lonar 'thf) p1on"oro and. tollow our nation . 
6n1 their example in religi 

t1ofl't on4urtLnco 1 t on , truth 
n ho hnrdoMps of l~ ~ .~e . 

• 

-
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ADAM AllBOGAST--Hoted Pioneer 

,-. n~e < den+'':' fied to a marlced degree .wi th the 
The ArboGast#s ~ ... v'" -history of our pocahontas people, and justl y claim recognition . 

So far as }:norm , the original progenitor of the Arbogasts 

lll
. - _" t n~d Pocahont as Counties ) rlas i.": ichael Arboc;ast, \-.,rho 

l: eHU.L.e on ,;.o,u 

\";ns one of ~:le or iGinal pioneers of r.'hat is now Hi ghland county 

He settled there some time pre -

.... ;.ous to 1758 . ~ort Se:-bert on South Branch c::.bout tr;elve miles 

r:.orthee.st of FraTl1:lin ) nas the chief place of refUbe for a ll the 

.l'io:leers. of tha.t section when there nas dan[;er of being slain or 

c~rr1ed into captivity by raiding parties of Indians , led for the 

cost _ art by Zill buck . 

Ca~tain Se:.~bert is reported to have made the remark , rrhen 

.. ~ rort mas tru:en in 1758 th t . .D - " a 1 ..1. the Arbogasts had b een there J 

~e couli r2ve held t he place in spite o~ the India~s . 

. "'. 
<I 

"·lchael ArbO.::Tl.Gt :hnd seven sens : Adam , GeorGe , Henry , 

last named r:ere tt-:ins . c!".nel, David :::.nd l'eter-- the triO 

l.rbc ;.t1IJ't r..arr1ed i7nrcnrct Hull, dat\ghter of Ada'll Hull 1 

UVf)n"r'. otero , in I".tmt 10 ne~·l Hic,hlruld C01.ll1ty , Yi.l.'Ginia . 
I. Q4 ot tho Greenbrier ncnx Traveller 's 

on) in 17~G . ~~d oottlod on the ~l~cc nt cne 
c • 1 Y ncar . " 1I"e~ 10 b11Ht UI' " r QDt and r '{H\ h • t i1.;· . 1:1::; !len!'! 

1 • M , 0 dn\ ' tc ':1 lI"U-e 

• • M.l10 lou 111 ··out1\ . 
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In referonoe to the sons, another p"per ,.,,,5 prepared 

111ustrflt1n,!; the history of Benjamin Arboe;ast 1 s family r/hose 

sons r:ere Solomon , Henry , Adam, John and Benjamin ) Jr ., the . 

disti~~ished teacher and pulpit orator . In that paper there 

o,re some omissions that are supplied here . j,:argaret J daughter 

of 3enjamin .l\.rb OGClst Senior) ·hecame 1.:r5. John Yeager of Allec;heny 

: Quntain or Ca:np AlleGheny) of whose family full particulars 

=-.a::- 'be loolced for in the · Yeage~ History . 

::ary narried Ea"ililton Stalnaker and "lived in Randolph 

Ccunt:-. l..notber dauchter became l.-;X-s . Henry Wade on Back Creek . 

L"1 refer e!1ce to her f'aTtli1.y- - TIen jorJin ':lade nas a p hysician and 

se"ttlec. in :':issouri. John \lade na s 2.1so a p~~sician and lived 

£.t 3u-""T..s'vi.lle I :.3r ru:-!;on Count y ) nhexe '7ilson \"(ade also lives . 

-·:Wore ',".lade I nllo be cD.J:le !:rs. Garv .... .ine TIamil ton) liV"es in Braxton 

coun~~ . l;aoni. ~'lade married J osp eh Gillispie and also lived 

.~.. ' .... came. e seoond ~n -r.::.:~on . r ............ iett "~rod e b e th nife of Viilliam 

Coa;:~r I T.ear Grcenbon): ) :Pocahontas Cotmt'· , . Delilah Yiade 

ec-c ··r:: . Joseph ',:ooudell near Greenbank. In reference to 

;e:r children I Clark ',"{ooddell lived · T"J ' l.l1 :ten1ck' S Vall e~~ ) Green-

re3ton ·,'ioo(.ldell) a gallant U nf' it o e erote sol d ier, 

11104 It'''~ tho battle of '.'lincho3ter , ';,1a..rnic k y,'ooddell nas 

.. bat 1 ~ or Cold Harbor . Ao.ron i'looddell \'C$ also 

Go Dol nr. 

;n AI'!>n t , n n or njwn1n • l"bog::\ot I ~ niol' , 

• 111, I "'nl11t\ tl' 

LIn •• '11l1M • , -.H.. .!'\fit 

t reen OJ '; . 
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t of 'd~~ the .uioncer, carried 

J:"1cob Hull ArboG::lS I J\. ..... " 

.... li:.n')oth \iil:;on :JriGht of HiGhland County 1 Virginia , and 

settled on the 'iiest """'Dranch of the Upper Greenbrier ) on the 
His family 

1 
'n ~o"l<::eos'on of Colonel J . T . l:c C-rO\'l . 

l' r:.cc no\'1... J.' -- ..., .L 

consisted of fo1.1I' sons ana three danchters . 

:.or .... :cret becane l.:rs. Levi H. Campbell , and lived in Eli::ins 
~. 

Eliz;a r:as l';'rs . Adam Shuey and Ii ved 2.t 

:'ishersville I AtlCnsta County ) Virginia . 

H2rriet Elizabeth became I,:rs . Dronn-U. Yeager of i':ar-

linton . D. j ,: . YeaGer was a wic1el~T l:norm citizen of our county 

0.5 a land egent , railv;a;;r' pror.loter and manaCer f or the Pocahon

"tas 'Jevelopment COtlpany . 

!:"aul :-011ee1 Ar'ooGo.st married Amanda Butcher and lived 

en ~he ~reenbrier River not far from the homestead , but in 

". ~+:e~_ l'_fe ~. o"ed to Te,·'.as . '1' s ,.,"' ,,10\·' . S ~ · 11 1· . __ • 1,1 , • .!- '..L...... ,~ S Lo~ ~ v~ng in the 

... "';ate cf' ",:nsh:i.nGton _ 

Znco'<> .... ee .4rbcGc.st ma.rried Gtey :liley anu at -the time of 

-}-

5 dect::!a:ze ";a::> a nerchant at Tr.:1veler 's ae:",ose {now "Bartow) t· . =s 

c ""'''';~ .. 1111Dt'1 'Barton Ar:1ocust elsa lived at Traveler I s Repose . 

J eo!> ll . Arbocast was a man of very interestip~ person-

:0.0 0: lmt1rin6 enerl"":y and· h 1...' 1n is time \' .. .o.s an exten-

or in Hild lo.nd , 1118 name in the frequently o..ppe~ 
pn "'to, to 00'10 o~ t\ • ,10 ~l,O:.Jt 1n!,ol."t~t and 

04 CJvl It1 ltion 1;1 t ove::.~ t~,:\r:r.a1)11'od nt tho 

o DO ... t •• 1 Qn a ,o,nol."t ,. o~ th C .I.' ..L oruedernt 
119,,...J,,. 

r ., ., o.:rtor he ::-e"'1tt. so 



~ -, .. 
('I - ::ec:;ro.rn on Hich l~ountain in 1861, he refuc;ecd \":i th his 

of tJle r/ar times in AnGusta 
and spent most :n.."1ily to the east 

Cmmty J VirGinia . 
lie carried but little rii th him and so lost 

hi s household Goods and live stocle alooa nith his dr-:ellinc · 

_. -

In 1365 !1.e returned and beGan life afresh o.t the old Green

brier homestead . But few places in ',"jest Virginia were more com

nletely desol ated than the head of Gree!l~)rier by the ravages 

of r:QJ.-° 

Adam ArboGast Junior of Adam the pioneer, first married 

!tachel GraGg , daU{"}lter of Zebulon Gragg and settled near the 

"hc:::.e stead . T'!1ere WD.S one son by this marriage , - 1:8:901eon 

JO!'lapa.-v-te . The second marriaGe nas ni th Sarah IkDaniel. In 

reference to the children of the second marriage , the follow

inc; p&Iticulars are given. Huldah married Paul r~ cl1eel .Yeager 

nnd lived at Traveler' s Repose. Eli::a Arboeast became !~~s ° 

:?ranl: LcE1nee and lived at LIkins) Randolph C01mty . Alice 

c.arr1ed ::.arl~l Cn~tder and lived in Crab Bottom , Hie;hland County . 

c 

"'c::'el bcc:m.c iIB . C. C. Arbognst and lived near Arbovale, this .. , ' .. Ella. nnrried Een jenin l'1.eisher and 

J.de11nc died in youth . 

Ii yeo. in Hi ghland 

~ .e Don , lotor D. Arbo(Jast , f'irs t married Bodie B 
",04 1&T4111n at J • urner J 

.rQovnle , '·:00 n JUstioe of th· l' 

n 
1 0 C:loe J to.\1t"llt 

10 aehooltJ ror mnn" '" . ,'. Qnrs J b}!t lnter rcs1r"Y\o 
a\ ...... A oa c t C" nud 

IT. tho t:n1vol'01t;. ot" V1rLi~tn o 

I r Do 1.11:10 

• 

l~~tlUT\C ' 

nml rlonctloou 1'1.1:1 'Prt.~~e:J[lion 

\In in c ~ r t.o 1,· I 1 1 ~ six 
Dohoo1u ~ 

nt 
1.a Un1 v 1" a t~~ ot" 

th he • n 
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Lcnbor of our State l..er,islature from r.0l1onca1ia County . 

Adem Arbogast , the pioneer lived to be nearly one 

hu."1a.re :oenrs old . He recovered his second siBht and for 

·-eru- he did not need e;{e glasses . 

- 5-

ComL~G to this region as early as he did and having 

cror;}l up in the period of Indian troubles ) he had many thrill-

inG ~dventures to relate . Upon one occasion his dOGs treed 

a po.nther in an ir;trnense hemlock tree ) for Yfhioh the upper 

Creenbrier was so celebrated . He called on John Yeager, his 

nearest neiGhbor J for assistance in capturing the animal J 

one of the largest of its kind . J o11n Yeager nas a fa.'!loUS 

~d :fe:lrless cli.1TI.ber of forest trees . A torch \"las procured 

ilnU he began to climb, holding it in one hand . \"fhen he had 

loc:lted the panther he laid the torch on two limbs ) descended 

t:.e tree until he c ould reach the rifle that 1.:r . Arbogast 

t.ad loaded and pri1lled for him. lIe thereupon retm."'l1ed to his 

torch a.,a by 1 t5 light shot and kil·led hi s Gane . 

'~on one occasion the pioneer had arran"ed ~..... for a bear 

t. in lhtrnlJT I 8 .• ounta1n . Y/hen reachinp" th 
u e point desig-

T. t "'.;:.0 d1:JD.ppo1ntod in not r.lectin" I"s 
!oJ ..... hunter .frien s _ 

1.4 a te-r nnd aD it noo croninc lata and tl lore \"Iere 
uton!l , ho "tont into 1 1 3 10 tel' , nnd SOon 0. 

ocurr 
l1QX 1. t:\ornin'" he rO"~d tl 

Uo ~ ... ! 101,'0 \','OS not 
D f. llr; th 

or , 101, 

I> bO' ..... h ()r 

1m b ll.nn Lo rleo n • 



ne had to Co 11.91ne for an axe to ch op the tree off 

.he ~cnr and Get help to brin~ it i n. 

·,.!l:lt :-ives these stori es interest, it all occurred 

~\~st os he "".;ol d it . 

:'L~e the :r;-ather of his COlmtry , Adam ArboGast c ould 

!lot J r:ould not tell a.rv-t hinc:; but the truth , as he saw it . 

, 
- u -
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T:iE CALLISON ' S -- PIOH E::'i1S. 

James Callison. 

Tbe Callison ' s of Locust have a claim for special 

recognition in our biographiCal sketches as one of the oldest 

families of Southern Pocahontas . Members of that family 

have done a great deal in develo ;>ing t he ir section of the 

county end have shom wha t. can be done with our so il in Qur 

climate by well applied energy and indu et ry. 

The progenitor of this relat ionship, so far as i s 

t raceable was Jame s Callison Senior . He and h i s wife Elizabet h 

r.ere natives of Ireland , but as the name indica tes, were of 

English ori gin. 

t;o doubt t he Callisons were among the families tha t 

King J emea t he First encouraged to settle <n ..L the North of 

:zeland. La te in the eighteenth century <t .L appear s that 

Va=e e Callison ~ent from Greenbrier County to Granger Courity 

~er~e.6ee and made a permanent settlement t here and reared his 

felil]. T;.eir Bon S were J ameB , A nthony I saac Samue l J 
an4 ZHeM . T ' es se 

heir deu~hter a were Rebecca Abagai l U 
1 ' ary J Haney 

n -reference to the whereabout. .. o f mo s t of these 
~\t •. 

.on_ end dA~FRt-r • • but little haa COme to notioe . 

ettled in tho !·(lO'd.oWG :r ..... o Ca.Uhon 
of southwe s t 

rhr CWDt.y 

c 
1 • T. 

oellt 

r ltd 

ro. hre 

.nre Om f 
Q I.he doacendentA still l1ve . 

ta C.l11oon , tnother I;I('In ot h 
r e e1tll~rM\t and 

Brigh t of 
Callilon ho=e I.e d 

UI. Br1Sht , d"'-lt,·/lt.er 01' David 

l'Ye~ on t ~ nOl.ed 
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near Lewi sbur g . 
About 17S2 , James Callison , another son of t he pioneer 

emigr ant came fr om Tenne ssee to Locust, (now l ower pocahontas) 

and settled on a tra ct of 1 64 a cres - pre_ empted som e years 

previousl y by h i s f a ther. Soon a ft er l ocating on Trump Run 

MI . Call i son to ok a grea t f a ncy to l~ iss Susan Edmi s ton, the 

char~ing dau gh ter of Jame s Edmi s ton Sen ior J who was then living 

on t he farm at ODe time owned by George Calli son , now own ed by 

Calvin May. 

The George Calli son men tioned was a grand- son of tbe 

lovely Susan Edmiston Callison . James Call i son and SUsan 

Edm i ston , his wife , were the par ents of f ive sons and two 

daughter s . 

nillaim Calli son mar ri ed Hannah Ray , and settled in 

f icho las County . 

I saac Calli son married Nancy J ordan, lived awhile in 

;'1cbolas County, then returned to Pocahontas . 

J8.!:Ie s Callison married Rebecca G lllilan, daughter of John 
G1ll1lan , and settled in Mi ssouri. 

They s yent t he ir days Jociah Call1Eon merried Nancy Hi ll . 

al. tho 014 homestead an:! were th h e appy parents of five sons and 
\. .... rOc dAUr,tJtCT" The follo i W og are the 
ta.=l 1: J cOl ~. a I1non Morrled Ell~n 

particula.rs of 

Alkire of LeWis 
\.tl~4 In Ore~nbrtnT Onun ty 

\There hI!'! d1~d 1n 1685 
o 11drt'fI now 11 ' . 

aa.rrl Q tu t 
va .l.n Kuntlnn. Thomna F. 

the ir 

Count''.l 

His 

Callison 
- 'lnta ~yleo ot Otl.'Ollbr 1 r 

J rl@ 'y1 • _ .. " " Cout'ln . 

Ooun \o~' , A.ntJ, hi8 

Tt or ltv d nou 

at-Oon d 

LoO'U t . 
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i.illiam Fannie Whiting , daughter of Ebenezer Callison merried 

Whi ting Droop Uountain and lived on Locust 
on the summi~_ of 

Cr eek , a mile from it s source . 

Locu s t Creek 

a full sized creek, 

the base of Droop Mounta in , spr lngs from 

receiving but little volume from vi s ible 

tributaries on its course to the Greenbrier River. 

George Calli son married Maude McNeel, daughter of 

~onorable William Lamb :U cNeel, of L1 ttle Level s , better kno wn , 
a s Captain ·,"i'ill i am L . McNee l . Their re sidence ~as for a 

~ime on t he Edm i s t on pl a ce on Locus t t hen they moved to Hills-

bor a on t he f a rm once occupied so long by Colone l J ohn Hill . 

Ri char d Ca lli son married Fannie Bea rd , daug hter of 

Ceexlee n. Beard near Hillsboro and he occupied the old Trump 

Run hooes t ead near Locust. All these son s a re among the pr os

perous oi tizens ·of l ower Pocahonta s . They are en gaged in 

!aretng and r aising stock--regi s t ered s t ock-- thus contr i buting 

very much to the substantia l pr osperity of our county, 

Uar t ba Callison , daughter o f J osi ah Ca lli son , marri ed 

';ue t. Bright , 

-",r1 Oa111800 murled Lorenza Regel' and t hey lived in 

lIoar .• C'>UtI'Y· 

J~ 10 Oalaoon beo/lrDe Ur B. Jes • • Bri gh t near Fl·.nkfor d 
I ?t".r. TI C(lunt.y , h. 410d in 1866 . -. , 

• • o· ... ratlOh of • \h. Oalli .on remi ly .1.n our county 
1. r ~ 

, \. .4: do O~fld nt of Au\. hony Oull1 i'on ~ the 
la' r , fr Oll lr~lMd. AtHt .IIY 

- 3-

Oft lll on we. r eAr d 1n T nne-ft •• • 1,.r c In '0 Vir In1ft tI =-t1t rled Ab E. 11 cClung of -

. . 
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vreenbrier County and settled on lands adjoining those pos-

These persons had ten children--
sessed by his brother James. 

siX sons and four dauE;hter s . 
Abram Callison married Frankie Blai r from Harth Carolina, 

8 sister of the la~e Major Wi lliam Blairm near liillsbor o , and 

af~er living a fer. year s in Pocahontas County went to North 

arolina . 
Josepb Callison married Elizabeth Bright 01 Greenbrier 

County . 
I saac Callison married Huldah Hickman in Bath County 

and :oved to Indiana. 

Anthony Callison Junior was married to Uartha Hi l l and 

se ttled in Indiana. 

Israel Callison married wary Bright, s i s ter of Joseph ' s 

wife , lived many years on the old homestead and final l y moved 

to :111.n018 . 

Elisha Callison loca ted in the Meadows of ~Ve st Greenbrier 

C~'..Ulty . 

arsare t Callison , daughter of Anthony and Abagail Calli -

.on teca:.~ Uri . iHlliam Burnsides and "'ent to " Indiana. 

Ill1abtth Callison married Jonathan Jordan and they lived 

It was here 
CD Cooke 

41 

n, th pi Cd oooupied by Peter Olark. 

I. r t"in lonl , John and Anthony almo di~d. 

beol\mft the wll'e of J ' 11 C .. 111aon 
rune" Cny nnd 

In I Lana • 
they 

31111. C III n, to t'I youn 
\ , 1 t. Colon"l ~ 

• to d l • .. e r , 

ode POll e. 
rrled(1I'hen rhe • fln 1 

-
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This i6 a brief contribution to the hi s tory of the 

a llison relationship which deserves an important place in the 

annal s of our county ._ 

Tnose people who se lives make u p the past, whose history 

so few survive to repeat, sowed in tears, privations and hard

sh i ps , what we who now live ar e r eaping in joyful haxvest. What 

they sowed in tears we , the living, may reap with grateful joy 

if we have proper appreciat ion of what they d i d and suffered in 

t · eir day and generation. 

Let u s not forget tha. t the frugality , indu s try and careful 

attention to duties t hat enabled them to secure t hi s goodly 

heritage is all important : for u s t o observe and imitate i n 

o=der to ke ep it from slipp ing away from our reach. 

Like busy bees t~e p ioneer p eople allover our c ountry 

tried to i mprove every shining houx and turn to some good 

account every opportunity i n Si ght, no matter how hard it 

seemed . It has been well sai d that those who look only for 

easy pl a ces , wi ll finally r ound u p in the hardest pl ac e s and 

t~ve no way to ge t out , except by death . 

• 
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l"lorence Sc hum 
, . 

Stephen Suel a nd Ja c ob Marlin. 

r e cently from New England,vislted the coun t ry and tooR up 

on the Greenbrier river. 

erected a cabin and being engaged in making some "oth
er 

improve-
1 

an altercation arose ,wbicb caused Stephen Suel , one of them ,t
o 

for-

and abi de for s ome time in a hollow tree not far from the 

ta •• :,.,lt"W\lic,h was still occupied by his old companion .They were th~ S 
in 1751. when John Lewis,of Augusta a nd h i s s on Andrew were ex-

the country ; to ';;hom Sue 1 made known the cause of their living a part , 

ebe great pleasure whicb he now e~perienced in the i r morning salutations, 

1ssuing f rom their respective habitations ; whereas when they s lept un

the sao~ roof ,none of those kindly greetings pa ssed between them. Suel 

did not long rema in in the vicinity of }!artin, the other of t he tuo 

.~Y'!n~urors j he moved for cy miles west of his f i rst i mpr ovement , and · soon af

~er !"ell a pr ey t o Indian feroc ity." 

• .•. urs . A1L~e ,!~~:;~;~:~iin~l~r~: ~~~~~hQ~~f5~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ p. -:;,..." States , (NeVI' 
).E "~ , !lve!l tM tL8.!!Ie of s · companion. Kr • • P.~/~:~ J "lIved in a cave sever al years but a~These two meo;says 

1 

on "t, score of religion, and occupi ed d i fferent " Tlength they disagr e ed 
e .. er ,r.o

t 
to athy far from each other , their c amps . hey bok care how-

o rt- •• t~~t h~ ~nd his fiend u sed to s it camps be ing in sight . Sewail u sed 
t. flit n cocked , ready to f I re at each othe~P ~ll night without sleep wi t h 
• , C8J't (t couldn ' t agree .' 10nly tliO of And what could that be'foT ? 1 'r •• ;.....tII'l. did It:JtJ quarrel about? ' t"Nh ab t you , and could you not a
••• 1 . a. a i'r •• byterlIlD , und the oth~r ~u Erie7la - gin. l One of .t h em i.t n p scopall an ." L.G.D. ' 

(Lyman C. Dr aper) 

001r.1 I or Border ,''''rfo ty re o 
l «::rQ.t)l:hr t"t.t. IIlth"ra 

t ral't.-H, l~J 
I· " 
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POCAHONTAS COUNTY 

ld~lle Y. L~oJ.,.augblin 
Marlinton , w. Va . 

Conoerning questions asked by the writer on Chapter 

4 -

sons . 

Andrew and Robert Sitlington were two different per

Robert 8i tllngton married the widow at Lieut. Warwiok 

and lived at Dunmore a Dumber of years after the marriage. 

J a cob ~','arwickJ the son of L1eut. and Elizabeth Dunlap 1Varwiok, 

recembered but li t tle of his own father and cherished the 

highest regard fo r hiB step-father, Robe rt S1tllngton. When 

Jacob ~arw lok attained hi s majorit y, Robert Sitlington moved 

to his own propert y near old 1I1illboro, the estate later occup1ed 

Cre . Di okinson , the daughter of Andr ew Sitlington. I have 

been unable to rind how Andrew and Robert S1tlington were r elat

ed . ADdrew Sitlington owned some land in Po cahontas Count y 

but there is no account of hiB ever having live d here. 

The letter was written by Robert Sitlington to h is bro

ber John 1n I reland, according to an editorial written by the 

lat6 Andrew Pr ice and published 1n th P e ooahontas Ti mes, ~prll 

1~31. 

.I.e to t he nerne ot Liaut. Ilarwioh , historians disagree. 

Jtr . 10.144'.,. .... 11r100 thought h1 e nume might have been William 

,,," 1 rJn4 ,b. r ollowlne ortiol. 1 A i ' n nnt\ 0 of J\.ugusta County 
1726-) 71 , .dGoll. 

SOu t~rn 

.r 10 • by " h 

"l.\Otlonl .o.t~:t: 1uo t'ur .AUtlust , I t;;U3 . oontaina 
",'t . Iflllltl."1' 1) 

, rioa , .I1"1t.1011 I.P1on or Hls-
.. r,.- tr • I •• ,. .... ObuII1utl4 

-lOb a t o r \. 0 rollo",J ns reots' 
, t'.10k Get tlO to .... "uo ta Coun ty lrom ' 
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He was a Lieutenant 

111 1 'msbu~g probably about the year 1740. 
Bri tlsh Government, and Vias employed in 

in t l., se rvioe of the 
His Christian 

surV~' ing and locating land grants in Augusta. 

name ~ not giv en, but we find a deed on record from James Gay 

to . t'.1 "nt wlck , dated hiarch 21, 1759 , and presume that the 

€r ant n .!' "'s s t he same 85 Lieut ... ;a r wick. 
hccording to the 

a rt1 .3 referred to, he married :ii:lizabeth Dunlap , who 11 ved near 

the !' ~seDt village of l\iiddlebrook . 
He obtai ned for himself 

8 t r c : o f land called Dunmore, in t he present County of Po'Q·ahon-

tas . _en ~ugu sta . 
~fter the birt h of four cbildren, - Charles , 

::11 Z-b , ::lth, Jacob and John- and sett ling his family on th e Dun-

eIC:'-& .,;,tete , Lieut . "s t Vl1ok conc luded t o vis! t 'En gl and. He 

~ES n .cr he~rd of after his uepartu re, and be ing given up fo r 

!ea1. 1s ~idow subsequently married Robert S1tlington • 

• 0 to the John .. b r Vlick who settled on .Jeer Cr ee k, I have 

c.ble to rind Wly trace of any rel ationship betv:een his 

1 esnd 'Lr.ot or Jacob .. arw1ck . 'i'he descendeuts of Jacob 

••• to th1 Dk: that 1 t was a different branoh of the r 1 

pi !'o1l11y and thu1. , if there ~Ie s any relationship. 1 t 

•• ' 141Iton1. . vr thle John "0 wi ~ I r Or.. fi lld , he WQS the 

a 0& r of o ,rcl'lnbonk brunoh 01' ')10 url'l k .. ,. ; 0 U.lm11y und 

U cD .~ I. Ohl. '0 U"P r I'Qooll n1.ulS long uefor 
ry r • d • \tlnrl on lJael' \,;1' Ok , { \. U pluta 

• I • • len or ohr , •• 'H~tlJk tihd J hn H, "flr\\1 L 
1 '. n ro • III I , .olm, .tI~' I" 0 _nu o;.ll~Oboth . 
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"liz.ab.:tth ma r r ied John Slaven on .april 3, 1783 and by this 

csr riore ther e were five daugh ters and twO sons . 

Both Andrew and Wl11iam;'l;!a I: wi ck v.'e nt to the tl lchlands 

d e'" L',a I'ried Elizabeth 
r~n r ,y or ;reenbl'ler J aunty 1'or "C !1elr \O;ive s. 

,:roJ. ~ 6nd ,.i lliBru tun'ried lJancy Craig the sister of hirs. r.ndrew 

arr.ick . "illiam r/u r wick settled on lJeer Creek wher e Pe ter 

n . ,.3r't:lok nO\7 l ives and had three chi ldren , Robert L:rei g , 

..:.l!z.abeth t1 d .. ar erat . r..ndrel'l' ',;a r\,11ok e l sa opened up a nome 

on ..Jeer ~reek, t he prope r ty afterwa r ds occupied by Ilaj . J . C. 

iJ o~os t . 
~drew ,e r ',': ick' 5 children \"18 r e : Jene , who merri ed 

e s aoddel l ne~ r Greenbank ; Lal'Bs ret was Lr s . !;)emuel Sutton ' • 
ano:! was carried to Jacob ria r tmun near Greenbank and went to the 

r 

rar Wi!bt . Jaco b .. orwi ck , SOD of r..TIdrew ha rwick , Larried Elizab e th 

~l, ot :l r ~lnla , and ~e ttled on the ueer Cre ~ k homestead, then 

"e-d, to InUena, and final ly to l.i s souri. l.,ery "u n /ic\{ marri ad 

• &oDe rtr.bn ODd lived on the p r operty now held by ,Joseph Riley; 

OMlI0,," beCBW8 .,.,rs . :ieo . Burner, or 'r rf:.lvelers l{epose . =nna 

Drrled to .:ev . Hen ry. roogost and 11 d r lcc. •• 
1 

I 

• 

. , va neer Glede-

or _111 I;\e closed by 0 U'ogmeutol' y referenoe to 

ot ~ohn h. el~or . 

• wlot r of llGl , lturo \·n a un ofr10 r ~1lh the li10 

• • nUHn ~tll' I all by lho fib me or .·t 1'\.1 oi\ . 

I od t , I. • alai lull do 0 "' Iron tho 

'e a, 0 h • I • In ul 'I olloornln," the 
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ard e\< relationship . 

. ..aros
r

et roaCe 01' ; .. uguste County . 

It is believed that Jame s 

toage , her fathe r, lived a "hile on l'J1apps c ree\<, and af ter -

n~ rdS moved to KentuckY · 
upon thiS ma rria!;;e John "arwic\<, Junio r, settled on the 

.o.,~r end of the farm afte rwards owned by Capt . G. ·il . Sipl e . 

tarti
es 

yet living remember seeing traces of the cabin he heo. 

bu~lt and d~elt i n . 

Be remained the r e but a short time , hoWe 

ever , aad moved to Ohio about 1 790 . 

There "ere three little bOYS, one of them named John . 

::he Union officer claimed to b e a desc endant of a John Vlarwi ck 

~ro:!l est Virginia, a gr8n0.50n ,- auo. was a son doubtless , of one 

o! those little boys that went to Ohio with thei r parents from 

:~elr ceoin home on Deer Greek . 
';:'his Federal officer became 8 

o ber ot congress , and achiev ed a t' 
ne 10nal reputation by def6et-

~ nt.::. ill1.81!1. ,0 .. 1n1ey in a Cougressional contest . 

pocahontas Coun t y His tory 
by Rev . Vl illiam '1' . Pri c e . 

.I.nne ls o f .b.ugust8 co unty - '., ao.o.e11 



-. 
, I 

Rel la F. 

, I 
. (,If,. 

Yeager 

WILL OF SAMPSON L. MATHEWS . 

I !sampson , Mat hews of t h e County of L. 

• 

i g mind and good hea l th , of sound d i spos n Vir gini a , be i ng i n 
t i n do ma ke that life i s a lways uneer ~ J memor y , but knowing 

publi sh & decl are t hi s t o be my l as t Wi ll and Te s t ament . 

_1_ 

t I will & de vi se t o my 1 6 . 
a; 

daugh ter , Mary Ann Mat hews , 

a ll my lands . Stam~. l' ng Cr eek & St pehen Ho l e Run, lY1ng on " 

P . t i n Pocahonta s Count y, for near and adjoin ing Mill 01n , 

and during her nat ur a l life , and a fter t h e death o f my sa id 

daugb t er, I hereby wi ll & devi s e th e said l and and r eal 

e s tate herein before mentioned l y i ng near to & adj o in i n g 

Uill POint , to J ames lWithr ow of Le wisburg , Vir g inia, in 

tru st f or the use & purposes of a Femal e Academy to be 

erected t hereon , by the name of II Mar y Ann Mat hews Academy" . 

To be under the care government and direc t ion of t hat br an ch 

ot t he Presbyterian Chur ch now s t yled the new schoo l , so 

long as that branch of said Churc h shall adher e t o t h e 

.eut~ln1Lt ez Oonfession of f a ith , - - and I hereby authoriz e 

4: e· power the said Tru stee, J ames Withrow , a s soon as the 

.lcad~~y !",erein named shall be l egally cha~·t ered by t he Act 

01 t ~ Lee1 lature , to convey the above 
mentioned l ands to 

\ • Tru t ••• , or to the oorporQte bo'Y, 
~ designat ed by the 

1.0\ of Inoorporflt,lon tor tho URe n.nd pUl'pooea Of suoh ,. 
r y , &n4 tel' flO othnr r.llrpo wI, t 

,-- n 'O(l:vt!lr. 

2'. It 10 t:ly w.11\ "net dntl1re , t.hat. .hould my 9l'Ii .1e.. .. yJ.1 "'~t. ., •. ~/l'6("."\ . 
...,. ~, '1 IJ It 'ew 1,,_ 



daughter die leaving children surviving her , that such 

ohildren of my said daughter being females, shall be admitted 

as pupils to said Academy & thus receive instruction as l ong 

as shell be desi r ed , free from all charges for t~ition, for. 

all the terms such female children shall attend Batd Academy. 

And for the purpose of secur i ng the benefits & advantages of 

said Academy , to my friemds, & a preference in f a vor of their 

families , I do hereby will & direct t ha t the children (female) 

of the families of my b r other s, Jacob W. Mathews & of Andrew 

. llathews, shall have the first right to the benefits of 

said Academy , but norfree of charge for tuition, and that 

the female children of the families of the Justices of the 

County of Pocah ontas who sustained my election as Surveyor of' 

said County in lS49, shall be next prefered as scho l a r s to 

said Academy , but not without charge for tuition fees as 

afo-resa1d . 

3rd. I will and deVise to my said daughter Mary Ann 

~t: leWD all the re et & re s i due of my real e state in the State 

of 71relnla, tor & during iller n t 1 1 
a ura ife and after her death 

:~ ouch child or children of 
the said Mary Ann I as shal l 

leI 4ft 

e ' t 

t • 

& attain the age 

,11 die 

sux-

of twenty one or marry) but if my 

l" .,~ cblldr'n & 

t 

wi thou t lea vi ng 

th Y Bhould die 
Children, or if she 

under twenty one years or _1 
•• ,lng th n it 1 . my will thAt t he r ea l 

111 thl ol.u tlonc • 
.h~ll KO to & beoome 8 .srt 

• .. t &PftJ"\. for 
ld A Qndfttny, And I h or t at purpose , 

-2-



the said J ames Withrow, Trustee 
the legal title shall ve st in 

or corporate body named in 
as aforesaid, or in the Trus tees 

of i ncor por a tion of said Academy for the u se & 
the act 

11 as if this devi s e bad been 
pur pose t hereof a s effectua Y 

made directly to said Academy. 
4 .- I will and devi se a tract of l and I own in Mi s'souri, 

conta i ning 160 acre s, f or the u se & purpose of a par sonage of 

t h e 1J.ew School Pre sbyterian Church, and for this pur po s e do 

hereby invest my said friend James Withrow with the legal 

title t e erete as Tru st ee, to ho ld the same in trust for the 

~JXpose of a parsonage of sa i d Church, and to conve y the legal 

title t hereof &-thereto to sai d Tru stee i n Mi ssour i as may be 

legally cons tituted , t o take and ho ld the same, the u se & 

purposes herein indicated. 

5- The above devi ses a r e made subje'ct to the paymen t 

o ! oy just debts , but of all t he real estate o f which I may 

die ee ized, if an y be nece ssary to be 1d f so or t h e paymen t 

of :tJY debts , I hereby will & direc t t hat my Missour i lands 

"e flnt sold . 

6. I hereby w11l that no ..... ax t o f ... t he lands on 

\s=~lng Creek & Stephen Ho l e Run , near & adj o in ing Mill POint, 

It an Ac.demy hould b e ereoted thel-eon shall be 

O
o:=u , ever so ld 

t.d ror ~nythin, 01.. but . . , ho l d as l And connected r.ith 

of ... id Academy . And it i a !Ul"ther my Will' 
I\C OTt: of any o,-h"r 1 d tha.t 

n I or which I ma dl 
\ f'1 1):-0..,1110nl t Y GOined , " i. 1 h 

o thl. will • • noll I II to ~ belong to 

r 

d tor \. I u 
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Academy shall be sold or disposed of t han shall be requ i s ite 

& necessary of t he erection of t he nece ssary bui l di ngs f or t he 

use of sa i d Academy. 

I her eb y appo int J ame s Withr ow of Lew i sbur g my Executor, 

hereby r evok ing all for mer will s by me made, declar ed t h i s to 

be my l ast will & te s t ament. The sai d Executor no t t o give 

secur i t y. As witnes s my hand & seal th i s twenty s ixth day of 

Oatober in t he year 1$50 . 

SAMPSON L. MATHEWS 

Attested by us in the 
presence of the Testator & 
at hi s reque s t at the same time . 

Teste _ Johnson Reyno l ds 
Robert F . Denni s 

( SEAL ) 

Which Will being proven by the oat hs of J ohnson Reyno l d s 

and Rober t F. Dennis , subscribing witnesse s thereto was 

ordered to be & is here i n recor ded. And ther eupon J ames 

'I it hrc,., who made oat h & the Executor named in sa i d Will, 

into bond in the penalty enteTed of Twenty Five Thousand 

dollars conditioned as the l aw directs , which bond i s in 

t e worda & figure B following , to wit : 

'r. ~ow all men by these YfJ presents . 

t .row/am held & firmly bound unto t he 
at 1ntn.. 1n "he au.m f T COln.llomvealth o f 

o ".nty Flve Thousnnd "e y {tn\." r.ot well a. dollar s , for 
~ruly ~o b 

• ., h 're, t, cut.ora tlnd ArC-in! 0 mnde , I bind myself 
~~ tr Lor f ' 

",,'''.0.\'8. "' a1 d..'WHh my r. , 11'mly by these 

1 54. 1 ftIld dl\~.d thin :?6th dny of .r. 



l 

The condition of the above obligation i s that if the said 

James Withrow, Executor of Sampson L. Uathews dec ' d shall 

faithfully discharge t he duties of his trust, then the 

above obligation to be void, else to remain in full fo r ce . 

J AS. WITHROW ( SEAL) 

igned sealed & acknowledged 
in open Court Wm. Skeen Clk. 

And thereupon letters testamentary in due form LS granted 

~he said James Withr ow in dux form of l aw , upon the Es tate 

of sampson L. MathewB dec ' d. 

-5-

On mo tion of James Withrow, Executor of Sampson L. MatbeWB

dec'd _ ordered that Pa\ll McNeel , Michael B. Gilliland, 

RIchard ll cHeel, Robert G. Miller & Joel Hill (any three of 

.hOQ may act) be apPointed apprai s ers to appraise in current 

fund a on oath, t he per sonal Es t ate of Sampson 

dec ' d , & ma.ke r eport t hereof to Court ... 

t... r Term , le~ . • 

L. Mathews 

.r 
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DAHIEL A. STOFEa 

A VirGiniC'.n byJ:>irth a.Tld a resident of pocahontas 
He was 

county , \'.'a.s ProsecutinG Attorney for eibht years . 

born in 1.:iddle Broo]~ , AU£Usta. County, Virginia, I:ay 5th , 

1621, the s on of nenry Tu-rner Stof'er who died in 1852. and 

l:,&ry (Piper ) Stofer \"1ho died in 1824 . He served in the 

i':ex!i:can '17m- un der Taylor ) volunteering in 1846 and at the 

bCEinning of the Civil liar entered the Con:federate Service . 

He had two brothers in the same army, one of whom gave hi s 

li~e fo~ the lost cause . Daniel A . Stofer held the commis -

sian of Captain and was in active service until Jul;y 19", 

1863 ) \":11en he recei"'red five "l'lotmds in a skirmish , all in 

less than one minute . He vias Yiotmded once in the face , twice 

LTl the breast and tWice in the left leg , braakine the thigh 

bone in tVIO pIeces . One ball remained -i n 4-h 1 ~ ~ e eg during life . 

Cf the tno that entered the breast one was cut out near the 

spine and the other came out un'er ~h ..... .....8 rie:ht ann . The 

, 

f"lounds healed on the surface d an an inward abscess :f onned "which 

conf"ined him to his c01..1ch "for tr 1 .e ve months , subjected him 

to five operations and gave bim great trouble . His further 

oerlice \'Ino lost to the C onfederncy . 

1n hiD political and SOCial relations he "wo.s one 
out pOJ)ulC\.r 1n lhmtersv111e . He 11 ved\ to be qui. to 

4 in 't\1 ff' ISc1nl' of Oo.l't r1; r 
• <.I 0" or tho town lost C\ :fine 

1.'~o of t;}II old 0011001 nont}lnn1 Ef'ntl cmun l'nd n. beloved 

• bClT hlld frlf nil • 

o:f 

old 

\ 
l 

; , 
• 

r , 
t 
.. , 
1 
• 
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________ Office Letter~ ---- -

\ 1--
\ To Bruoe crawford, Chie!' 
-------=-~~~~= 

StBt:-'::~60I Date MaY-3Q~1!L-.-----
I . . 

-,r.:r..::""",--::N~.:.::1:.::1c::.:....;Y~.~M:::C:.:La~U~e;~h:::l:;1:.:n~--"-___ .,O:.:fc::fc::c::i~_L~.!.rring to Repor.:t.....Q!...DM. 2.~ 
SUb'jje~.~tL-________________ ~l~F~i~l~e-____ --

Sepa.rate sheet for each subject. Omit all formal,f.ties , _ _ For . .C?.ff?.ce l ett..c:
Ts 

cnlv . 

A- 1028 

I am sending you a verbatim c opy from County court Order 
Book No . 2 of John Braeshaws application for a pension 
under an act of congre ss. : ' In '~ Iiiy:needing somewhere, I have 
seen that there were fifteen nof these old veterans who 
lived to be old enough to apply f o r pensions 1n this c ~ '..:, . 

~ount y. 



pooahonta~ coUNTY 

., 
1'0 wit: , 

,-
State of Virginial 
pocahontas qounty 

" 
On this 4th' day o; · s~ptemb.r 1632, p.rsona11r appeared . • 

in op.n Oourt b.rore Benjamin Tallman, Yl11lam- ca~.r, J~hn 
Gilleland Wli11am Slaven. the Court of pooahontas Countr .f' 
now Blttl~g. John Bradshaw, a resident of the' aald county 
of pooahontae, and state of Virginia, aged seventy-two yeara, 
on the .eoond dar ot F.bruBr7 laot; who. being firet du17-, 
sworn according to la .... doth on his oath make tho fo~lowing 
d.olaration. 10 order to obtain the ben.fit of the Aot of ' , " 
Congr •••• p&sse4 cJune -?th 1632: .mat h. snt.red the servioe _ 
of tho United states under the following named offioers ; in . 
the month of January l?Bl, ' under captain Thomaa .. Hlokl1n , fo:· ::.,~. :.' 
Lieutenant Jos.ph Givepr En.ign Thomas Right. and COlonel ".
sampson Uathewa. He was drafted in and t aken from the County 
of Augusta, in the state of Virgin1a, .~her8 be resided , and '., rot \. 
passed over the Dlue Ridge, down to Camp Carson, near ' Ports- 1-

mouth, 1n Virgin1a, where he remained the greater part ot :.. 
the winter; and, from there the army marched down to llur- .-."-
dockls Ui11e, nearer Portsmouth, where he remained unt1l the ' ~' 
expiration ot hiB Term of service. Thrae montha expired on '-
tho ninth dar of April 176l-----he waS di.charged. He waS • 
in one engagement under ' the ,betore named officers, at. or ,~ r ," 
ln sight ot Portsmouth. _ He :_a8 not wounded, but one ot tlie .';~ ,~ ".' 
of!1cers. Captain Cunn1ogham. of ROokbridge Countr Virginia : '.0:: 
was wounded, and one ' sqld1er was also wounded. He' was en- ~ , : . ') 
gaged several timee 1n routing the pioket guard. :He was .... >. I 

Sergeant 1n the Company aforesaid. ~ 0.'" ...." ."" "f ,r~,~ " 
_', .~. " , .. ~ ~ "." ' ,":: ~~ t " f., ·:"O;i ,# : " .... ,."_ ... ,-~ , 

Tba t he was. again drart ed ' from th J,ui ' '"~l' 0+ •• )', \ ;", ::," .' ~"-
and from the 'co'unty aforesaid in the e i~ia as ' ato~esa1d . ~ ~) "'f 

command of Colonel Samuel Van~e and c!e~r 1 81, Under the :::-.l.f-, ; 
and t aken to Little York, where' cornw-alia a ~ Thomas Hioklin, ~."" ~'t", 
was ln the slege ot. York---at the t aki ce B Army la)", and , .... " 
guar4ed the prisone~s ~ to the barraoke ng ot CornwallaoB. and ~ .. 
where he was discharged. That be w ;t Winchester, Virginia, - r 
Company ot John Henderson in the a8 akan out ot the ~ 
Uonroe, in the Stat e or vir Ini County or Greenbrier, now ~ 
oprtng o~ the year l??6i t~t ha , as a volunteer Spy in the . 
that betore enterIng on the dut~ was then in bis 18th year· 
or fldel ity. He spent the Bumme~: o~ ~ Spy , he t ook the o~th 
1779 &1 A regular Spy in the C t 0 776-1777_1778 and 
1"h&t he know. ot no pereon 11 ~un y or Monroe BS atoresald 
.ervlo1 ~. aforesaId. He her!bng who could t es tify to his· 
~o • penlton or annUIty. exoeptYth81inqui8hse every clalm 
that hl. nAme 1e not On the pon I B pr esent, and deolare. ' 
ant S \ Rtl . 8 on Roll of the agenoy ot 

, 
sworn to, ~nd 8uboorlbod • tho do,y d an year aforesaid. 

JOHN BRADSHAW , 

• 



S
mORIC CALD,/llLLS--PIOI, ,,"8~ 

THE III 1 ,. ~ IP" 
OF .t,l$llCA 

The nrone of 
Am . a Recent 

Caldwell is historic in er).c . 

for it a remar}:nbl e record for patriot
investiGotions reveal 

1 brave""'" during the Revolution and in the try -
15m and persona ... " 

shape on 
h t he States nere cominG into 

ing pioneer times w en 
From Rllode Island to Florida and through -to Texas 

new soil . 
and the coast J thiS' blood e}..-tends today J growing out of a parent 

, 
stoel: -that nas staunch in its defence of Presbyterianism , friendl y 

to education , and influential in politics . 

The earliest record of the Caldwells fOl.Uld in the recent 

investigations, relate to three brot hers: John , Alexander and 

Oliver _ who r/ere seamen on the Iledi terranian in the latter part 

of tbe 14th century . The three brothers .settled nearby at 

::oun't Arid ) earning the eruni ty of Francis I of France. After 

his escape f r om ~priso~~ent ) under Charles V of Ge~any ) the 

brothers v;ere again forced to change their location . 

Goine t o Scotland, t hey pu:chased near Folney Frith, the 

8!3to:te of a Bi shop named Do\' '''las, w~th the ~ ~ consent of James 1st 

on condition that li the said broth ero:::,John, 'l 
.,. .'i.. exander and Oliver J 

l.D.te at :iount Arid H should have their •• tate ~ known as nCau.1dwell ll J 

CI rlhcn "tho k1nC nhould require , tl,. y should eac h send a son 
ft1th ttlont~ mon of' uound limbs , to -. nid i n j t l..te Viars of t he king . 

ZhhTh its 11 cup prooorvod no hOirloom· 
J frOl!l n hiah it is 

1_ cCl}n thn"t the oDtnto tool: 1to nnmo .from 
n wntoril18 p l a oe. The 

nIT" n a "C i ttn1 " n Met 'tw~nty 1.IO\11lto. u men a ll. u.nnt'd 

" tor trom n \', 11 , _with th ' II I'lord~ undern oath , 



" also a f< -e burro "t"'\U on a hill, over 
of Cauldwell - ........ H f.) 

\"lords IILjount Arid l1 and a yessel surrotmded by high waveS . 

isl:ll1ds . 

The name of I!Cauldnell" early e!:tered the wars of the 

Joseph John , Alexander , Daniel , David and Andrew - , 
of Cauldwell went rlith Oliver Crorrmell (whose grand- mother 'w~s 

}.nn Ca11.1dnell) to Ireland , of which he was the Lord Governor. 

A~fter his promotion to the protectorate of England) they re 

.:-.ained in his interest in Ireland until the restoration of 

Charles II, when David, JOPJl and Alexander fled to America . 

Joseph died in Ireland and Daniel remained there , but several 

of their children emiGrated to America , settling on the James 

River, VirGinia and elsewhere . 

There is a claim that Jo1m Cauldnell did not settle in 

.'nerica, but it is cssured thnt his son , Jolm Caldwell (as the 

naoe bad come to be spelled) married Uargaret Philips in ~ounty 

!.!every Irele.nd , where several children were born to them . 

Gn December 10 , 1727 th 1 
1 ey anded at rTev/castle , Dela'l7are, 

coinr' i'roo there to Lancaster Coun+.· Pl · 
~~ I ennsy vanla, end about 

11 ~2 'to LunnenburG I non Chm-lotte C ty . 
Olm I Virginia . Here the. 

ere Jo1n~d by relat1 ves fOl:1!l.1ng what \'lOS mown :lS nCe.ldwell 
~t"tlC:""ICntn 

_2 _ 

tQr l'llIly years . John Caldwell r:as th e first Justice 
or tl~ f'H co nnel hin :Jon \'J1111nm 'the first militia officer com-

lflc.nel 0"1 COore I1 tor thnt ... ... orrit<XI:V· . Ho died o.nd wt\s , 
d boa111" ~1D w1to , in ' 700 . 

'rho Ohi1.dron of thoso p1oneel.' 

:S't'd Dnv1d ; 4th LnrGm-"ot . 
nor 1 t 1U1n.n ; :'!J1I'i 

, 
oh (If th('oo m en CC'Ilttr1bute-d 

CIIn; 7th 

ot the 
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:fotUlders of l'rinceton College, was 

p~ 
flii:3?(lBTid by British soldier s 

N Jer" ey , ancl hiS descendants received , by 
at Eli:;a.oethtor,'l1 , ew ~ 

C.rerlcships at Vlashington for many years. 
the \'fay of pension, olt: 

fRndation of the Liberia Coloniza 
~ 

Two of his sons led in the 

tiOD scheme , end Gave nrune to Cauldwell , Liberia . 

Lartha , dau.Ghter of William Cal dnell, became the 

oother of JaM CaldY!ell Calhoun , the American stat esman . The 

1 d for patr 'o+";sm dur' n g t h e "tar .;hole family nere distingtJ,.is 1e ..L u ..L . ..L 

o~ the Revolution . 

Robert Caldnell was an early settler in lJe r cer County ) 

::entucky , Vlhere he died in 1806 the .father of a larg e famil y , 

r.:'lO 1;ere an honor to the Sto.te . One son , JaM died nh ile 

Lieutenant Govenlor, and vras buried at Frankfort where a public 

::lonunent mar]:s his life work . He gave the name to Caldwell 

County of which he "laS early settler . 

Samu.el Caldwell was a llajor - General in the War of 1 812 , 

and the f1:rst Clerk of the LOGan County Court . Both '"fer e mem

era at the LeGislature , as was Robert Caldwell ,. who presid ed 

!.r. t"~ House '"then the famous resolutions of 1798 were adopted . 

!he daUllhter of Robert Caldwell became the wife of O. H. 

onnine , L1ncoln lQ Oeorotary of the Interior . 

....... r. 

CarJ , rUlothor dnuc.htor of" Robert married Dr . R . C . 

noll ,:no'rm Atnorienn 0:(' hia d"\I . D 1d C 1 .......,.... o.v· n d \'."011 , \"lSS 

Lnnn nbu.re; COtlJt~~ ond his 11' ,tt,*, 010 altureh yard in 

,. r ahlldr 1\ a.~tloa at ·tho pOint mnrkod "Cnl.dwel1 

on ' a It Jl or}" ntuo"ky 0:(" 1704 . 
a J tu, " 0 nft-1 I I) 

• I ..... ~ - ••• 11.) an TU 

• • ''''''''dba'", ot 10 er nntl hn~ ml\.J\). 
... . t \."8 . 
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t hat the Caldwells in prove 
The reoent il1vestie;s.tions 

to a conunon orig in and 
k aricn whom common traditions point 

J least three distinct branches of the 
ancestry , comprise at 

e~i~ation from Ireland . 
startin~ from a separ~te 0-

flll'lily J eo.ch 0 
to the evidence noW histor

These emieration€, accordinS 

- 4-

ica1.1y r ecorded are : 

Pirst emigration John Caldwell of Ireland with 
his f amily , 

t "1ewcastle , DeltvJare , December 10, 1727 . l.ho landed a .I: 

Settled 

~irst in Lancaster) Pennsylvania , and final1y in 1742 at 

"Caldr;ell Settlement
u

. 

Second emigation: Jane s Caldnell of C01.Ulty Ty rone, 

"1'"reland , 'I'd. th his fani~ in 1769 . \'1i th him CaIne also his two 

'.o~er br others , Jom, who settled in Virginia and David Yfho 

!:ettled in the Carolinas . 

Third emigrat ion : John Caldwell of Hannony Hill , near 

aally::loIX¥ County , Antrim , Irelancl , \'lith h is fain ily in 1799 , 

... i 1800 . The;y settled finally in the 5i te of the present Salisbury 

11lb , Orange County , 1:ew YorlL , with the exceptio?? of the yoUlll;

eat acr. mo settled in Charleston , South Carolina . ITe also had 

t,"ft'O brother5 ./ho came to America ; James settled in Philade1-

b1 ani Richard Bottled in Bnltimre o 

no cQnnf)otion antl rel ationship bctneon these three 

br1l1l,~h"D 0: tho t""~1ly hno not 00 l'ar (\:;;..lcnorm been ostablished , 
• laputo. 1D nvl.fmoe • 

,",11 j !nth"r or tho Jnmns who Iniern-ted to 

ftIl.n Il lcmlatl prop ~lot :r nonr th it)" 01' C 1°): 

.,""" tJ' 1'n
0

""'" • d and. hn t n hie no t.nt thoro ortent:ti ,.c 

-

-
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known of llim is that 
tI About all that is 

n linen bleo.ches . .. d by ..... hree men 
.j.,h 1 lNas visi "e " 

P
rior to his dea" 1e 

on one occasion of blackmail 
rlMted lIe::emption mone:;l1 a sort 

who tol.d him they of some 
t have "Orotection from l anlessness , 

for which he \"laS 0 ~ 

, g~_,L.~J'I Me~~~ 
sort 0df.N1I(~~ ~ ~do 

~a;bQ- afi:er thli n,eH-Weore gone, the son . . 

11 
that\! He replied: " \'1e l l , my son , 

n .?ather I never wi pay . 

\~ll rer-T'et it if" you dont . II 
,:;ou,~ c ... 

'Then the father d ied and the son succeeded to the estate 1 

he .:as called upon for the UExemption moneyl1 • He refused to pay 

b d th mselves out It "'las not more than it . ?he colle ct ors owe _e . 

a neel: or tno until one of the servants came in and told him that 

So valuable yol~e of oxen had been driven over a precipice 1 because 

ot' this and other lawlessness ~d perseaution ~e abandoned his 

estates in Ireland and came to America with his family in 1769 . 

i!e na.s born on his father ' 5 estate near the city of Cork in 1724 . 

In 1152, he carried Elizabeth Alexander who rlas born near Cork 

in 1137 and 13 oDid to have been a descendent of the Druces of 

Scotland and one of the o·arne family \"lho settled :in Alexandria 

"1..rS.1n1a . At the time of his em1gro.tion ) his family conSisted 

h1JJ "ite I E1i7~:,cth , hie Gon John , seoond Anne J third l:ary J 

t So.rah. fifth Frnnoea , o:l.xth Janet , oeventh Lovoly J 

both OJd. ninth Jano . Tont.'l Sru:\\lol \'({lS born d\lri..ns 

our t: or Hora born in Am r1o~: lovonth Jrunes J 

{Ul(\ fo\.U-t(J nth JO::Joph . , •• U'tl> 0u_1N1h, tl rt OMh 1 Xnl\d.or 

a..ryl 111 11l mov J to 

ut 1774 roo 177~ , 

M •• n • IllIII ... "d. to . "ern V1re1nia . 
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The family d the mountains and crosse . 
settled at Wheeling 

TheY took up the broad 
in 1772, two years before the Zenes . 

Creek , beins about twelve hun
bottom l ands south of \'Iheeling 

dr ed acre s of the present city of Wheeling . 
of land in the 

Jane s Caldwell took up l <?.rge surveys 

and l ived there until. his death in 1 8 00 , 
OhiO River Valley 

on t.:ai.n Street of the City of Wheeling . 

commissioned by Patrie1\: ~enry , the 
Jame s Caldwell "las 

of the I1Gentlemerr Justices,lI for Oh io 
Governor of Virginia, one 

b member of the first Court , which then 
County , Vir e;inia , t o e a 

had a very extensive t er r itory . This was the first Court in 

the valley of the Ohio and t he first organized g overnment west 

of the AlleGhenies i n Virginia . This Court of 'which James 

Caldwell \'/as a member , organized t h e I.!ilitia and recm!Unended 

the officers tb the Governor for c Or.JI!lission . This lliili tia was · 

encac;ed in defence of Fort Henry at '7heeling ag~inst British 

troops and Indians I a.l1d on v arious other mi~i t a ry enterpris es 

e~ the British and their Indian a l lies . 

';llOeo Caldwell was a oi vil officer I but in t hat a i ded 

t!le P.o·/olut1on , beinG too old to ent er actively into the rnil -

1t1U7 cCl"'"l1ce . Tho rocordo of tho court of" Ohio COlmty show 

1:< n1r - rvictli roepootinr: militia , cmf.rioient ovidence to ho.\'"e 

h1c l.tI It oonv1otion tor h1eh 1:J;,oo!lon , had the Rev ol u

D n DJoClftnlftul . lIla Id.oot son .101\0 built Fort H nry 

""" ft011ll'l<llc4 4 U'1nc 0110 of tho u1 ( " . Th {nth ,. l""lfl,9 not 

l"roJ'IQ I·ty or h tll 1n whnt 1a lmown as 

111 '1'11 ... r 
:!'rOI:! 
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plantation after one of 
dr; ve'n out from his - _ 

He was .... d - Indians 
f the (arty family 2nd a ban 0. 

these sieges , by o
ne3 . sendine him a fugitive with 

h is improvements , 
rma bu..T'!led dovID Hearing the 

. d behind him on a pil lion • 
. ~ \.'110 ,"as carr~e 

his m . .Ie ) · . 1 with silver 
. the filledPiarge c opper 1cett e 

Indians r:ere com1.ng , . Y f\ d f1 d 
and buried it in the wood 5 an e 

~~d other valuables and money ,","U 

t o Claysville ) Pennsylvania . 
Y/hen they returned for t h eir valu-

h house bad stood, nor any trace 
abI es they could not fina rlhere t e 

of their buried treasure . Whil e they \'Iere at Claysville , their 

you..'1be :Jt son naS :::'orn- - Joseph . 

:.:r . Alfr ed Caldnel l of \1beelinc; has some '"10r ds g iven before 

this court by admi nistr ators or executors n11ioh made payable to 

sittinG Just i ces se emed t o have been printed before the Revolution 

203 they y;e:::.·e dated l1In the ------------ ------- year of our 

:overeiGD Lord , liing George the Third l1
• These old reb el justices 

h3ve had the "lor ds !l I n the y ear of' our Sovereign Lord King Geor ge 

the 'i'hird 11 cr ossed out yli t h ink and inserted in pl a ce t hereof' 

-:n the . . " , ," "" ' , ... year of' t h e Common wealth!!. 

Prorn Penncylvania All'red Caldnell settled a t I.'est Liberty 

1u-cJn1n J flho 0 h10 Wife , Elizabeth died He final.ly settled 

,,'t 'C't,aelinL then cnllod Fort Henry . The house t hat he built nnd 

in ~oh h lived \'/0.0 torn do\'." in 1902 . ml fr d .... le runo an some of 

bl.o)~ 1'1 lnut 101 u nntl 

1. c D14nr 4 'Vol)' prnoloutJ \'/OOtl . 
11.I'U'tlh of the t1clbel.' wns what 

\ , 
Th ho0"J' timbor \'iUS .... "."'>4 "1'1 t.ll \lullllCtn pi nn I nnd 11 til nt\'11n U$CU i n ...... "an l'u ~I bl(ttl }Wl't'lCl l'Ihoe n 119 . 

1 " o • tor1hJt but \,:hen heo OD..':'!e t o 
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thiS ccuntry there v,"s somethinG in the doctrine of the Pre
s

-

byteriM Clmrch th"t he could not accept and he never would 

t&,e cOl:\l1\union vlith the Cl1UTch , but alnays too], communion by 

lIe rlas a. great grand- son of Sir James CaldY/ell , 
hiOself at hOr.\e . 
'3l"onet

, 
\'lbo reS ided at and oYmea Castle Caldvlell on the north 

shores of lo,':er Lake Erne in County Ferrnanagh in Ireland . The 

title is noW in abeyance and Castle Caldriell , althoUGh still lmm\'D. 

h:.- that name has passed into other hands than the Caldwell ' 5 j it 

bavinE been inherited by some female member of the family whose 

The old 
escendonts entirely dispensed with their patrimony . 

Castle nas not a large affair ) but is a pictureSQue ruin on the 

north shore of the la1~e . 

~ don , an one of his daughter s , I.:r . Allred Caldr:ell, elde"t < d 

mlle in Europe visited Castle Caldwell in County FennanaGh , 

~ov1nce of Ulster J Ireland J the ancient seat of the Caldwells , 

a:-~ tt.ey dencribe the ruins as among the most picturesque and 

31n1:; r;lmt they nai ted while in the old world ~ 

• 
Sir JMtHJ Cnld\"lell riBS created n- t ' .. "Ione by h.1.n S t,'illiam • 

.. 1'0 l'.or came with CrOtnrcll fr ~" . om ........, rshire • John , born 

1 5', ~ho .ld. t Don., of Jam ::; Caldwcll , remninod with his 

1'71flJ'\ll 'fClr OOt:lot1m 1n . c and lator went to rlhcel 
till to t.h "'nl\ l' ing with 

Dna . rho Im11t\rto toolt n Great :rano~~ to 

'blood ant o~ 01" (! ) l\Utl It 1 lit 11 Ii nll.. th \'Ihite 

nfl nc; OVUI thnn , h 

1n ) 1r rou 1 " \.1th th hoot11 

btl. t or t II n.:t:\' • 

• V017 n thle bnttle . 

hin . 
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The powder was stored acroSS the road from the fort . A 1:iss 

BOGGs e~~cla.imed to the commander that a \'loman I slife r/as not 

,'\orth much and offered to GO and bring a supply of this powder . 

lIer persistence Vias such that the conunander Gave her authori ~ . 
':he Indians thinking she was only a squaw J did not molest her . 

She filled her apron with po'uder and started back with it J when 

it dawned upon the Indians nhat she was doing . They fired at 

her but she· miraculously escaped into the fort) safe Vii th the 

?o·,;der . 

?here is a tradition that it was a I1iss Zane \"Iho carried 

the ,,_ o;"jder , but J 1m Cald 11 1 o we J vno was present said it was IJiss 

lloa;s . 

Jolm Caldwell was at one time with i:cCullough when they 

r.ere ~ursued by Indians . 'i7hen they arrived at !1 Dug: Hilllt he 

and sone othe~s were' d , Ul a vance ; I.lcCulloueh) who w'as behind 

~~ close pressed by the Indians , ran his horse dorm a steep 

~ree!p1ce . The Indians looked on in astonishment . Ynlen 

GmT tl'.at l:c ond the hors e l'Jere not killed th I ey declared 

they 

it nas 
.. 8pL"1. ~ ",,1 otopped their Pursuit _ 

called. '&.-CCulloUCh I D Leap ! . 
'i'he pl::l.ce was afterwards 

Colonbl JOhn Cnld\·ioll , o.!ter Uraddoolt ' s dco('eot 
C 1 ~1 De II C. Ch ... aooonpan_ 

np11ne , Oolonol Ellono::;or 

01 CI t'lCKlp tvld C[llonnl 

• rro tlor 

f\ or tl·oa t 

ana Do rD . 
P"l'Oott 1 ln1'"luC'nco 

• ,1d to be th 

's " .r _ 

-s-
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d
., b d busband was Jac1.;: Lee. 

Sr::mcenin of 1.1a.rylan anu er secon 

l;ary Caldwell was born in 1756 and married AUQlst 31 , 

- "Ib l' She nas the 
1175 Colonel liese s CatonChapline ) of T ee lllS · 

Qot her of" Gener a l J.1o ses W. Chapline J aid - de - camp to General 

Cass of the war of 1812 . 
He married Elizabeth , eldest dau[ft-

• 
ter of Josiah Fox, constructor of the first American navy- J whose 

hist orical record has been Given to the J ournal of AMerican 

:listory . 
Sarah Cal dvlell 'l'iaS born in 1758 . She married Colonel Huc..he s . 

Be armed the plantation called li The Ijount l1 Havre - de - Grace J where 

he had iron l"!orks and made cannon during the \,/ar of 1 812 , receiv-

iDe an order from the Government for several . Before he had 

deli vered the cannon the British spiked them all , which result ed 

in their entire loss . 

Frances Ca ldwell nas born in 1760. Sb e married Jud&e 

:cClure and l ived a t "'iest Liberty I Virginia . 

Jc.net Cal drlell was born in 1762 and died youne . 

Lovely Cald"lcl l Vias b orn .; ..... 176 ~~ 4 and married Colonel 

tJbert ";eods . She was Love l y I on .. a ccount f 1 o 1er beauty . 

l1U 

:1.1zo."/cth Coldnol l "'ms born in 1765 and married a Wr . 

eon . 

J M Caldtl 11 \"Ina born in 1 767 and married l:r . J ohn Rall'll. 

flol Ct lOtI 11 \"lnn born in 1769 ".~\l n::u;-r1ed aOMe 10 y 
YJO "ld not t . 111) lind n tr\M1ly \, but not m\lch \', s 

1A . 

• Ca'14',oll """ b<>Tf. 111 1770 . 1[0 tOONil 

11 • trun .'hoolinr 

1:'101'"0 1\ t nnd 

i n hio n,"1d 
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'''lent to COI1{7ess from that district . He vias said to be the 

handsomest man in the state . He was President of the lti.erchants 

end wechanics Bank of YTheeling and at bis death left a large 

csto.te . He merried Haney Booker of St . Clairsville . His son 

A1....~d CaldYJell was a Graduate of \'!ashington and Jefferson Col

lege
J 

Pennsylvania and of the Harvard Law School . lIe was an old 

twe whig and y:as seated b;y his party as Senator to the State 

Legislature of Virginia • . In 1860 , he became a Republican • 

. Tbe people of Riclunond , the capital of VirGinia , threat - ". 

ened to mob him if he) a Republican , came there and took his 

seat in the Senate . lie accepted their challenge J rtent to the 

capital ) and made the f'irs t Republican s p eech ever heard there . 

Lincoln appointed him Consul to Honolulu) Hawaiian Islands 

r.here be remained throueh Lincoln 's d J an ohnson ' s administrat ions . 

;~e also became j~a~~or of Ylheelin~ . H . o .e marr~ed first ) Hattie 

.... a.1rd , and their son was Alfred Caldwell , who 

~~ educated at Pr ~ oJ.essor HardinG' s Acade!!1J' in 

was born . in 1 804 

Ylheelin[; , at 

L1bart:i Academy in Ohio County Virginia , now West Virginia at 
Dahu,Colloec ncar Honolulu and . ) a t Yale , taJ'inG the degree of 

Ph .' in 1667 . Ho t d o U ied lew in his father ' s office J being 

Alfred ~aldr;e ll went .1. 
ned to tho \'/hoelinG bar in 186S : 

ruth 

r1CQ in 

tho ConDulato 

tr64 . 
in HonolUlu in 1 861 . ~'hey returned 

hOl:\o he .r;topped i \./ On hie \'103' 
" n e stern 

bet" n th" \ 
doo 4 Ir1 

• b"""'''-r " 

. " ... :lP ~'or ) .. ru::1.l:ti1l10ll nnd 

n ~h /1\11 ot 1864 ..:hl1 n n \"iS1 t 
t 0: 

t '·1t' 1n1(\ , h II e 

:Al 1or1dnn I !J nrt1.Y 

nt th b ttle or 
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Cedar Creelt , and saw General Philip H. Sheridan make his cele-

He r-las clerk of' the 
brated ride from Winchester to the front . 

'!'irst branch of -the county} of the oi ty of "rneeling from 1 868-

1675; State Senator of rlest Virginia in 1875- 1 877, b eing a 

ceooer of the court of impeachment "/hioh removed th/? state 

treasurer in 1876 , and Attorney General of t/est Virginia two 

teros , 1885-1093 . 
This descendant of the Caldvlell' 5 resided 

at Trbeeling and practiced law. He married I,!iss Laura B . 

Goshorn in 1871 . 

Susannah Caldwell Vias born in 1772 and married a Dr . 

f.illiard . 

, 

Alexander Oa1d\"/e11 was born in 1774 and lived in \'111ee1-

1.r.c Tmere he was a l ay/yer J and through ~enry Clay I s influence 

ftC3 appointed United States COltrt Judge . He moved to l1issau-

... t . Genevieve r1 1n 1818 and practiced his profess<on there at S 

!:111. lE20 ,"men he returned to Ylhee~ing . It was after his 

re'7.Irn ti:1D.t he ",as apPointed Juc1ce. 

~ .o l D !'rtcnd" . 

He \'laS called the II poor 

He norried Eliza Halstead of Hen Jersey and 

41e4 in .. &37 , 

• 

'0. h Cnldvtoll \"M born in 1777 th I e younGest or l ast child 

D Cald\liltll . 110 wao n morchnnt in \'Ihee1in~ u until 1817 , 

n 

~~, . o b1D tnm juo·t out of 17hoo1int:; . Ho \·, .... s -, ..,. .. I...LSO 

0: th • erohnntb (\11'\ 

•• t I tn t1r.t 

J' ohMio3' nn~: fron 1841 to 1B60; 

rn'y Yo.rn 1i ~ Vi OA r 1ninj sooond 
th , Annn ~ . 'th . J,.'!I 0: "O\u'tocon 

so 1.0nt0 or r t t rou J\out tho nntion 
• 

-
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This rocord is evidence of the pO\'ler of heredi ~Y and 

is here l."ecorded fOl." its intrinsic h:istorical values . 

\'/ILLIAll HAlITTON CALD\,IllLL > )j , D, 
of Lewisburg 1. \'lest Virginia . 

'.;illia~ ITompton Caldwell nas born in Lewisburg ) Green

'Qrier C01.lIl~r , 'ij'r ' r-;t Virginia , Ilay 10 , 1858, a son of De'l-Vitt 

Clinton :Solivar Caldnell , and Sarah Jane Caldwell , and a 

c;rr-"1li - son of Joseph Fran1:lin and !.nn (Tyler) Caldwell. 

-13-

Dr . Josepb P . Caldnell, his grandfather, came to 

reen.":lrler County in 1820 and in Lewisburg established the first 

~eTl:J!a,er published ne st of the Blue Ridge in the same year--

n.e Inllad1um of Virt,;in1.a . He also established the first 

stn c lineD throU(;h the state , from Lerti.sburg to Newbern , 'North 

Carolina and. Gu;yo.ndotte;-ckarleston , This was in 1837 or 

fI :.nils prior to toot date having been carried by a 

on horDobnok . 

111.1bl:l Cultlt"llJll WO!J n membor of tho West Virginia Lo£;_ 

.,u,o-"'. 1r 1 G7 nnd 1ntl"Ollucod " bill rc' [lt1vo to tho 1 c. noorpo_ 
1.<> .... ,1-... " {"" '"/Uft Cllyor ot I. n1ob~g , l'rosidcnt of tho 

n Nl1; nlw "U a oit1'".n i prom Bent in tho 
f 
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F . Caldwell , was 
Caldr:ell, son of J . 

Dr . H. Clay 

1Il
" +he NaVY for several years , b einG pro

assistant surgeon -¥ 

- l?-
• 

or tvlO previous to his death 
noted to fUl~ surgeon a year at the residence 
\'Thich occurred while home on leave of absence ) 

1Il
" Le,"";sburg , December 1 , 1859 . in the 28th 

of his f ather , .... 

:oe DI of his aBe . 
He was a young man of brilliant promise ; 

of superior mind and an honor to his profession. 

The fath~r of \7illi~ H. was also a physic i an , \'las justice 

of the p ea ce , Clerl( of the county court of Gr eenbrier C01U1~ 

end also United States exaEining Surgeon for \"lest Virginia . 

li1111am H. Caldwell , in addition to his professional duties , 

held the seal of Notary in and for Greenbri e r County for two 

:-ears . His residence is in Lewisburg District and he Q\o'ms 

the "Stone nouse l! at "River Dale" on · the Gr eenbrier river--one 

~ the finest house s built in t h e CO\.U1ty) erected and owned 

by '!lenjB."!l11: Grigsby a Presbyterian Ianister and pioneer of 

"the county . a tt!~ &...?<:- ~ ((j~~~ 

Ij,~ 1J~ rt-~ &z-Ulf;cvI~ ~<>C-
tJt1'?; ~a.L-::W 9z(}Y~vL C~~ 
f"-- ~?.M-1 ~ C-r.U'd~~ ~~ ~---<

;:;x. t:-. -~~ ~oL-<.- , 

\ 

• 
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t!~~.t c ounty r s 

best and ~05t beloved citizens . 
He was an officer 

i
n cattle and sheep raising · 

.0 .-."'(1:1 c r:£:n~eu ) 11th virginia Cavalry, (Bath County 

!.n the confede'!"at~. sel-vi.c
e

) Adjutant General 

on
d 

ronked amonG the bravest of biS comrades , 

and Chief of Staff , West Virgini a Division , United Confeder ate 

Veterans . 
Born June 30 , 1 8 43 , in Bath County , Virgini", he entered 

the Confederate service April 17th , 186l \"ii th Cadet Corps of 

Virginia Ililitary Institute , Lieutenant Company F 11th ~egiment , 
Virginia Cavalry . He served until close of the Ylar . Liember 

:.!.offet poage Ca..'!(9 U. C. v . 949 r':arlinton) \"/est Virginia . His 

residence nas Linvlood) \'/est virg~ia) wh ere he died in 1 910 . 

Let us remember that t he Confedeate soldier fought with 

honor , surrendered rrith honor , and a b i d ed the issue s with h onor . 

Union men. 
i\fter the war he cone hack into the Unl' on 

Ee i s as loyal to the f lag as Union men . 

equal with 

The field of history 

~s a s bro~d a s human lif e . Let u s Glean all the true gems of 

sout hern historJ and pl a ce t h em vthere the vforld can see t he Ill, 

before i t 1s t oo l ate and the r owance ) loyalty and great of the 

old $outh be burned in oblivion . 

Colonel Gatevlood marri ed tlary \'larwiclc 

J 

"I ) da ughter of J u d:,:e 

nmett . o.rwick of \'Iarm Spr inc s V' . -I ~rG1nJ.. a . For s amet ' - e ~l ...... ...ley 

~ on at l .;ount~1n G 11'"' 114 1n the bricl~ mo.n::;i rove ) n oted f or its 

Colon1nl h1atorJ o.nd ho sl'l1tn11ty . T 

1

_.... trey movod to their l" r~e 
1.I00I'''''' ho ltl1n' 0 of tho C t ~ u 0. '01'/0 0 (1 1 G in P 

" ...... _ ~ C ocnhonto.s Co\.U\-h· . 
0 .... • to r/OOlI ';Ina ".;1 00 lO~/oly bo'th 1 
tiM hoearna 4' n por Gon.and ohm'noto" 

. " ... .o.vol.·.ltn i n ... hot" 1'\ 1,) \' / homo . , 
o1r .to-... n: 1n '::iIlian 1' . 

. ----
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the vicinity of Li:'lIvoOa . 
Cameron, a popul~r phYsician in who live at the 

Their sons are Eugene and Massie, 

beautiful Colonial ~ome built by Colonel 
GateTIOod at Linwooa. 

d G ld ' Y ~er ana livea in 
';,'illiam Gater/ood , t hird son , marrie ·0 ~e eao 

virginia until her death not lonG af'ter their narriage . 
AndreYI , 

t sonll, ~"arl"'ed Brmmie Yeager, sister of 
Gatewood, YOUllGes ,. ." ..... 
Goldie and daughters of the late Honorable Brown M. YeaGer . 

They have ];lade their home at pulaslci, Virginia , for many years ; 

Cr . Gatewood being a fir3t class nininG · eng ineer . 

!.irs . Jane GatevlOod ' 5 daueJlter I':'ary Jane became l,lrs. }:ennedy ) 

a !!Ierchant who lived in 1.:enphis, Tennessee) v:he r e she died of 

yell on fever . The other dauGhter became the wife of IJr . Patton 

of rtocl-:bridge. Her daughters 1,lrs. Crockett and I.irs .. Kent vlere 

hiEhly esteemed ladies of \"l i theville and vicinity. Upon her 

second marriage t:rs . Frances Patton became the Yfif'e of General 

Daman , of Lexington, Virginia . 
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J _~o.the\"lS and her De scendD.l1tS . 
Drs . I.:ory \'/arwiclc ~ 

. \.! ... ..,:.wiclc' 5 family was marri ed to 
Tl'li 5 member of l,:aJor .:>-'-

occupied the old Y/a:r::'tick hooestead 
Sanpson l.lathews and for yearS 

\" . k Andrew Gatewood , 
at Dunmore . Her chil(lren were Jacob .,arrIl.C J 

Sa."1pson Locldlart I Elizabeth and Jane. 

Jacob \'I , J.iathens resided on 8i tlington ' 5 Oreele near 

His wife \'tas ' a dau[J1ter of Rev. John r.icCue of Augusta 
Dunmore . 
County and rille is mentioned in history as a pioneer minister in 

Greenbrier and }'ionroe CotUlties. 

There \"Iere t wo dau:;hters J Elizabeth and UarY . Eliza"jeth 

:--<:.rried Captain Feliz Eu11 of JJcDonell ) Highland County J Virginia , 

nh o \"Ias a prominent merchant and popular citizen.. He led a COI!l-

:;>o:n:.' of tHO hundred citizens into Grafton , ','lest Virginia in loJay , 

:&61. Ee died in the service of the State of Virginia . 

l.:ar.t' C1B.lTied J osep h i,:cClung of Greenbrier c ounty } near 

........ _, c ,. . l, e\',man .l.'eams er of Blue Sulphur District 'll~'--':3'burp . ··r. ·· ~ t 

is '!".e:r dauGhter , I.:rs . ih·orrnlee of Dirmint;'hD.In, Alabama , i s 

anattcr daUGhter. 

lJ\drcTt G. l:nthcwB married Iiary \"I. See and lived several 

ra t ~uro I locnhontas Count j! , then rnoycd to PulasId. 

Va . Y/lUJ 1\ 1"\1l1n{O oluor i n his CI 1 'lure \, unO. woll lolO''.:Jl 

tho 1t' in1 :mod . lI1.u ilnuchtor i ,nrthn n .. 'U"l"i cd 

ro n Nll' . I l'U . JOl:l\H J ('n iok o:f ,~ ........ .... "cn-
• ,. .. t 1a tl \ ht ·0 . 

or D h 1 Lnthe' 5 
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• 

L
" c' 1 B I'"--"~ of near .rs . oaIDue • ~.=. 

~\:.mncrs County is his son . 
~,"Cen :lank r laS a r;rand- dauGhter of Andrew G. LIathews . 

~ompson .1.> . I;a'thews , the third son' of Gary liarwick 

".:>the"'S, marri ed Haney Edgar of Greenbrier County . The to\'m 

of !loncever te noW occupies the Edgar homestead . He viaS the 

first surveyor of pocahontas County and a member of the Court 

for years . His only child liary b ecame i:.rs . William H. l:cClintic . 

C Ollege .~~ 
of p ocahontas. He met 

Her five s ons Yfere educated at Roanoke 

il'llnter Ylas a prosperous 01 tizen 

tis ueatb April , 1901, by a f alling t ree. 

": i thron \"183 a popular citi zen of :pocahontas . Georg e is 

Eo lan::-er of Charle s ton . PO'-' ? _ CZC <J a. .... Ce of Dee 1 $ - c!;l!e -&oa!..h-

. 8 ~ ate of TIashington, Edx:ar d r esi de s in t h °t at 

:ezttle . Be visited Alaska in 1897 i n s earch of gold • 

.L>ocl:p..art ;'/as :r"'r ose cuting At torney several t i me s and rep -

resc~~ed :ocahonta s County in t he Le Gi s lature. Eli zabeth r:1ru.--

a ::r. : .iller of Hoel-in .... '" C ~ b' .am ount;y , Virginia , went t o 

J.D. 1 and died young . Jane married Captain Geor Ge 

Ivy Dep ot . 

\7ood s 

Her home na s near She wus the 

:.r-" at o1x Sons ., an" tno daUGht ers . 

.. 

of 
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1.o.rCo.ret \'iorrficl~ See and her FamilY · 
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ThiS dauGhter was married to Adam See who lived near 
He "las a well worm la.rf'Jer 

lluttonsville , Randolph County . 
en d c..'C"tensi

ve 
ormer of lands , an iJ1fluential citizen and ruling 

elder in hiS Church . There were four sonS and seven dauGhters 

born of thiS marriaGe . The sons were George, · Jacob , Warwick and 

Cb,.:.'U'les Cameron. 
The daughters, Eliza, Dolly ) Christina. , IJary ) 

:2schel ) Hannah , and 1,1arg
aret • 

Ceor!;e See 's daltchter Georgiana , became the nife of the 

late Captain Jacob 1"1 . Uarshall nho raised and commanded an 

e~!icien~umoer of mounted infm,try for the Confederate service. 

::e roas aJ.~o one of the orie;:Lnal pronoters of J.:arlinton, and v .. ras 

an ac't::"ve ner.lber of the pocahontas Development COnrDan - y. 

Sheriff of Randol:ph County ; the late 

of Virginia and Cecil 1.iarshall are his 

'? "'0 ~-_. _ . l...arshall J 

l1r . :'iCon J . i:llrshal1 

acn.3 . ::rs . Samuel Holt and J,a-s . E . I Holt \'Iere his daughters . 

Co~rce See 's son Adam married 

cold bcee on ::lkna.tcr I 

Dolly Crouch and lived at the 

ilandolph Countr . Their dauGhter Plorida 

.I. r ce of near Clover Lick . ;;0'=" :;rs . J . Co.lvin ~ i She and her two 

1~~1 1>0,0 1 d r1 r thin u tew months of ea.ch oth 
J b er . 

bO(' °nr"lel :';08 t\Urri d o n duu[;htor 01" the nov Ge 
cr, D. D., on or th . orGe 

T:\OO \. tl1inon.t i 1 I. n t,tors and c uoa-10. , 

o de: un4 t1.1cul in 1 oonhontt\Q 'O~ th -prop~rty O\\lH~ 

'!r1Jih I ov.".or . • • ra of hi"! 11'"0 \'l 1 sp~nt in 

o V r ,t'll pOl' thnn 1xty y !U'D o:C 

ttrvi e ~ ,11.d in 
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1:"nol1'ourg , VirGinia , in a l:ilitary hospital in 1862. His 

~on , Rev. Charles C. S . JJ . See , a well ]morm minister, VIaS .-
... oith hin and had his body carried to Tinl,].i!lg Sprin GS Cemetery 

in A~~sta County . In personal appearance , h e is said to have 

"o02"11e a markea likeness to his Grand- father and i n."eri ted his 

p~triotic spirit alonG yd th his name._ 

?he third son, Charles Cameron, was a!!long the most pop-

ular and widel y knorm citizens of his native county and a 

His wife Has a dau[llte r of 
~ealous Christian gentleman. 

11.::" . 30s\"lorth , an emi nent physician of Beverl y , ''lest Vi r ginia . 

and a 

Peter Se e was an influential citizen of Au£usta County ) 

rulinG elder in the old Stone Church, is his son . Peter 

... ee I S v:i.fe L:ary , was a dauGhter of Mrs Eliza Gambl J . ' e , one of 

, • 0 ert ::arr;.aret ';:arrlich: (J...ee ' s dauGhters, whose husband Dr R b 

Ga!:!.ble ,":a5 a noted physiCian , a rulin'" u elder in the AUGUsta 

C:mrch . 

Dolly See . ~rrled Hon . John Hutton of H uttonsville 

-est .,12'g1n1a . TIe nas a member of the Randol h ' p Court and a 

014 

of tho 'ie at Virgini L . a eb~slature . 

(,,11r1Dtine ~ee married Ylashington "'Iard 
tie hrnaatoad and lived on th 

I not of' IIuttonsv1l1 _e 
<1' I -.Jt C • Her s ons J no 0'0 

J.ilI, J-.tiM "1 r 11 I ~ in ~ho Confederate 
012'. 111 servi.ce . All three 

• • t, nt n <It . 1 :~. Soo beono r-
\
' \ ~S . Alldre\" G 

0" rl 1 · 

o· 

lU'cr ret .. " 1' , .)(,\ mtu.T1ed l:onornblo 
VI : lth11 et flJ\J \70.sh_ 

llIost 1n[l"ont1-' ..... citi-
ll\h .. ' n bee 
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R(\ohO~ Co.",cron See Vias the wife of Honorable Faul 

_ c .. ,eel of pocD.hontas -.2:0unty . lie \,las for years a member of the 

Court . Sheriff of the CO\U1ty . and \"las a member of the Virginia 

on'tention that pas s ed the or dinance 0'[ secession . 

Their eldest son George resided near Hil lsboro . He was 

a Ccnfederate s oldier . Andren Gatewood r.!cNeel r aised a Com

~ar~' :!:'or the Coni'ederate service. He died several years a go . 

John Adam \'las a soidier , studied law , and died in Lexing-

'ton oore thnn tVlent y years ago . 

3liz2. , the eldest of the daut;hters, b ecame the ,· .. lie of 

.. everend Doniel A. :Penick J a Presbyterian I:i.inister in Roc1c-

brtd(;e County . The other daughters were· I.lTs . Edgar Beard 

a! "11.1 I='oint and I.:rs . A. 1.1 . Edgar of Hillsboro , Ylest Virginia • 

. . 
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!Il1drew \'Iarnicl: and I1is FSl!lily, 

;,:njor Jacob 'ilarv1i9lc had another son Charles Cameron , but 

he died \";hile at school in Essex County , Virginia, aged fourteen . 

,'.r.drew rlaS the only son that lived to be grovm and to perpetuate 

hiS father' 5 naJ!le . He was twice ma=ied . His first wife was a 

::iss "~ood of i:elson County ; the second wife was a 1'!:ii.ss Dickenson 

o!: : :i l lboro Snring s , Bath County , Virginia. Mdre
w 

Warnicl, ' s 

e_des t s on, James ; Ioods , resided on Jackson's River on a section 

~ the ol d ho~estead . He served a term as Judge of the Courts 

o! Jat h and HiBhland Counties . He received the appointment from 

He had never been a lav'lyer by pro-

!:esS
ion

, but such rlas his clear perception and co=on sense of 

~~e riGOt thi n& to be d one that he met the duties of his station 
He had 

nith =J,ed abi~ity and very acceptably to the people . 

'":.!:'.ree sons ; John Andre'il was a Lieutenant in the Confederate 

s_y-."1.ce j rece ived several \-"munds, from one of Which he suffered 

Por sever a l r e ars h e wa s in the \'sest) leading the 

~e o~ a ~ront1ersman . He died in '1898 . 

a eae er , and Count y Jt\r.J!O 'ioeds \'Ia s a soldier , t h Superin-

't~ont 01" .,jchool.o in l'ocahonto.s County . 

ct~lfto C~oron . l~tely deccaood , was a cadet of the 

Ill'I. nt onc time n .rf;W" UHnry notltuto , d oi vil engineer in 

11Yr:G: orv1co . 

1U"W10k l D (\cmt.h1.. I r .. nry \"Ino I..il \'111'0 of Colone~ 

I. . 

10 ""rrl 04 _II. , .... .. r. at 



JACOD . 
"e3El1 ...... :\J '-stallment of Ylarnick HistorY) (Second ..:SV" Ol.U ":%>1 

i:rs . James Warr/ie]c Gatewood and her Descendants . 

She was the second daucJ1ter of IJajor \"Iarrael:: and became 

the second wife of Yrilliam Gater/ood of Essex County , a near 

relative of President Tyler. T11eir home Has at Mountain Grove, 

ilath County . Their sons \'Iere rrarwick and ·Samuel Vance , and 

"t:2ei.:::" dauGhters nere ~.iary Jp.Jle and Frances . 

::arwic}: Gatenood narried IJargaret Beale of Botetourt County J 

VirGinia, a relative of President Juadison . Their daughter Eli za 

becaoe the wif'e of Judge James \'1. Warwick near "'arm Springs , 

and Catherine became the nife of Caesereo Bias J once proprietor 

of the Red Srl8,:t Spri ll£S . One c.t th~ir sons , James W. Bias 

1'Ql3 a very promisine condidate for the Presbyte!ian Llinistry J 

BrA- died. in I:ort;h C· I?lLYla. , rtl~ere he nas spendine; a vacation 

!n c!-.o.rge of a Church . Her dau ... l.ter . Kate B'as 
DU -'- ,was a j,iis -

':f'l onel 'Jw:nlcl V. Cutev,'ood married Euaenia r,:assie , near 
A er,hen.7 nllu , Vireinia . lie Suoceeded to tI,e ld o I':ountain 
Ot"O"te hOQCJot"ad and built tho fino brick 

manSion there . His 
eMf) tho \':11'0 of \7:1111So1i1 TnlinfQ-'o 

DAn 
...... of ~~ool:_ 

tJ:r7 IlonOlUlto , h10 9~oonu \ 
dt\uChtor, U1ll:n.~1()d 

2"1nc I ~,'lrf 1n1n 

04, on or 
0.'0 . 

1 

l' 'C'o1nont 

Col(llt'lll A. C. 1. . 
buo_ 

1nr. . l'a ~Ontru, wOlUtty , 
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attorn
ey for Comtl0nneal th Bath County · 

n lawyor and 

Another daughter 
\'las \~. I,lrs . Jacob J,lcClintic of near 

l!ot SprinGs . 
J b . d Ellen Jdassie 

Andre"l "'ar wick I s second son , aca, marrle 

of \Oirginia (easter part) and most of his Ilie nas spent there . 

plan~er, and much esteemed for his elevat ed 
He was an extensive v 

chnracter . 
John Yfarrtick, the third son of Andrew resided in P oca-

ho~ta5 County . As a menber of the Court, School Commissioner , 

f..snessor of lands and in other positions of trust , he was 

~rawinent as a citi~en and influenti a l . His first wife Y"as 

::..o.nr.ah r.:of~tt , the only daughter of Andrew Gatewood J of whom 

~ m:ecial is yet to be made . His second marriage was with - ~ 

C3Z'oline Crai c; , younGest daughter of Geo1.4 ge E . Crais , l:erchant 

l:u:rtersville J Elder in his Church and a Christian gentlemE'.!l . 

\ 

!:iss :Einma ';'lan'wick J 1,1rs . Ernest JJoore and I,irs . Dr . Lmckridg e 

fJC::e- ~he:1r dauehtcrs . Their sons J John Y;ar\'/ick , merchant at 

:.r.ton, '!lied in lC96 , and GeorBe \1arnick died at LexinGton, 

i.e ::. 8~ 1ent at ':/oohine;ton and Lee ColleBe. 

1wbcth ~11l.rHick Woods . ~i -l.JI S member of Jacob \,,'arrdck ' s 

t 1:1 CIIlTi.4 Colono1 ':I1111nm \loads ncar Chru.-lottcsville , 

lrE~1a· or YlCr no oh11111" n . 11 d o an his wtle woro k"ind 

It. 0-' "'ilRHY portion" I l.·N~OM ') r them 1'01' their 

mOT ... • 1~11t~ _ 
, 
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ROBERT BEALE--PlOiiEER 

yePI 1827 Robert Deale of Botetourt County ) 
About the 

on Ell: a 
half' mile southeast of tbe pl ace 

\rirGinia J set"':::led 

flhere ::ary Gibson Chapel noW stands . 
A bed of' tans;y near 

the roadside mar]cs the spot Ylhere the house stood. 

The bouse vias bU;il t of bev'/I1. timbers and plank floors 

sawed \";i th the whip san by hand and was considered an ex

cellent building at that time. 

Eis wife was k ary Vance poage ) daUGhter of Major 

_1-

uilll
am 

P oague and liancy ''larrric]c Poague) whose home was a t 

l::rrlin I s Bottom. She nas a lady of most eY-cel lent quali tie 5 

of o1nd and heart . These .... :orthy young people soon built up 

an attractive h ome in the forest, and they seened fully con

tented , 11th their surroundings. 

The neiGhborhood ,laS called li The Ol d Field Fork of Elkll. 

I:r . .... eale rlas very enerc;etic and industriouS and while 
• • 

Otced servants. he ;-

.l'.e hur.1bl.eot . 

norlced with his own ha..'r1ds a.s laboriously 

con racted his fatal illness at a It Tto.D bo11eved h. t 

'l't. a'b'onth d~a \'Ioro t'" rooo ""'J spent in Pra..vor · .. ectings 

~ h ... r:btlol Donie t1 .... '1aOltlAh r ea \' th the fW:l';'l'ot s of DnV1d Gibson 

SDy14 .1 J oool'h i!.nhnnh . thQ I 

14 in hi. tlTm 

1r 

err, -Ul o 

nGN:' nG1rhbor:l nnd !' r tho 

4 t t6111."" , :!1n1:Jtor o~ tho Coopel 

t }1ranoh1""-"' . " 1.'1 ''fi. • •. 0,,- hennoy I 

- 1 



d t
his residence and pleasant , 

in his regionJ officiate a 

profitahle meetin,cs rlere the result . 
Iffr. Beale was fine l ooking . 

In perDonsl appearance 

those of
'-ul' tivated Christian gentleman . 

Uis manne rs were -I,; 

He ,oms sincerely and intelligently pious and had he l ived 

there is no estimating the infl uence he might have had all 

over our county ,for he had cOIDe to stay and make this par

ticular place his home for life. 

_2 -

His ideal of a bome such as he desired was to have 

a::Iple pastures with flocks of sheep and herds of cattle and 

horses , _ live reooved from the extravaeance and allurements 

of s ociety life so telT.led I have books and papers and be on 

pleasant terms with kind and honest neighbors . His aims 

nere rapidly materializing in the picturesque region, famed 

:!'or its blue grass I fertile ) heavily til!!bered mountains , 

pure s-treans , cool c:r:rsta1 springs and quiet sheltered dales . 

!tis naB t he sagacity to perceive t hat for all the 

e le:: ents of true haT\py T\rOSp erl> ty for b 'J' .!, new e ginners, no 

p~6 could excel El k o.s 1 t t hen r;'aS . Theref'ore it was 

a re C;GterioUB proVidenoe that a person so muoh needed 

1r. our OO\U1ty Md in auch a Gonoe , the richt man in the 

c O elf IJIr hiD Olm llonrt , '·l1t h cuoooss j ust in roaoh , 

It 01 ~n \11 th tllDOUO , " l o','".v ... ....: ~i.no o.wO,,,y anu di.e . 

• ~ th 0 I cr::\lrro4 1n ltl" . On no ominonoo vcrlook-

• • h fr q 

-1 . 
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passed Sabbatt evenin gs in SlLrnner \"Ii th his rrife a'1.d little .. 
. . 

daUGhters:' h is GTuve was made) and he nOr! wait s for the 
. A 

Redeemer to come as he has promised to do for t hose who 

l ove hiS appear inG · 

-

~ . , 



JACCB "AR\1ICK - The 

The father of 
Jacob '7arrlick came to Augusta County 

b Virginia, during from llilli8J!lS urg, 
colonial times, betneen 

in the servlce of the 
O He was a lieutenant 1740 and 175 ' 

. surveying and locating land 3 ritish Crorffi , and was employed m 

+-rr "''"'eluded territory t Counnr , which coun VJ ... L.U grants in pocahon as VJ 

of' which States have since been formed e 

Lieutanant Warwick located and occupied the Dunmore 

rt ~ h<s 01'- use , prope y.L or... . .... He married Elizabeth Dunlap near 

i :iddlebrool:. He nag one of the English Gentry nhose family 

settled in Virginia in consequence of political reverses in 

Ene1and and whose history is so graphically given in'" Thacker

ay I 5 Vixginiens ~I 

~ter operating extensivel y in lands and securing the 

Duncore property in his own name ) .Lieutenant Warwick concluded 

to -ri51 t Enbland . he never returned and being heard of no 

core , .IoI.IG . rlarl:1cY.: settled on the Dunmore property } had it 

ancure by deed to Jacob and afterward married Hobert Sitlington, 

bU~ re:Dincd at Dunmore a number of years after her second 

=1,,<:0 , 

Jecob '/a.~·'1o)~ ncornod to have rememberod bu.t Ii. tt.le o.f . 
1 nlvta,yD chor1ohod tho 111 hest filial reGard 

1tl "G~on , ter 
1Jl"ln Jooob (\ttu1nod. his nnj l'ity j Jul."' . 

~a 'to h D O\ln hron~ 0,,), ", ___ 01,' 
" • , "'- u I '11100ro , the 

o 104.... r. W) .." • "olO ~ , " .... • lll , dnUtJlt r of tho lnto 
Ul1nC.ton 
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··rs 51 tlillCton .,1 • 

thousand dollars left a bequest of one 

to Windy Cove Church, 

paid to the pastor Of 

of vlhich was to be the rumu.al interest 

that conGregation . For a long time it 

d by tI,e I,~essrs. Sloan ; ,",'as canace in the hands of Stpehen 

thro"~" financial failure . rorter i t wa s finally lost ""O'" ~ 

~pon rea ching lecal age and corning into possession of 

his J b Yl"""""''iick was married and settled at est a te J a co ........ ' Dunmore . 

r.ben it wes decided that . .LieuteDtlnt V'arwick n~s dead J the 

&rand -fat her of David Bell of Fishersville J Virginia , ,,'.as 

appointed gu<:l.rdian of Jacob "laI1vick . ¥lilliam and James Bell 

;';ere t he son s of t his guardian an d James Bell was the father 

11 · 'Bell and David Bell, well lmorm citizens of of '7i ~aTIl ."1.. . 

• ~ C ~y ..... UCUs "a OlUlu • 

"DurI!!tore was II. Ilar r.,ic k 's fir s t horne after his marriage . 

!lis V'rif'e was :':155 Vance J daughter of Colonel Jolm Vanc e of' 

:;orth Carolina . He d i ed on Back Creek at r.lountain Grove} 

·;1It;1nia . Colonel Vance 1s family moved to Vanceburg } Ken-

cq I exce:pt ~amuel Vance I l~rs. \"far rnck and 11rs . Hamil ton . 

'n'.e lJlst nn."1ed \"las the mother of Hachel Terrel of the Warm 

p.r1r. 0 nne! 01' John P.1lr:'lilton of Bath County . Gov er nor Vanc e 

a! 10 Ci1Ul !;onntor Zeb Vance of' Korth Caroli na are of t h e 

IS 0 !m:11:r cCn.'lOot1on . The Va.noa I S V/ere oriCinally .:from 
I n I nonr 1noh ntol" , V1rr1nin . -. In 

a1noa.n trlpD to IHc:lu71ontl to 0011 )\oro s or oattle , 

4. the o.cq\U\tntllnca ot • 

A!let'.'>7 • 
''''<0.",.; d • , ned. bl to t 0 

-

- 2-



J.lr . Wro:"wick 
a. number of years . remained at Dunmore 

all born there . d larr.e t r act s of He Ol"me 0 

IUs children were His pos-
. - ttl and droves of hor s es . 

l had herds of oa e 
lands an< . ~ Alexander Hall 

J k ' s River were purchased ..L rom . sessions on aC son . " 

of }:orth Carolina . j,ir . Hall ovmed f rom the Byrd place to 

\'iar\"liclrton . 'nad sent out one hundred head of jjr. rlarNic]c 

\ .. nntered in the cane brakes . cattle to be ' .... 
This herd was taken 

by Hall as pa.-ort payment for the Jackson River 

( b t fort" dollars) . at eir:- t pounds a hea,d a ou lI" 

lands \"fere rented from the Leydses . 

lands then rated 

The Cl over Lick 

The accounts from Kentu.c]::y l-".fere so flattering that I.ir . 

\taro,1ck decided to s ettle tnere . He set out for the purpose 

- 3-

of locati llfl a nen home, in tl new place . The persons in advence 

of the party with y{hom he was going were ldlled by Indians 

near Se1(ell liountain ; when tIr . Warl'lick and those Vii th "him carne 

up and saw their slain friends all returned home . Mrs . ITarlVick 

becane 90 unwilline to leave her Poca~ontas home 1 that her 

husband concluded to exchange his Kentucky possessions '"lith 

one Alo7~er Dunlap for a portion of the Clover Lick lands • 

• no nunlap patent called for four hundred acres of land ; the 

QC~"'l ourvoy mrul e oil< hundrod . 

~oro \'100 n Quit about this possession bet\","een Lewis 

p . T1) n Mttoro boo,,",o ontis:!'notQrit-o' settle , IJ: • 

.. ....no" 0'/.4 '0 Olov r 1101t and l1v d in (\ 'r ow o:r oubins . 

A:tor 0 f"H n ro hl'1 I\t\d '..ra . t/ru;I'I1.o1: tho" 'It it C'liCJlt be 

0\ eor t r 1-hit r oh11 "t1n to l1vo 01'\ tll Jnolt30n 'River est~t 
o \ 



t to Clover Lick , the 
upon their re urn 

their son Andre\'1 . 
not sa~sfactory for 

lOG cubinS r/01
4

8 

oents rleTe made 

a residence and arrange

Patrick lJruffey 
to build a spacious home . 

He began work in !Jr. 
,",':).5 employed to prepare the material . 

I.Jrs . Ylarr:ic]e instructed !.:r . Bruffey t o hew 
\!ru.\,lick I S absence. 

He did so . When 
t~e timbers so as to have a hal l or passage . 

and found ,'{hat had been done ) he .,vas not 
~.:r . t.'arwic]c returned 

pleased with b is wi:fe I 5 plans and had the log s changed . Iiir. 

=rlff ey heiled the logs and dressed the plank for sixty pounds 

(nearly three hundred dollars) 

rJlnd at the Uarm SprinGS. 

The nails were forged by 

Several mounds have been discovered near Clover ~ick . 

- 4-

:n sem-ching for r.taterial for the foundation of the lar ge new 

house , the builders gathered some nice stones from a rock pile . 

'They fO\md human remains. When IJr . i"farNic1c heard of it) he 

ordered the stones to be repl[!.ced and told them to not molest 

Qrl~h1nC that looked like a burial p lace . Greenbrier Ben 

o!'ten spOY..G of the openine; of a grave in f'ront of the Chapel; 

from the superior quality of the articles found \'li th the 

nr.:::rlnll all \'lore of the opinion it was the tomb of a Chief. 

r . lIo.rm.ol: diroctod it to be carefully closed , :md the relics 

won not DOl oted . 

f. to! 'tt, aa'in objocto in hc\V1.l'lS 1:h flOW hom so spaoious 

t: be Utlf~d tOl" pro ohine norv1 0 nnd thoro was 

__ .... ~11.,. "t \be tok ' s 11 \1 hom 1:'101' fr Q,u ntly thnn ru r _ 

nel Q l\\U1 fir of yo e . 
• tor elllj!;nltl # on ... ~or.:!. J r.,ol nu. ennsylvn.nia 



rth 
and northeast passed by Clove~Lick 

and other points no 

d 01 i 
's mom' as forty and fifty Ylould b e 

to '.i~cntuol;Y Dl1 1 0.. """" ....... ..., 

.""t Th1'S -.ade Clover Lick one of the most 
ente:rt3 i ned over n~V'-. J .11 

- 5-

public and rlidely ]mown places in the vlhole country . The ap -

proach from the east avoided hollo"',rs and ravines , keeping alone 

hiGh points and crests of ridges , so as to be more secure froI!l 

onbuscades and Indian attacks . The orie;inal way out from 

Clover Licl~ J Going east , af'ter crossinG the Greenbrier near the 

~ou~h of Clover Lick avoided Laurel Run , kept along the high 

point leading dovlIl to the river, and passed close by the 

:~cCutcheon residence. us. l:larrlick had the first road cut 

ou~ t..}) Laurel Run in order to brine; the lumber in for the new 

house frcD ,'[oaddell' 5 in the pine woods J now Green Bank vicinity . 

"':'1e &nye the enterprise her personal attention. 

Quite a num3er of interesting incidents are Given by 

"tn1d1 t10n illustratinG' the character of LIrs . Y/nrwick . Y/hile 

rent1ne Clover Li cl: her husband and others v/ere making hay . 

:~ s!lGwer CaJ:le up very suddenly and dampened their guns and 

crDG pintoln . Lnte in the af'ternoon the men fired them off 1 

.0 M to lea"- theD with fre3h char~os . -, Co ::Some one he::rring the 

re rt or !lro urmo , in quick aucceD3ion broUGht '.'ford to r.:rs . 
o .. t 

c L ok . 

oro, thrt the Intliano ,'Ioro firJ'ltinG the men 

on 

lit CInco r:10\U1tou n 

n·l h,,1' 1Uld \: nt. 

Im·'"Go ~lnc]: otallion , put 

uto full ol'oed ; D\";nln the 

• 

1n h r rt(.,-t. t.u u 

41nu nt r.lovlr 101 

a 01 1 nit . 



Upon another occasion, when the Shawnees were 

frO::> one of their rai(l,s to the east, forty or fifty 

returning 

of their 

-6-

r:n.rriors "lere sent by Clover Lick , it is believed to pillaGe and 

burn . A scout from Millboro Ylarned I':r. r/arrack of their move 

oents . \";1 th about tYlenty others he nai ted for them in ambush 

on the crest of the motUltains south of Cl over Lick. The fire 

,";as effective and every man kill ed or wounded his victim . The 

:ntlians in their surprise hastily retreated , and were pursued 

as far as EDt Water in Ra'l1dolph County . Upon hearine of the 

result , i.:rs . \?arrn.ck at once follo\'led her hus band and friends , 

e~ended by servants carrying provis ions for them . 

She oet them at the Dig Spring on their r e turn and the 

Tle3Xy hUIl£7Y party were greatly refreshed by her thoughtful 

preparation . 

She rlaS very pious and \'IaS a me-ber of the ... frindy Cove 

~Tc~~~crian Church. She never felt herself mor e honored than 

men" 1.n1:rtcro rlould visit her home and preach. The visiting 

!:in14ter noul.d rocai va a ncn horse , or something else as val 

She \'las riGid in her 
d 

I 

l~ , 3 Q. tOl:cn ot appreciation . 

.t10 41ao1plino . Hor brother nee made this remark: IIL ary I 

t.o t:l-.1nl: you \(oro t 
00 otr1ot l"Ii th yo= family , and you 

YO ... - bl 4 for H . 1 8 0 YO\1. nr richt. You hrwo not Q. 

In 1 1n tho lunt to 0 0";.; 
01 YQu . 

lbo I 
~n f Rrll )."Y (1" n t n nt" no M\I h 

:£ 1 t !:ll: ohl1-

1\1. 

• 
o ~.".",n4 

ot!1 Bev rly ~or n tirle 
t • • 10 hD1Jenoe. Ix· 

• 
s . 
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'-larwiele was hi£9l1Y emotiona.l and during the services often 

h
As to her personal appearance she ViaS 

appeared very app~. 

taD. , slender and blue eyes , hair slightl y tinGed with auburn , 

lithe and aGile in her carriaGe . So she \'las distinguished for 

symmetry of person , beauty of fe a ture and force of character) 

all of \'dlich she retained even to an advanced age . 

She was benevolent and her kinu deeds were done upon 

the principle of not tellinG the left hand what the right was 

doing . Persons in her employ would always be over paid . 

Polly Broml , whose lot it Vias to support her blind mother , 

received two bushels of corn every two we eks and no one lmew 

r~ere the supply C~e f r om at the time . 

Charley Collins J who ""las a renmvned athlete and whose 

n.306 \·35 e;iven to one of the meadows of Clov:er Lick , did a 

c;reat deal of clearing . It Ylas reported that he Y/as but poorly 

paid , but before la-s o Warwick nas done with him , his family was 

doubly paid by the substnntial c;ifts dispensed w'i th her open 

band • • 

I: r 

It Knould be remem".Jered also , that lIrs . lIox\'dck , in 

old (,:'-0 , cathcrcd the i'ir!:Jt Sunday School ever taUGht in 

ont D County . I tl n 10 Summor her scrvants would li:ft her 

hor ho, 

achl",l 

P 

aml Dho \'/ouJ.d then ride nhou·t; four miles to 0-

Hoar \Ihnre t.ho Jon iall 1'1'101. cnbin stood , n w in 

•• Ilull 0'" 011 a 111 rv , wno riO l'rn.vor J no s1nnin.G' . 

14 ' in put Bin, oclC'lok . ojhe won1 rond ., 
l , 1vn O(k\ ldviC'lo . 'l'h scho.L -

'he Ift1' 15 :J would -



session continuoUS 
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t in the olose at \'10 
afternoon . Mter this 

\7arV1ick r/Oul<). be ~o exhausted as to require 
of five hours , Llrs . 

It was her custom to 
o.ssistn.nce to arise ~d mount her horse . 

'~' le then go home rest anu~ J 
GO to llilliam Sharps and dine and 

l ater in the day. 

John 

mainly m.ade up of JOS.iSh Drovm l s The sqhool was 

Sharp ' s , William Sharp I S an d Jeremiah Friel ' s . 

family , 

The 

lanented J5ethodist Preacher J .Rev . James E . IJoore J once be-

l onged to her Sunday School and received f r om her his earliest 

reliGi ous instructions . 

t 1·+ is agreed that he did more for his By common consen J v 

Church , than any two IJinisters vfho have ever preached in this 

r egion . I10t a great 'while before her death , Llrs . Warwick, 

during one of Ur . Loomis 1 ~inisterial visits, "e receiv ed the 

Co~unionj upon receiVing the elements her emotions became 

so GI'eat that . her hu sband and children fearing results J carried 

her t o hor ovm. r oom. For f our weeks she was helpless from 

ner.rous pr ostration . All her ch ildren from Bath and Pocahontas 

,.,ere !lent f or . She died at t he ripe a ge of eighty years J in 

lE'2':5 at Clover Li ck and wsa buri ed there . There nere no 

aoro,,1ceft o'f any kind ill connocti on \'lith her buri al . 

t 

Ttl" r.lODt nooorabl o avent ot' t1r . ''larwick l s l it'e was his 

OXJ>.~1t1on to 

• • T)'fII, ch tror.s .L. \>(1abu't"B 
Andr ew rloo.~!lJlt undor Goneral 

to r Oi nt P lonsnnt - _on o hundr e 
_1xt)' 1I11o ••• took n1Mt.on u"O' o . 

.lot 1s Most pl'ol)nblo ...... 
10 h 

c J>lU\Y 

I 11 na 'r '1:1 thft r:'loet doo151v 
t OOCUo'"rlOCl that h d I • to + •• n on 



JJlljor Warnick's sons and dall,5hters were all born at 

Th,.~~, ore, Focahontas County . The eldest daughter Rachel , 

renerobered when the settlers would fly to the fort near her 

horoe, wIlen she waS a little girl. The fort was near the spot 

noW occupied by the Fri tchard lUll. She became the vdIe of 

l,lajor Charl es Cameron , a descendant of the Camerons so noted 
He was in the 

in the history of the Scottish covenanters . 

battle of Faint p~easant , and was there called upon to mourn 

t he death of his three brothers, slain in the conf'lict. In 

per son, he was of mediun stature) ' tidy in his dress ) wore short 
to clothes J verJ dicnified in his manner and 1"laS never lmm'ID 

smile after the he art - rending s cenes he witnessed at Point 

Pleasant . He eva ution and served as Vias an officer in the R 1 

clerl: of both courts of Bath County many years . 

hundr ed dollars i n 1858. drew a pension of nine 

I.irs . Cameron 

L:ajor Cameron 1s 'd res]. ence W'''S a J k ~ n ae son f 5 river, at 

the crossina of th u e I1untersville and Warm SprinGS pike , The 

tTIO story spring house yet remains . In a good state of preser-

of which he u sed ~or his off' l.ee where vat1on , the upper part 

he lone and fal. thfJ>.lly kept the legal records than entrusted to his 
one hundred years Cnft ago , 

oon , Oolonel Andrew C 4lt.... ameron. Slll"Vi ved hlJIl' , h 
'OJ ana populor o1t1~ , e became 

eo.re , core 

a 
! 71 1 n and rapr a"onted Both 
• rr: 1\1" LO!;1IlllturO , II OO\Ulty in 

C(ftUlt, on ramov d n.t:t orwm: 
r 014.4 on o.n ~tn t Ilonx L :x1n r, tn . 

to Rook ridGe 

1 1U14 O"oial 1\ c' 
VI\t,t ceo tol' his lft~ _60 

lin 

• 

so o s to seC\lre 

family of Sons 



He met his death in a sad way in the town of Lexington , 

YirGinia, ",here he had gone to hear something of his sons , 

Jolm and Charles in the army . One of the passengers in the 

nail coach was a s oldier with a musket . In the act of 

leavinG the coach this ",eapon was discharged , the contents 

i..~licting a nould from Vlhich Eajor Cameron expired almost 

ins-;;antly. 

Dr . John H. Cameron , a popular physician of Deerfield , 

- 10-

-;iI""inia , r:as h's eldes+ son. j' TI "~ c ,.L u .Irs. lomas u.ui te J J':;rs . D. Ylhite 

and ::rs . Judge Lei6h of Lexi ngton, Virginia , and the late I,Irs . 

1-. . ~ . !!el."Don r/ere his daughters. 

, 
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_ prominent citizen of b~th 
HenTY Renick r/as a 

James . Falling Surings adjoinS 
d Greenbrier count~es . . 

pocahontas an . A.,bor that she has 
d 

· s still 50 good a ne~~~ 
=ty an ~ - . Focaflontas co R . k was a pocahontas 

1" since Mrs . ,J.. en~c 
b th eSU.,ecia ~r claimS on 0 I 

James Henry 
Renicle Ii ved on the horne stead farm of the 

district, noW C-reenbrier 

pioneer 
The land was entered and 

County . 
days of the county I by I':ajor William Renick, who came from 

. V'~g;~ia and pas sed the remainder of his l ife 
Augusta County J .......... ~.J. 

on the land he had redeemed from t h e winderness and the savage . 

. th "e · "'i'arm l1 and embraces nearly one 
':'be place ~ 5 lmoyo/Il as .9 ave .£ 

thousand acres of valuable l and. 

Since its first settlenent , it has remained in the pos-

session of ODe of the Renicle name . Here \,lilliam Reni ck Vias born 

July 30 , 1867 . TIe married Rebecca Renicle TIbo was born on Muddy 

Creek , Greenbrier County 1i.arch 25 ) 17 9~ p.nd died Llarch 15 J 

lB46 . Their son James IIenry , subject of' this sketch, was 

~ June 1.1 , 1818 and 1.D. PulaSlci~_COUil~ ~ Virginia , Jtule 6 , 

_,.,.60 h t.'UllT1cd l1nry Christinn Uothcws . She was born in 

rocJ>hbnt~a Oounty (than VirGinia) AUCUM; 3 , 1837, a daU01ter , 
of Crqrt.-Idn A . O. o.nd J'orJ Jano ( Soe) J~a.thows . Her :rathel.· was 

bern 1n Crt'ItJr.br1ftr County l~n.roh 2, I lOa:! I Gnu hol." mother was 

rn 1:h oll,h CC\U\ty in 'l'Yf1u .. t; ' a Vnlloy , th n in Vll~c:inin ) 

1 , :.. Can tll1n '"- 'hOI'. 1 1 1 ,.. ....n... nt '1 a \lite MOV d to PulQsld 

• Vc 

/ 
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oounty in 1652 and there both died in the year 1 660 , the 

former on Jiay 19th and the latter on January 22nd . 

1,U' and 

Urs 0 Renick are the parents of: FeliX IJutheWs , born April 

14. 1661. attended Roanoke College; l,lary See , July 11th , 

1663 attended 0 school at Rollin ' s Institute , Eliza R . January 

6 . 1866 ; J!ll!les RarrY . lflay 19 , 1866 , Charl es Lake , 1iay lOth , 

1872. died AUGUst 16, 1875 ; Christina Cameron , September 1, 

1874 . During the Civil TIar Hr. Renick served in the Comni s 

sary department under Lee . buyin£> cattl e and general suppl ies 

for the army. 
James Henry Renick was a brother of Franlc1in Andrevl 

Renick wbo Vias one of tbe noted stock raisers of Littl e Levels 

in poeah ontas C ounty°. Ue Olom d f 0 f 
n - e a ~ne ~ of.one thousand 

.... trr . Reniclc YlaS a 
acres lying at the foot of Droop Mounta'n . 

noted farmer j 

veniences for 

·t1.sitors . 

he ..... ias the first f armer to get the modern con

machinery Vlas a shOYl place for farming . His 

a e old VirgL~ia g entleman He was a true type f th 

noted tor his hospitalit dO ' ~ d~ - T klnd V/O~S for everyone. 

The tomi~A all ol.ii:f~exoept 11rs . Jessie Bobbett of Rot 

. uey Leach J also of Rot Springs. JprlJIr.8 . Vir(l1.n1n o.ncl nra L 

lltrathor Ronio1, of ldsh o . 
'0 0 

I \ 

• 



/ , -, ' . 
- I 

FR/IlH:LI N AJlDREW REllIe]: 

- of William and Rebecca 
R .; ck was a son 

?r:mklin Andrew en~ 
was born on his fathe r s home 

:leniel: of Greenbrier County and 

Folling Springs , on Oc tober 6t h , 
'0 that COtUlty I near c;.o. stead .'''U 

) Handley wer e the par ents of 
1828. Joseph and 11ary (Hanna 

25th 1 ° 39 They Vlere 
his wife . She Vias born February , '" 

the 20th day of I~ay, 1 857 and were the pa rents of 
oarried on 

nine children , as folloY1S : 

!labert Strother , Thomas Jackson , I,t;.ary Alice , Joseph 

"r.111iao. , Lucy Ellen, Jessi e hlargaret and Eddie . Fr edd i e and 

a bsoy bey died in infancy . 

en the first of July , 1862 , Franklin A. Remick was 

obli£ed to enter the Confederate s ervice or send a substi 

~e . He sent a substitute . About the first of Apr i l 1864 ) 

'the substitute law rlns repealed and Icr . Ren ick was compe~led 

enter the service and so found himsel.f /!!!fil two soldiers 

n11. ont" servicel Company E 14th VirGinia Cavalry and so served 

the close of the \'Iar . 

I~ D taxen prisoner September 9th , 1864 and confined 

c C't .. ~ .~ I Chio I until l';'nrch 17t,h , 1865 , wben he took 

" tb 

at.., t1 

nf 611oei.e.nee ond WQG reloaoed , nearly dead of 

and "-11 U. 1noic\ont. t.o hi; - oonfinemont without 

TO crt. or 11t~ . 110 onw ~rol\ t. doal o:f th 

th"'n d. i cr o1n t.hu F lIar l. 
a "",,,,,1\ •• 

101n I a.n,' tool.! for p-rloonfl'rtl t.h' t w rc 

- ~-
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d to reach 
never all owe 

their destination of prisoners 

CatlP Chase. 

Prisoners escaping 
their exchange hurried through 

or havin g 
. opinion with that of all 

bribing Federal 
Officers and the~r 

prisoners J waS that 
the helpless among the 

cheauest way of disposing 
t hOUGht that the 

the government 

of them ~y 

killing them . 
th th of Allegiance a Pederal 

When Mr . Renick took e oa 

Officer- congratulated him upon his return to the riGhts and 

privileges of the United States- Citizen , but it was some 

:rears before the so- called 1I1oyal" citizens of his native 

st~te permitted him to exercise the r ight of franchise . 

He was in constant marchin g and skirmishing during his 

participation in the War and one heavy stat"Dpede ) that of 

:':oore:!"1eld , when with the poor fellows who fanned t h e rank 

and file or the line , he fought and took his chance s on 

death ) vthile the General of the br igade and b is staff \".'ere 

ra.Jstering two Diles away . 

Prml:lin A. Renick was a farmer and stoclt:-man of Litt l e 

I.e·,ela District . H d f e ovme a ine farm of one thousand acre s , 

binP.: at the :toot of Droop IJountain . Hi 8 :fann wa s a :part 

ct ~h bat 1. ground on 

oc""'<"r.~. ..,,4 hi. !lOUD. 

1.4 ral no141.rD . 

r n 

tJ\l1ch the Droop l,ountain f1&ht - \ 
\'fna u30d for Cl h 9,Pi tal by the 

h 

• 0 \.1 an . . .. t Yl' 

tevftla boot , m03t f\rol:l1nont 

or t.ho lout-hem C ntl~, 
.4 t r I 1e hceptt tt)' Ilnt 11n.ln.-o •• ..... 0 ovoryono . 

( 

I 
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HOll . WI1Lll\J~ WID lJcllEEL 

"11. Lamb McNeel was born near Hillsoof o 
Han . 1.i aJJll 

f Abral1am and lJla~dalene (Kelly) 
July 13th , 1825 . a son a 0 

~cneel J non deceased , and a gl.~andson of John weHeel the 

pioneer J who came to this county from Capon , Virginia (now 

irest vir ginia) about. 1770 and reared his primitive log 

cabin now owned by his descendents . He also buil t the 

:irst hewed log house in the Greenbrier County (then Virginia) 

Cetober 23rd . \'/illiam L . McNeel married j,largaret Jane Beard J 

ds,1.:.[_;,ter of Joseph a.T'ld IJartna Beard . She nas born October J 

1833, and died October 6th , 1874 . They had eleven chil dren-

six girls and five boys . 

At Staunton, Virginia , Hovember 4th, 188~J William 

1 . !~cneel married Jliary E . daughter of Samuel M. and IHary 

C. rood ward . Durine the las t three years of the war beti,een 

!'"..e ::;tntes , 'l7111:1mn L . I,i clTeel serve' lll" the C 1.1. onf'ederate 

). pS CnptQin of Company F 19th Virginia Cavalry . He 

~ elec~ed to the Legislature in 1 863 and served two ye3Ts 

... " " 
• 

• ~ y 

• . -

ber ot tho Virginia Legisl~ture , (the 

a B1;ato). lle WIlS a 

same sear 
·l! r e1n1a booomo 

r£1nlA t Mta,,-w'1tJ 

member of' the 

1 otod I:~r fonr years in l880 , 
1ft. n t Cap1, 1 or \7 nt Vi "&1n11. \':t\b t'h{lQlins , 

tr ct. of 1 ,d In 

\i' • VA. . 
11 L . 'uNo 1 0\ .od 1 q.;o 

on. or 1. 1 moat. I 0 °J1'ul S ook 



l
' 1 first married a Miss Lamb . Her brother 

AbraIll r.l c ,ee 
teem~ by Abfam llcNeel and he named his son 

wes b!'ee:tlY eS 

- 2 -

l1'lliaIll Lamb~ was a fine Artisan . The late 
for him . ~ 

I" II 1 had a clock made by him that was 
captain William Lamb ,J. C ee 

one of the finest specimen s of its kind to be found anywhere . 

The late Hon . William Lamb McNeel was a man of execU

tive ability, an attractive personality and noted for his 

hospitality and public spirit . He was al ways inter ested in 

any plan for the upbuilding of his home county Pocahontas . 

He Vias intensely interested in educational matters. The 

establishment of a school of high order in his home district 

knOi'm as Little Levels . He "I f tl . ., as one 0 19 incorpor ators 

~or the Little Levels Seminary for girls in the seventies, 

but t he hard times just after the Civil War mad e money 

so scarce that after five years -the school c1 d ase • 

Abram iJcUeel l s third 'f \';~ e was lliagdalene Kelly of 

At the time ~ t O.J. heir marriage she was 

the r.1don Hayne s . 

\ , 

I 
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F. YC!lGcr 

t
. one of the most conspic 

genera ~on 

uous citizens of our 
county was John Bradsbaw . 

id '
·,as on the site noW occupied by the 

His res ence 
John BradshaW 

PLiGhtner House 11 , belongin~ to Amos Ba.r~oW. 
r;as a native of England . BradshaW is a historic name , readily 

in England--as readers of English history remember . In the 

year l7~O two brothers, James and John Bradshaw, came to 

Anerice. James Bradshaw went to KentucKY to reside . John 

'3radshaw remained in 'AuGusta County , Virginia , and married 

l:ency I.1cKamie Dear Parnassus, and soon afterwards settled on 

the Bullpasture· River, ten miles below McDm''1ell , on property at 

this time o\'I[led by Franklin Bradshaw and the family of the late 

JOM Bradshaw, County Surveyor. Here he resided a number of 

years , then early _ in the last century came to Huntersville J 

?ocahontas County . 

His family consisted of four sons and four daughters- 

and Jane. The sons "-,ere Jo1m, raney , Elizabeth , llargaret, 

~. end V/i1l1am . Jame s Brad shaw married Isabella Stevens 

ut CiTeonbrtcr COUDt'rJ DJl(l settled on the old 1 lome stead . John 

6n.4 "rc . ."ll-'.lin DrBdohnw , \"loll lmorm citizens of Highland County 

mtl"1Jo l,tllr Donn . I'ra ;w • "> oUno Byrd near FalliM S ~~ prinGs , Greenbrier 
a D. d t uLJrt.or . a D:ptn1n n. n:' TIl"Otl sh9.1'/ 1 " t:;all:mt 

.ma !oll In tho b htU, 01" JJort Ropuh110 , lor • wns n srro1d-son 
• 

1 d t BOy :::tt·v na , uiuter 01' lnn'bello. 

n tho Di1 \' 1\., y batl.o 
Il the Ihlllpatiture 



and Jaoksons River 

the parler Place and 
on r/hat is "lroOV-1n as 

_2 _ 

t to I'iLissouri . 'ho owned 
a:f'terwards nen Robert Stevens v. 

~he dauenters of 
d · 5 were-" tr .. 

The l a ~e . the Gr eenbr ier River. 
F rt Spr~ng over 

the famous Ferry at a th ny I 5 Cr eek 
d r oy Wil liams on An 0 

Thomas Bradsha\'l marrie . ~an 
mil es f r om Hunter svil l e, on 

an
d settled on BrOl'ID ' s Creek ) three 

He exchanged farms Vii th i s 
h l d by C 1. Hoore . 

Property noW e • \" "11 1'0)." nt - 1 e near i~1 d to the Bradshaw :p ac 
brother William and move . 

noW crmed by Lanty 11c1'1ee1. 
soldier of the War of 1 81 2 . 

\,lilliam Bradshaw was a 
His 

of Willi am Hickman on 
nife f'iaS J~e Elliot Eiclanan, daughter 

Back Creek who T'1~S 

County , Virginia . 

the ancestor of the Hickman family in Bath 

William Hiclill1an IS ",life was Mary Ell iot t and 

th 1'IJ."fe of I.1oses J;1oore--hence the name one of her sisters was e 

Elliott used in the IJoore connection. 

\lilliam BradshaW first settled near mill Point wher e he 

lived several years , then upon exchanging places with h i s b r other 

'::nooas he moved to Br owns Creek where he reared his family . He 

ope!'.ed a cardi.ng machine alonB with his farm. The oacbine stood 

ncar the DUJ'lm,ore road about nhere the Shel don I<ioore Road turns 

orr . The bal.es of rol,e~ vlere fastened with black tl?orns ~ "'hich 

Tlere tutherod by tho boys for a small consideration . l.1:r . Bradshaw 

!"1n1LU" moved to Lewin OO\U1ty Ylhere he di ed a few years since , 
"" 

All mentionod bo:Coro he'wOos 0. soldier 01" 

t lieu- ~t 1012 lI1Ul Tlno " cood man in all t he r lations o.f life 

hi Illy r •• p •• tnbl. tlll1lil.,y ot o1l,ht UQuchtc;rs ,,!,d 
"",,0 llAno, '~1:nm1f1 t' 

lT1tHl AlnxMd r L~oorD on .i't 1'13:' Creek . 
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of Glade Hill. 
. ed \'lashinBton Jlottingham 

Senilda Siler marr~ hn A UcLaughJ.in , near Hun-
the wife of Jo • 

~~ near Hil lsboro. Beverly Wau.".. 

late llichol as Linger of 

Rachel 

Bulda Hiclcrnan became 

Ilartha -rom me=ied 
tersville . 

married to the 
l:atilda Margaret was d' d i n early youth . 

Rebecca Frances 18 Lewis County . 
the family --died at six years of age. 

Eannah-- the pride of d 
. ed mary Ellen Wat son in LeVisiburg an 

Willirun James marr1 . 
f the Huntersville 

settled there . Nancy Br.adshavJ., daughter 0 

Cackley and l ived on St amping Creek near pioneer, m~ied Levi 

11111 Point. 

d d gI t was married t o IJarGaret Brad shaw., the seeon au 1 er) 

on Jacl' son ' s River , in Bath County , Vireinia . the l ate John Gwin • 

'
·.'as the f" rst ylife of So.uire Hugh 111cLaU8hli n Eer daU<;hter liancy ~ 

late of I.1arlinton . Her son David Gwin Jilarri ed Eliza St ephenson on 

Jacksons Ri ver. Another son , John Gwin c.. J\i,nior, married Hiss Gil 

lispie , and lived near Hot Springs. Austin Gwin lva~ her grand-

son . Jane Gwin , ber daughter , married a I,ir . Sta:cr- , an Englishman 

and lived at Winchester , . Virginia . Elizabeth Gwin married a 1.'!r . 

Cl"J'!Jl8 on Jacksons River . Elizabeth Br ad shaw, daughter of the 

,-1onCfr%' I ':na the first wife of the l ate Samuel HOGsett who came tram 

1.U6Uato County , und ""10 0. rolative of the I.1cKamie' s " He was a 
.... 11 ~ OYln c1t.1zon . II. momb r ot til ol d COWlty Court and wns a 
• .'t1~ or 'tho l' no Il • ''>no 0. lAreo and brnYG very man . r.:r • 

~ ltv d on ), tl\l"m nOtl o\·mod by Sh man only llX'ry , SOll 
or 16\0 I n . 111111l1l1I C u.t"X'y , who \", IS tor m. " yom' s Clerk • 1ro 1 nn C Court.G of • nty l' 0 hont s C nnty , and Who • • • 0 • 0 the! C['I\lnty II ool"d IS durinc tho \Oar 

0 t.ataa . 



r e John,' Their children rJe 
Nancy Vlilliam Perry . Josiah 

Eliza and Elizabeth. 
Thomas J Samuel ) MarBaret, Mary J 

- f the pioneer married 
Jane Br adshaW. fourth daughter 0 

d l ' d at the old home . Her 
,illiam Tallman of Greenbank an ~ ve 

. protege of Henry M. Moffett 
son Col onel James Tallman, Vias a 

uri f pocahontas for many years 
and was Clerk of the trro Co 5 0 

-4--

and Colonel of the 127th Regiment of Virginia Militia. He is 

f th t popular and p~"-is<~r- citizens, and 
r emeobered as one 0 e mas ~~u ~AQ 

his sad and early death cast a gloom over the enti re COtUl~ . 

lirs . Tallman' 5 second marriage was to Thomas Gammon . 

':2heir chi l dren were William Jobn Franklin, Cyrus and Martha • 

• 111iam Tallman Gammon married Elizabeth Slaven and l ocated a.t 

liuntersville and became a proninent citizen, merchant , member of' 

t he Court ) promoted from Captain to Colonel of the I.hli tia and 

r.as a ruling elder in the "Presbyterian Church . Uartha Jane 

Ga--on first married Amos . Campbell , son of Thomas Campbell of 

E1c,hl.and County , Virginia . Her sec0I?-d marri age was with Rev . 

: . ~ . Canter of the Uethodist Church. 

V11lim:1 Bradshaw was one of the most t no ed p i oneers and 

busir •• o. cen in the earl,)' histor y of Focahontas County . lJr . 

lin><! hIl1'l Ol"tncd the lando nOl'l hel d by Sh ennan Curry anel inherited 
frCD hi. tnthar . Hon . Willi ... C ' urry I the l and owned by lunas arlo", 
~ t 1 a Mld by Vl1111"", J It L ' 

• 0 nuchlin , t ho s i te of HWlt er s ....... i lle 
~roa tho J ~jOI'J Ohftrp prop rty on 11 ' 

rOWn:l Crook t o Dille:, .. ' S 
11 . llo 0"",,' 0 and do" d "u thu cit Io:: the 1'ul>110 

\1 h t.huut; r u I"'V \,1 on . 
uildines or r'_Mnt 0 C 

.. 1 r t,., v~nt. 'ft h 
41' \I 1\ rrt . ot t n \ihou d 

of I , ~onny 1.1. :J ot h1:s tiMe . l!e 



• 

neat in hiS dress. He used a crutch ornamented Vii th silver 

mo\mtinG
s

• His maTillers Vlere those.of an elegant gentleman of 

the old school. 
He wes drafted for service in the Revolutionary War. 

near its close and was et Yorh-town. He died suddenly in 

1837 . His Gl-'eve is marked by the wild cherry tree in the 

old Huntersville Cemetery that is said to be gr01"d.ng directly 

over hi s grave. 

-, 

-
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~e will turn bacl< 
for more history of ~~6 

the pioneer citizen of the Hannah ' s who was the son of David 

Hsnna~, Senior , and the progenitor of the Eannah ' s --one of 

the oldest in pocahontas County . 

David Hannah married a Miss Gibson who wa~ rear ed in 

AU6Usta County and they s"ettled at the mouth of Locust Creel~, 

soon after the Revolutionary War . He had some practical 

knonledge of medicine and did a good deal of practi c e in 

fro:::ltier times . Dr. Hannah and hiS wife IJrs . Elizabeth Hannah 

~ ten children , six daughters and four sons . 

Ann became IJrs . Joseph Oldham . 

Lucinda became Ilrs . William Ol dham . Their home s were near 

the source of Locust Creek . 

Utry Hannah married John Mollohan and l i ved in \"leoster Cm.mty 

Elizabeth Hannah married William Bennett and lived 

in Fnrrlson County . 

Jennie P..nnna.h married Samuel Whiting and l ived OD 

!)rOO]) '''''''tun Tlherc the \'lhiting family lived . Her son 

, ~ Whiting r4rried 

n \1r. hco ••• 04 . 

Sallie NolUl1ion and lived on the 

1ed JOIn " CoOhrOll olltl lived ncar the 
ro 7 linQ . , 

WU.lu", l1li John IInnhbh d 1,,'" l n 
JOIto ... '> r .... nah u youth . 

F.ll 11 h 

GIl k ro hi. • n John AnI \h 11 v d . 
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David Hannah Junior married lEargaret Burnside on the 

oost of Hillsboro, a daughter of John 
Greenbrier River , ~ 

d J
' Walker of Augusta County . Her 

Burnside who marrie ;JaIY 
familY and the family of General J . R. WaDcer of 17ythevill

e 

He was one of the last Comman-
-lirginia are closelY related. 

ders of the Stonewall Brigade . 

h Jr . settled on Elk and reared a large 
David Hanna , 

familY of sonS and daughters. 

Isabelle Hannah was married to John Varner and settled 

at Split Rock , a few miled dOYffi Elk . 

3lizabeth Hannah married 11 . J . VanReenen who was a 

n.:ltive of Hol land . His fathers family was attached to a band 

of Holland emigrants who were induced to colonize on Laurel 

Run in 1842 by a New York r::inister, Scheeerhorn. 'fhe Highland s 

o~ pocahontas were not congenial to persons from a populous 

::tolland City in the Hetherlands' and after grievous priva

t1on:i the c olony disbanded . Some went west, others renained 

!:. ?ocahonta3 and are excellent people . The Stultings came 

1~ thi:s band . This family deserve special mention. They 

wen nntivC 8 0"" llollo.nd o.nd to escape religd.bus persecutiDJil J 

t 

" 

per11u of crOQsin6 the Ocean in the rude vessels 

1J: . Th'll ,"Icn'o u v ory religious people . The Eldest 

nl1ucntnd tor a ITt -auytllrian ""1n1ster b\lt , 
\..t u"t r 1 t.O 0100 ho l ' nli~c the 

ac IIIr. lUll \, b ~ OQr.l(l onf'l of our best and 

• . II., 

AOAe,...,. 

tllfi !11·~ t. publio Dohol,l in th 

t.rte ~t\ll ting ';yJ nstr.1oker J 



• 
• 

h1s s i ster , gave her life as a Kissionary i n China , being 

sent a s a member of the Oak Grove Church, in Hillsb or o . 

Ylilliam Hannah , one of the twins born t o IJr . and 

;Js . David Hannah , married Catherine Rhinehart of Randolph 

county . 

Eugene married Jennie Kellis on . 

- 3-

Joseph Hannah , the othe r twin son of the p i oneer, 

= i ed Eli~abeth Cool, of Web ster count; and livedin t hat 

Count;- y~t . He nas a sol dier in the Ylar of 1 812 . 

~ . 

\ 
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vALElITIlffi CACKLEY, P i one"". 

During the last century but few names have been more 

fenilierlJ )alown in our county, before and since the org
aniza

-
The ancestors of this relationshiP 

tiOD, than the Cackleys. 
"r.ere Valentine cackley Seni or and Mary Frye, his wife , from the 

They 
loiter valley not far from Winchester at Capon Springs . 

located at ]Jill Point about 1776 . These worthY people were of 

Ge.-,.,;l2.Il descent . The original name was Keckle;r and came to be 

spelled Cackley by the v,'ay it was pronotUlced . 

Their sons were 1'1illiaII1, Levi, Joseph , Valentine and Benjamin, 

mld. their daughters were Alice J I~a.ry J Anne and Rebecca--
siX 

sons 

and four daughters. 
Alice , the eldest daughter became the wife of the late 

~el :: . Gay v/ha r e sided on the 
farm now held by the heirS 

~ the late Ge or ge Gib son on the Greenbrier Hiver above lJar-

_1.ntontr.o mile s . t1r . Gi b son vms her grandson. 

o,er] estimable per son and the story of her life 

thrlll1lla readinB · 

Mrs. Gay was a 

would make 

'J>ry CacJ::loy we s married to \'Iillette Perkins and Vlent 

<t , 

AN> CQC1clcy bcot1l1lo tho vlife of ""-~ .nomas Hil:!. . 

"hoc C 01<1 Y "no r.\(\=1 d to John Ew' ~ ~ " ~... lIer f!ll!\i~" 

0, to ." * the llIoth r of 1 \ ven :lons . Tho y oung-

E,,1M , It 1* b~1i v d til t the :famous 

&t.I14 0 t.Ol", nnd. IS auoh was th pride 01: 

• of lIla t l1y . 
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"nt of John Brad-

1>8,,1 cnokley married Haney BradshaW , dau ..... er ~l d on stamping Creek 

shnl"f J founder of HuntersV'ille) and se vue Jacob ) Levi 

r.here some of his wortpy descendents yet reside. 
Rev. A. IJ . Cackley D. D. 

nnd \7UliaIU were the names of hiS sons. 

of the Baltimore Conference VIaS a grandson -
William Cackley , sont of Valentine Cackley , married 

Jennie Gay , daughter of Robert Gao>: and first settled on the 

property noW ormed by Robert Gay and first settled on the prop

erty nor. o,'med by MathewS RuckmaIl near J,;ill :point and also 

Having Eold .. his :;farm::,'tp the late D. L . 
operated a store. 
Ruck!:2ll he Doved his familY to a farm on cumming IS Creek, n ear 

Etmtersville J where he resided for many years ) farming and 
A singular occurrence was 

cerc~ising and in public office. 

c ou-"\ected with this removal to Huntersville . Wrs . Cackley had 

becace tired of her flock of pigeons and tried to leave them 

I;;> y.ere on e oak: tree near the back but to ber surprise the pi"eons ' th 

dnell1ng the nert morning . 

c 

an t1rs . Cackley were the parents of five sons~ and t:r . d 

C.UC:"ltCTB . Robert ) Claiborne , Frye , Davis and John; Liary , 

~u. arab Jane . ~ ._- ond S wary became the Vlife of J . J , 

rchDnt from Staunton , .Leah became the wi:fe o:f Jobn 

Ilnnnnh mal"riod \'/ill lind on F.lIc , 

non County . 

111 C .kl.~ "" 

u tr " • tIll4 v. h1.a:l 

, Onptn1n i n th 

1"4 t • poplll I ty , 

• t til 

• 

iam Floyd and lived 

\',ro: of l B12 . Ris 

301d1ers nnd 

J cksonian 

herift 
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Late in life he moved to Illinois where t hose of hiS 

faIlli1S whO still survive ) live. 
Valentine Caclcley Junior married Kary lloore from Eastern 

VirGinia . Their daughter Caroline was the first wife of 

Harper r:cLaughlin, and their son , William H. Cackl ey , once a 

prominent citizen of pocahontas moved to Ronceverte and en

s,,!;ed in the mercantile businesS and died there. Hi s widow 

survives him at the old home in Ronceverte . 

Valentine Cackley took the census for poc ahontas 

County in 1840 . He had the lower mill erected at llill Point 

..-.hich ilas purchased by Davi d JlicCarty and a "carding machine II 

added . LicCarty sold the mill to Uriah Bird . "1r. Bird sold 

to r.:r . lio~sett and his daughter o ovros the mill. 

Joseph Cackley owned the upper mill and after selling 

hio ) married and settled out to Sampson tiathe\'/'s he mi grated to 0 

t here . 

Benjamin Cackley stayed awhile on his share of the 

hcc.estcad known as the Lee place and sold out to his brother 

:osepb and went to J k ac~son County , Ohio. 

The Youneest sonf of Valentine Cackley Senior , was 

r..-cd Jacob . He woa 

.n cc.uBod t.:.r. eU Y .... 1oh 

fond of at hlotic sports and over- exerted 

internal injuries and 1 

pion 

'le died from the 

or , nOOUUltu nted nn 1n uno,nse 
a.tct . Hl0 hc.n.rllJ ,,'. b (lout til looaUon ooo\\piod by 

.1 ' D 1 • 1 ·mc. . It n nu At on t 1m to M VO been 
11&11.. ot t.. r~rl. TI 0 ' 1 n Foint }'ort ,. " 
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Ims about where the garden is noW. l'ersons living yet 

rove seen relies picked up by parties worldng !In the garden. 

He encouraged and promoted useful industries . A first class 

mill for the time , was built; a tannery project ; a t i l t hammer 

V~le the venerabl e p i on eer 
started and a store carried on, 

could over look a ~vide pr ospect . from his home , and while he 

\"laS not quite '~The Lord of all his eye could survey" yet h e 

could lay claim to a goodly portion of what I'I6S in s i ght--east, 

north and west of Kill Point . 

The name of this good old pioneer is worthy of re

oe:lbrance , for he left a very important and influential 

pa...~ of our C ty oun much better off that it 1·/8.S when ' he s ettled 

in it . 

~. 

I 
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HISTORY OF THE F.AIrrIAli ' S 

John BUTIlSid
e 

H:mnah married Margaret ],cC1ur
e 

and 

located on the Old Field Fork of Elk !Ii ver . They had a 
_ JJo~ , Samuel David, ,/il1iam Boude . 

family of ten chilnren . ~~ 

- 1 -

t;allace, (who died while young) John ElliS , Nancy Ivie , 

viola, EdGar Russell and Lena . liIary also died while young . 

David hannah, the third of the ancestral name , married 

Rebecca l:oo:re, daughter of Isaac IJoore of Edray. The names 

of his children y;ere: James Joseph, J.1ary r1argaret and Julia. 

The old soldier wor]o;ed bard in building up his home and the 

pr iv&t i ons be and his fanily had to endure would seem unbear-

able n ow. He v;as a kind man ana. a1,/ay5 hospitable J ready 

to share the l a st be had vd. th the visitor that might want 

shel ter and food . 

He VIas highly e s teemed by his neighbors . He was buried 

in a beaut iful spot 

~~8 had helped to 

hear hi 5 borne d t un eT he green sod his m'm 

clear away . 

JOSEPH HAlmJIH 

;..cone the earl·.r s tt ~ e ler s of t he Elk " s r er:ion "'as 
.. 0 f>'h UnnnD.h . Q ~ , Bon ot' David l'dnna.h h of ... . , who l i ved a t t h e 

",ocuat Creok Ho 
1 11 tho . mn:rrled ·Ji:l.1znbcth Ihu-nside a.nd 

, 
con1.uT)' Bottled \ on tho Old Pield PorI: 0:[ 

n ·111 Run ~h1 . ., v 1 o1ni ty '"~AC J)lnoc ot' 
imp I- tlca 111 

It \'OaD an 
f it Oft 

'rhe.a., 

porch1 trr10 t.imes " 

.101 v b n from 010V01" liok 
,-'rin , thnnue v :r tho m(\Unta1 n 



ncor Clark Rider ' s farm then down by James 

to Elk . Here is the IIlagic circle . 

Tho Indian from all that remains of hiS former 

F.e s.,],,:e never occupied this region or any port of poca

County as a permanent hOme . It was oc cupied as a 

- 2 -

t e::IP
crorJ 

resort in late spring , summer and early autumn . 

At Clover Lick , ).;arlinton and Old Field Fork of El k are found the 

",ost that noW remains of Indian temporary hOmes. The most 

interesting trace of this b."inf in question is fo1.IDd in a 

ceadow near the Gibson farm on Old Field Fork of Elk River 

_ o..l. ... J.S mea ow was cleared about 
tr.elve oiles from T.:""'~l'nton . Th " d 

sevent"'J-five years ago by William Gibson and takes the 

place of one of the thickest patcl'.es of laurel and alder 

brush t~t the late 'Ililliam Gibson says he ever worked in 

all his life . ( !rL Jtt.~,~ ~.J..--) 
in meadow a circl e h.iter 1 t ,,;as cleared and put 

t::::j.e6red about 132 feet ° d ' 1.n J.ameter fonned of " ~ t a strange 

U'" us bat grows and has not b een seen anywhere else . This 

circle 1~ formed o~ fO ~ ~GUres representing rattl ~ct 04' tual. e snakes--
~ mu ly swallowing int each other- --one fi gure - - -

l:be ,-ellon rattler .- b ... ym olizes liGht , the blac]< rattler 

11'1 I tSo.rknaoo. both comb ! incd ropresent th 
lfJtt rul4 c1Q1 Illl<1 111 c sucoession 

uotrnteo tho~ln 
Ihrloul 001:1 tl1 d\1ll1 idoa of Tr;" 

I n thl 1; 1 .' I ....... 

o-r or 111 p:. v :l Mel tnkas 114' h ~4 11 01.h . ,L I nvins 

or t • mLl , to 1 J voke th f'twor' 1"'0 Ylo\lld 

• 
n \',Iom toll t) couto Ir1nttlu 

, 



essential to 
their subsistence 

game , so 

depended . fltt.J 
With the pioneer s , !l0mes_,·,ere tt>f'the

y 
wanted , 

- 3-

ul ~ be settled in c ommunit i e s . 
"here fathers and sons CD a 

1 f t an
d advanta~es of intelligent 

They desired socia com' or 5 0 

Cbristien Worship and securing these , their hopes and 

espirntions seemed realized . The "Magic Circle" is still 

to be seen on the Gibson farm on Elk but i t seems to be 

grcmng dim- - L'l other vlords leaving or nearing out . · llearly 

a oile further dorm. was the encampment Ylhere about two acres 

of ground had been cleared of trees for camp fires and 

t hiS r.as the nOl d Pieldu that gave thiS br anch of Elk its 

nce i and ';';as the first piece of ground planted by Joseph 

F;.e:nnah • 

!.J . and I.~rs . Hannah reared a large faoily of indus 

no1us children. David P.annah , son'e of the nOld Field
ll 

~laneer norried Hester Sicafoose . Their children Vlere 

~. mo co.rr1ed Silas Sharp) Jane Hannah I d aughter of 

'tho .. 1eoneer married Joseph BarIo,·, . Elizabeth married Dr • 

M0100n ·oore . ~:arJ Hannah m=ied r B l.enry uz::.ard . Joseph . .. ~ or attractive Foroonnlity . 

81. 0"rJ " • eo r tenti v 1d!llt h oould or 

.'l\&~. rD ~I ~lo Dibl. th t h. 

r ecem , 
hud oonmittad to 

7 lU I h" 00\\1t! r 01 tu th 

viII ~ n Dpoc1 1 rrot l' nco t . the 

• or tl paL,-\ roha n t the " .. 

, 



of the 
l

'tes and conquest 
Isree 1. , 

~nlen a very ol d 

of the Proroi sed land 

roan Mr . Hannah wore h i s 

\l!Ider Joshua . 

gay hair combed back and plai:ted 
in a cue tha t hung 

dOl'm between hiS shoulders. 

<lefore retiring he would r ep eat a hymn , t hen 

sing the hy1!lIl ; he then knelt i n pr ayer and poured out 
, ' 

hiS full heart in humble , trusting prayer in the ton e 
" 

of a loving t rusting chil d to a kin d and more l ovin g 

father . 

'. I 



Inventor1 ot )~Ater1E.l. 
-

\ 

Conau1tBIltl ""--~--- • 
\ 

, 

!!.el1Gb1l1 tyl ~ ~ 
, 

• 
\ . , 

Fo1der. d· 



Yer.[cr 

IJdh ?"'/"-
J OHl; SlAVE!1 - P ioneer 

One of tbe notable families in 
Is v.;as our local anna 

Slaven, v.Jho C arne from 

the Sl aven's J 

I r eland about 

h ancestor r:as John 
W ose turY 

th cen • ·ddle of the seventeen 
the m, H ' bland 

. t h en came to 16 

He 

first settled in Rockinghan County , rt 

County J Virginia, and l ocated at l:Ieadow Dale on prope Y 

b ld by Stuart Slaven . ths.t is now e 
. wife vias a I\1iss H1s 

Stu2rt . 

In r eference to J ohn Sl aven I s s ons :. 

. and settled in the great Ee~· and Reuben went to Oh~o 

Sciota Val l ey . 

Daniel Slaven l ocat ed h is h ome on Clinch River , Tennessee . 

Isaiah Slaven married I"jartha Stuart and went to Mont

E;ocerJ County J Kentucky J in 1792, about t h e time the state 

ca::e into the Union J and sett led at I.10\.U1t Sterlir.g. 

1:t'111 i am Slaven settled in Smith County) Tennessee • 

.,tuart Sl aven remained on t he homest ead. His ' .... 'ife was 

6. d~hter of Jesse Johnson . lIe ViaS one of the most pr omi nent 

influential citizens of his time . 

Ztuurt .... lo.ven ' S children Vlere Reuben , (for so many 
D on 

or tho 10' dinr; Citizens of his COWlty , and perhaps 

o Ie ra'l.od or. ""'nine •• th!\l"l Wl;\' mn('iGtrote that aver held 

~1 0 in hh .oticn) 1111""" ,ltuuM , 1.111 (l'Iho booame 
Do 

tr."1l) 'J"' . ~11J()lMU Cru1pb U ' 
U.,.,oM er .", ~ o~ ~ ) J ~nl11 (who \'ms j" s . 

ldD re , Ci\.' n fU'ld rient woot) 



-~ -

!,;arcc.ret Slaven 
° d B JO"~in B campbell . Her 

marr~e en~' • 

da"!;hters ~ Iss . S . P. 
and 

I"iss 1lattie campbell, 
Patterson 

3rovm campbell 
Canpbell of Belington , Stuart 0: ~untersville; 

d L t her Canp_bell of Dunmore , 
late of :':onterey , Virginia an u 

~ocahontas County , are her sons . 

John Slaven , son~of John from Tyrone , Ireland , was 

° ° d "'he f-l rst wife \'vas a I.iiss Wade. There was on e 
tmce marrl-e..... ..L 

son , John Slaven ) Y~ho never married . The second marriage vias 

nth Elizabeth War\'fl.ck , a sister of Andrew and \7ill i am War wick 

O!l neer Creel~. not long after this marriage he settled on 

-:.he l:ead of Greenbrier river and he is the ancestor of the 

?cca.\.;.ontas branch of the Slaven f£lL1ily. 3y the second mar

riege there Yiere five daughters and trIO sons . 

lie fias a nan of remarkable r.mscular poYV'ers and Vias a 

?~volut1onBrJ veteran , a noted h t un er and trapper . He had 

~[~ling descriptions to ~ive f th o 0 e many engagenents he 

:PaS3ed through ; t h e hazardous risks he ran 
"" end. t and the privations 
.. e . ured in the s ervice of his country. 

l!e lived to be an ol d man 

c ldren roe give the ~oll 
and in reference to his 

.r. orring; 

Sul.l1e ..,lnvcn becDrne JJ 
boD4 tit J xo . Dinwidd ie, and lived 

C lor. ln rlvor ' t at the 
, hen wont to llard1 

1 
n County OJ i 

oUl ,ton bre \tD 1 -" ' '1 0 4 

l'ooOilh(cntan Coun' ro . Joooph \Olooddoll of Gr. n 
.y . nnd l1v tl 

in I'1ko CO\Ulty , 
v n = ...... 4 t ok Ohio . 

t! y, ld l1v u nelU' 
10d by J. lin I 

• \'l n l· . 
00 

11i cct o1t1 n ; 

ntriak 

"1'Ulo,, 



r}:r.'\Dn in stone, iron Dnd 

most of the offi
wood; and filled 

- .r 

i tho Gift of the county · 
cinl position. n .-

ISS . John Y/ooddell, 
rD.l'1' ::ilo.vcn become 

\'I J . 1700ddell and J . 
::.1"5. I .. . 1' . Sloven , Hon . • 

near Green Bank · 

S . Wooddell 

r squil"C were her children . 

Sl n became 1.1rs . Samuel Ruclcrnan . 
:,:nrCaret ave 

of John Slaven the pioneer, VlnS 
Willa.im Slaven , son 

born July 6, 1798 and was married in 1819 to Icar garet Wooddell 

at Green Dank . She was born June 21th, 1800 . They had six 

3cns and t\'lO douGht crs . Their names were Charles , who died 

in Cnlifornia ; when so many "lent to cet [old . 11illiam Patrick , 

.jo.oes Cooper, Henry , Hathan - a Conf'ederate soldier , ]:-illed at 

:ort Donelson and El1,abeth , who becar.\e l,:rs . Osborne of Gilmer 

County , ~est Virginia . 

William Slaven I s second marriage '','os ~ .:;.0. \"'..L. th Kaney Cline of 

...,n!s County and there "'ere five da"~"'ters and "U" four sons by 

tl".1a r.arr1nge . Lary , Sarah , Caroline, Uartha , Lucy , Frank 

.t)" , oland and Perry . \'/il1iam Sl aven's ' desoemlants 

a ot thee) live in Jacl:son , I/irt 
J LC\'lis and Gilmer COUll-

t ee and ere re crt p cd to be prooporous and Good 
• part ot t 01 ti,ens of 

.. 
• Vircinia. . 

le 1 v'~· in -ot.. OC ·lon t 

r -""In nt - .. In, • C'r 
County , 

th 

r . I 

1/1l1irun (;1,,," n , s 

Vlr \1\1 1, G1s1nture 
00I1{'11\1 t ,\ t ' o Ino\' t 

n "0""" 0 1. " 1s 

'. 
,., ant 0 e unty 

uJlLy . A n1 t 

• 
npn -

oJ ~ r '.0 t O\m in 

I r ee, t ere b 1 



onlY n bridle path nt the time. He lived ar/hil
e 

on Leading 

Creek , Lewis county;- then went to 17irt County , near Burning 

SprinbS nnd finally to Jackson County, a short distance from 

In hiS neVi places of residence , after leavi ng 
Ravens\"lOod . 
:tocahontas , he was honored with places of trust , served a s 

tlO{;istrate end deputy sheriff which at that time P.leant the 

active duties of sheriff . He nas an efficient , trustworthy 

business roan. 

Jacob Slaven, sanA of the pioneer J of that much named 

r e&ion--liead of Greenbrier, 

carried Zleanor Lockridge, 

on Enapps Creek. They 

Upper Tract, Traveler's Repose -

dau~hter of' ty-_ ~an J..OCkI-l' dge Senior 

passed most of t heir I' 
head of the Greenbrier in a ' , l ve s on the 

ma.el"! lmor·m d 
In their time ther . • an attractive home . 

e Has much tr 0t avel along th ~ Bunton and Parkersburg Pil e road--the 
betneen th {e. The most of e rtest ern -=>""'d comnnlllicat· 

.:. ... u eastern "Oart l.on 

rc te . Governor Joe J hn - 5 of Virginia "las b o son d y this 

O"/cr hero to an Stoney tall enjoy trout and Jacl:son st ven' opped 

w~/eryth1n loSon . 
£; seemed prc 

~ von until h sperous and t • tembl pleasant \'lith J 
and >:1104 tho h e ravaGes of war a cob 
ana • Q~py 1nmnt.. . laid his h • .e"" , Th. family one in ashes 

'"'ere eic;ht da"~"'t ~, ers 

-, 
01\1 

rt1.d trIo}. 

1u".", ..... 
tpr 

." h .. ,uo Q<lIn 11' d for h 
o 11-', l' 01' ..... nd \" personal. 0. 
rr . nt to . ttroo-

1.4 to C 1 1oso\\:rJ. 
o onel VI ' 

livod 1111nm T. 
t ~~oe 

G=-o ' n, 
Q 

~nclII . 

h 

iE====O=l:,::~=:·n, 1 t 

, J..1 
ot Ihlnt o1'sv1l1 

our1 , 

, 



'dre Slaven LicY.rJ. 0 

Lanty where 
}.).). eV1 eIlY > 

d On Back eSJ.· ded . t 
set t l e d Gratz r Slaven a 

Cbarles an . d t o JeSs e B. Jacob , 
marrl.e 

sbe died . Green Bank . 

sons 
:p . Sl ayen was 

l':'nry 
. where 

i,:eadOY1 Dale I 
Virginl.a , 

'ed Slaven marrl. 

d 1iV'ed near 
J:'ary Riley an Jlii ll 

'l;iarr:ick 
arried i .:artha til av en m 

J. T. 
d lived near 

HOgsett an 

. t ~h;s county . 
POLO I ~- - f'rst married to 

Arbogast • Washingt on 
Sl aven was l. 

Eleanor . "'l'e bat t le of spottsy l-
ds r e ceived l.n u . _-- e c-ied i n 1864 of wotID \7 'lliam Brown . 

m<:> .... r i age ,'las t o J. Her second ""-'-... "'2!lia Court House . 

l J.· ved at Gr een Bank . ':11e:1 -

L:argaret married J . H. d 1).' v ed at Ma r l inton. :Fatterson an 

. - ~tterson was clerk of the .r • • ~ 
Cir cuit Court of }locahontas 

county f or a nurnoer of year s . He YlaS a Confederate s ol d i e r 

f r o:::l start t o finish and shared the perils 

!irst in battl e and l ast in retreat . 

Sarah Slaven VIas fir st married to Peter H. Sl aven and 

lived at ~~onterey , Virginia . Their son tlnmet lives in He br a s 1.-a . 

er aoctnd r..arria&c \"Ias with Ar ista Hart man . They live in I'ansas . 

1I1n!1eld T . Slaven =1ed Hannie P . Rnol:man and lived 
r ~ar 'tlr11nton 

t is 1~t.ro.t1nr. 

ildr c:nd A110f'l Wftre 

to not. that iilc d J 
or an :tlrGElXot were , • 

lao tWin aioters . 
~ n ana >lro, th 

QnQ utr 1 pion ore, h.~ thoir 
houpprG '01 rnQn 1" or , h II 

• tif blUll-.. c 

-



, 
\ 

married life of over fifty years. 

It would be- well could their gr aves be identified . 

The story of their lives helps uS verJ much toward a proper 

un erstanding of nhat it cost to make it possible for the 

ccn:orts that gl adden our lives . 





EAIU.T LUI JJfD OCCUP}..'I'IOW 

, .l.' • 
the mounta.1na to find 

homes ot t hoir own 
!he beD. and women who oroa .. 4 

1 to an axis" 
" •• 'O"R~' .entenoed th~~ vea 

'. 
, 

b the wooded TIllley. ot pooa.hon~ .. ~ .. " . , 
~ .... obtained tho1r homes, to ,be ,.ure, 

te.nc. at Vea.t ri&or and hardship. ~u.-y " ~ -- . 
. . 1 t art of the battle. 

'but that init1al aeh1evr.nent probably ,'WU the _oas 8& P _.. ',' 
• ......... '. 4 .. t 

Lit. 4ur~ the fir.t 1"eara in the n8'lf' land ..,.. ~ rclentl&as 8trugbl~ ~a.t~:~ _ 
., _'. 1-" .~ :: _ . ~ • 

4 t h untcr a tto.oka: or re--
the oon.tant threat. of' ata.rvation, diaea. • ." en e 00 1.',,!': ~-:;.", 

.... , -. ..:':..., ... .,. ,.~. ,.. 
.~ttu1 .ava~e • • ," 

• 
Th. ho=- .... the center or all the pioneer" tbO'.l{;htl and e.ctivitiel. 

There .ere no tra.dea nor induatries that .ere not a part ot the ho!:!.. life. , 
" 

Th. a::blt1o:l of' Ie-ad-hungry men to see broad acraa on ff'le ry aido pr 8'C luded 

,. _a h"~'Qtl)' . ent out &lOAe or in .r.ell ....... t1e. to 
r- prospect tor th.~ 

,..,.. .u... Th. a.b1.oa they built .or. the produot. ot rorest t.re .. and. 

, .. t r .... t.,r( .rth aDd .kill .1th the r .. 100011 wh1ah 
they brouGht with t h&::!. • 

• _ 0 •• .r. l\ohh.cS .0 that tl tit t 
..-.. ley 0 .thor w1 t hout ~ ot.her t ... to.'Un.t _ To 
r ro~ r •• t lone .er •• p11t 

, .. It. , 

r4 r 



Ch&rter 6 

_. carel'U1 to lay the root 
The luporetltlou, wore ~~ • 

.I k ot tho JllC)on .... lur. to 
~ U.cht ot the IItOOl\ .lAO. one 1 .. 14 1n the ",aT .. 

~ . . -
be ruin." by n..rp1n£ of the boe.rdl • . 

I 
._ ro~l·- Wot --,- did thoy 

_1.n401f8 pre.eated a .,e.r10111 ent; n,e;er.u.>' P '101 ..... . ~ .. 

~ tho ... 110 but th~ .,ado tho h ouaO leOl Impro"",bl0 to lodl."" .tt~k. 
- .' 

Gr ... ed p&par wa. • . Joh. only ,lazing znaterl&l aTIIl!1able . 
• t. , -- '.', . 

of the ear
1
7 cabinl had 110 'Window' or .. ere 11rI:.ply fitted. with .trall loophol •• 

... - ." ,., ~ " ' However JII;O" 
• 

prOTed to be ~oh a popular nel&t1ng plaoe for roo. D.nd 6.uorted Tennin that 
'. ~. . 

1ta u ..... l oon dol.oontlnued. The fireplaoe and ohlmncy WGre rreq~cntl1. 
\n111t ot IItloD h .. rlly plutered with J!lUd . Suoh .. makeshift -.0.' uaue.Ily re

plaoed wlth stoue ~ter the racily had b&oone established. 

T100l"1_1n thtl n_ ho:tes .... ere ot clq or sa.:,,!! . Later the DOre Fe>-
J_.; • 

J '-'- - ~ .~ . -
"...1?e .e~tler. in,talled rough .puncheon tloore r A nOTel &.rranGeme:lt n,a- --

• l. .... - • J - ... - :--' .... . .. 
tat in tho o:!!'b,.~. oa~1D ~" !,~! .. A _p~ho~11 El?O;-&bo".t ? ~ch ... abOT" ,~~ -

ru. 011--v~ l ... el oovered. ~l but t he, aret. aurround1ng tho firepl ace. 
l ' • ... ~ -

dDat.4 • I.rioue tire he.tu.l --.I 1d d b u. a nu prOT e e. snoh an whioh I:I8lnbera ot the 
, -

r.-l17 oould . i t about the tire. , 
urn.a inC;1 wu.8 iiBIleral aueh cuual do! .recard of t Ol"Dlll f 'h 

To br1nt t~n1turo aoroa. t ho '11 h ~ et eele. on pack horses 't:u lt1prao-

Le .. ther thoDr;1 .tretohed oyer • TOuch rr~e ade 

Thoae who hll.d not brou&ht fe.thor tieD .lept em 

Otl •• r turnlt ure ••• ~.noral1v 1'-' ... 0# ~t.d to bo~d. 

~ ........ Dne 1.a \ 0... 1roQ po'" in the 



Jlooahont&8 CC)'U:lt1 

Chap~'" 6 

Pa!;. a 

01 the oountles. 
1'hil .... but one 

i'tlt...,.l, ••• " Gould Dot be u •• d. 
. k in{; 'the hoUle. cering for th. 

plonoer houaa1t.. Dodd.. eep . 
_ aDd hor "014er ohlldrOIl ho.4 

aDd help1.n£ with the tann work the wl£' 
• r--.tlv. Cloth trOll 'the .tore ,..... an 

or prayld1n& olothln, tor the ~, 
Dvel"l' gIrl ·on the frontler _. ot neoes8l ty 8-

o
quain-

- .• 4 taus other 1..ple-
wSth the ue. ot t he ap1.nn.1ng wheel , the looltl , an var - . . -

_ta rOl' oonv.rtln~ wool and tlax. atalu into cloth. 

J,. ohoioe bit of Ground. on CI~oh r;n;(.;a~ re&erved •• the flax patoh . !' 

'the rlponed at.a.l..kl ot flax wtre pu1.1ed. by hand. and subjeoted to throe or four 

...u oJ' dry1n& and weathering in en open t"rleld~ ~o 'ray JQ6.terinl l'1D.8 then 

.Urad. u:1tU tho trest 01' apyr Q llchlng winter had 1'r&84 all hands from moro 

boo41ate talks . ' By ~ans ot tho breakor, the Bcutcbing knife o.nd t~e hackle , 

the .-0041 pAi-t-or the Btalka was cnl,hed CUld eombttd 'rr-2m the - linn riber: ~! ". 
' \ __ J 

1'be C::J".~e-. ·to~. WOTan 1r:ito-~ot"lt-'clotlie&, Grain'" ;;cb"" .... and ·othe:r ~:rtiole£ 

nbjeot to hos."'7 ~; 1'1le r.1.ncrl~a.r~ vac rai:crvod -~r:i- ''bott&r ·clothl!lb a!ld 
. ,- . 

~ehold 11llc:&a . the entire procoS8, from pIe.D.tint to~· c cJ:l.piet1on or the 

~l, toot: ple-ce w1.t.'tin the I 1m1ta or the ' 1.nd.lv1dual homectes.d. . t 

... h boppor to be found outi1de tho door wu. probnb'- ~o.t ~ u V1.r,1n1a'. 

cal plo.nt . 'the hoppor was oonatrueted by plo.o1.ng; boarca in""=A' 

tar:. a V-ol\Apod troUGh wh loh _. i~.4 with~::" • -h .-
e~.. ~ Ot from 

.. t~,. • • r- .. plaee4 in the trouch a.nd. t , one 0 tho ohildren "'ould bo .,.1&11Bd 

or fO\J'.1 ftC • l1t \,h ..... t~ 

uct 



c ould. Dot 
• toilet .oap aa .ell 

1 ~- 2 it eeTTGd •• 
cle.im t he rl rtuo or m1 <alea , ... 

aJ for l &under in& ~ ~ll other ol.nn i n~ purpoaoa. 

I), ... J:i1c!r ed. Shin&berry, who died in 1936 .t 

• 
the & £ 0' ot 93, lOTed t o 

t h tmite Clotbe .... r_ 
t ell of t he lmahdq t rials of t he fHlrl y pooahon ... OUf • 

, . 
. t k and poundcd elee.n on a (lat rook. 

or1 r1.nAlly 'l."uhed lilt the n.et..te& crooe . 

~ t he actt lentfnh crew end sk1110d coopers caved in ~ t~nd11es allowed 

the:--tl eh 'ea t he l uxury or wooden t ubs , Durinc Crs . Shi.n&b erry'8 youth aome .. 
i.nV'e!ltiTfI (;eniUB oriGinated n W6shbonrd rld .. cb wa.e , 

e1rnply .. 81!looth plank in 
.. •• r -- . 

wt.1oh horbonto.l UOOYOS werc out . However , Ura, Sh1nabeM")" and na!lf ot . . 

ber nol(hbors aoornod this xhroat to tho hocott~ of t heir l ebore and coo-

t 1.mled to ue:e their hard-worked knuckles . The de.u&hter l!J or the t e.m11y aoo.11 

obtajued o~e of these ho~~de cil"eclos , and , in 1900 , Lucy, the younr,est, . . 
• 

'bocc:c the mme.r or one .. o! the first rnetory~do ~oarQa in the neighborhood • 
.. "' ' .. ~ .. • :; .~.':.. .... I~""", ~ •• .,..~ • 

~rleult1ca n~tached t o l eundor ing and bathlne tocether with the 
~.' _. f-_ .. -. :._-" :""-,-"':"'_. ~ _ _ 

.L~8ne. of knowlodB8 ot . annitation nade suoh pr aot i oes muoh more infrequent 
. '" .. . : -" 

t~n 1. now ccnaidered essential. Beaidcs # 1n the ~nds or ~ suoh ex-
~ 

chlknU ne ..... not 001 t r • y n .ns e 0 tloe but was qu i to d&n~arou. a • 

•• !l . Lldcr rca1dcnt. of t~e Oreonbrier Valley knew nu1te --11 , ..... that anyono 

t o 1 hh o-~ch \. 0 'ktlle h1a body h 
or 1. hoad dur1nc the ool d ~nth. fro • 

• 

I I • 

hrh, 
o'Dlr~ . the 111e 

f ' ! 
" 1,... r J.n\ r no tl. !n • or t ~ur 1rat .~ttl er • • ... .. I rr ..... \1)' 

" I t)" in •• • 
• - ••• t • I r 

• rn uHh Th. _ at 



Chapter 6 

Pe.,o , 

Branoh 10 oUll .. ~e4 .. on. of tho oolorful " ... bers ot th1. &roup , _ • 

1 .. M. !
1oto

l'1 ot poeahontu Countz. DI' , 11m, ~, Prioe rolat .. & typi
o

•
l

• -" 

anocdote of GraDDS'Saundori • n. relot •• th&t ,..hon ho waa .bout .I.c .. ood · 

014 h • • utter04 .uoh & ........ - .. tt •• k or .. boopi.o& ooulll> that ho wa.. o-otua.lly 

b.l1 .... d d00.4. GranDT Sauna ..... """ to tbo Prio. bo" ., dAshod tho apparent-

1y litol." body Lnto .. tub of -.u:rm _tor and piercod bi. body beta-oon the 

. houlderl with ...... ~ot". She 1nJi8rted .. goose quill into the c beat oavity 

th1"O~ thie open1.n& and blew through the quil l until the Want weI once 

.,are b"~ 1..nI; tor- h1Nell'. tranJl1" Saunder., • Aunt 'feeni." !.':oore at Y.napp. 

"3 U4 Ii1'UC 0 r-811.eve Creek . ant oountie •• other piO~ •• :t" women or the ooun: - 4-,:,.' .. ad h t 

&" . Cod r .. ~haw, loa. or the p10neer ot t be .utt.nn, ot their ne1 .. "bore. ~ n 
_. J e_ a~lte.red e.1d 1n the form or ~ ew:rter-Irtlb . and John Yelleil ot o-r Cr -~ ._ ••• 

p try aocord1.n.t to the dlctatoa at l~CJt bath. , bleotU .. D.&, and praotioed harmB. 

Al.o in th1. group ~8 David Bennah c4 tot ... o-o .. ll~ -botanl oll .chool .

t.h. Old Pi.14 bnnob or Eli -L , .nO le thouGht to be the ru·.t -" ...... tM.G. tore.t-

....... FoeMonb. • • ri • • Factltloa.U to 11.,.. 1A 1-r llo ratter hOW' dub 10ualy 

pl.yod an ·--+·~t 1 ..-.~ -..... ro e in 

or 

t he.. people 

t.aountry . 

to, ..... _ ... or \l .. " eat.or . or t\.iUo1no ..... 

1. 1110 . aorno. in Napoleon' a 

Uta "lO.t iatrloate pieoo or 



Che.pt.r 6 

Pa •• 6 

b 50141er who had been .hot 
'\12"&01'7 . h. olll1.med, ..... p&rro~~. upon .. t"re::;:c 

throU;h the .to:tach 'Wl~' .. he&'f)'" 'ball . ODIi'M"1nG t.hAt h. mu.at .010 quickly 

. .. - -, ..... - ah •• · p and prooeeded. to aub.titute tho e 
to ....... t he t».D., Dr. ,.acy_ordered .. . . 

ldi The .to- oont,l:1uD. that the , 
.heept, .tomaoh tor t hat of t he 80 Dr . .~ 

operation .. o.a .. oo=plete auecen saTe that the patient ant.~lned an Dver

...-helJdng .. p~lte for gra,as and other Ue.en f'ora,e for the r~6t or hi. dayw . 

Fa.t p'aduate 1;n medlo1ne ..... to looate in poe_hontu .... Dr. c~.o;ge B. 

l&ofi. t t who came to Huntersville in 1843. Dr . Matt Wallace b.g;an practioe 
~ ... .. ,Y. • r • 

at }flll Point. in 18&8. Dr . John Ligon aettled .10 ~lover Lick, end Dr , S. P • 
• 

Patte!'.Ol1 arrived in Hunter-sTil le at the oloe. ot the War between the Statell . .. . ~ ... 
~o .urvive in the eul y de.y. of t he county meant that. eTery meebe!" or . . 

th" t&.e.11y C\lat. 'Work bud, Qsy. upon end without relt, at the nUlLElroua tuka 
• fl ~ 

tbout tlle fal"1n. Toohnioal lki,l.l and soientifio method •• ere not in the 
~ 'J!f', :, _ ~ 

TOC-.'bu~ Phf-~oal Itr,en=.=g=th~.----=;._di&r~~~d fot" ~ d.~!o.ond'ort •• _a.n.1 ~ - --- _ ... 
_tile brl.1n dnad by expor1~. ~.,re the Q~trlb~tes o.~ the a~ooeasf'ul. plo-

~er . n •• weal: db4 , for thcre"'Wna little ~putpo.r1n!: to '.pr~lOll;. ~:~~ --;';;e::) 
:be 1cr,ort..no. plaoed. on phyeloal excellence 18' rerl~t~d. in th :~ :- : . 

of e proQ..L.UtL"1.o , 

or luch ),lXUlI .on ... LewU Coll1n.a , Andrew Ecbuiaton , and 'Ihomo..a -Johnaon. 

n •• ~ • .,.. t.ll ' heroe. or their day not beaause 
of brilliant nchiSTemonta 

1~ • . .1t1bOt or 1lI"\. 'bu\. becau.e they 
oould hit harder •• hoot atl-al~hter. 

Of' oV'ry • l .. der ."cht: than th ._ 
• .u- nel,.hborl . f" -" ... ,u.r.u.I",on cherilhed. M, ... _ 

\10... b lb.\.. t 
• *l John.on cha)lnnr.ed hh title • 

.. l( M\ ,. a •• ohaJapion t'l&htor 
I\. \&:;\1 ) h t .. d -.tkt'td lIS Ill) 

• to Joh.~on " ho"'4l , mookM 

} 

, , 
• ., .... t,. 



Po.r;. J 

.1tte.t tb5J phToloal at.ml ca 

fbrour,h tbe worn 10.. at eurrlval ot the J-

_.04,4 to the __ .... 4 ohildren a ••• u. Childron""" oo.,.\doro
d 

th. 

'Lord'. "O'In,' fhou!;h thoro I" no doubt, oo""ldorabl. truth In th. bel lot 

t.~.t lart- ram.ll1e .... re we.nted to do the tll"Jll wrork, it 1" aore probable 

that thl. rat-ii.tio &Oooptanoe ie l&rgely reBpo~ibl. tor the unbe11eyable 

al ... of ~ t~1l1 •• of ttl. £lull n1netoenth century. for nery .. oraan who 

l1TM to the advanoed I, •• acolB.~d by hi,tar1ans. there . 'ere dotelU ot 

Pu.1l1 .. of lou than tive or siX ohildren were con.1dered quite mall . - . 
Cl..a.rt: Cloud. ~ the father of 21 children, and !'1motl'q' L:cCarty tra1led 

• record w1.t.h 20 . taoh or t.heee rr.on was married twice. Lar,."t feIJily 

ef ace oouple on record ... 5 thnt ot Clerk and Phebe Uan.n. ot lndinn iJ'ra.:ft who

~ 17 c}>ildrC, 16 ot whaz:!. lived to adulthood. 'f.illiam IUld :io.noy iiilscn 

£acl.~". the parent. of nine daur;htera and ceTen so.nal Sanwl -and Jum 

ohildren at whom tive lived to edulthood. 

P'1 "rt....n. f tyt.ut.ery and oountleaa 

-. , , .. Ir"<' <I 

• 
• I t , 11 • ot. tI, 

, .. • 1 •• .. \ .. , • 
• ' ., I ' . ' " 

other d1~ea ••• took thel~ toll, grtan -

r 1 

... 
• L, 

., 

)' 1I:.y .... 

(. )\1141' .Q lMl'!4.d to r- t 

" C,., t k. (' k~l rlro ue ":l; .<la.)' 

J.I , .. 14 , .. ''''' . •• b~;lt 

•• , • I .. 1· er 



still ~&looP in the 

rrO!:l a ~. or 1'1e.13t 
ohUdr.n to .atotJo O!lly to disooVer that Lo.wrCl'lC O .... 

burll1l1,; hou.ao. He d.uheel back end rotrhve4 the! b&bJ 

.. hion lert botb of th_ coarrod. tor tho rest of t hoir liTea. 

Prior to the U ... of the Vi.,. bet-:: •• n the stahS tho ohildren had 

HU1. eduoatl.oa othor than tho small amount whioh the)' reo.
iT

•
d 

et bo,"'" 

.uo:>t: a ,oodly portion or tho people thore "". a distrust of too ",uoh rormo.l 

odl:.o at.iOl2i. t'h050 .ho sat about a nd read rather t han buay1ng themael
vua 

wit.h .gee 1:S.nUAl t ... k were rlr;htly oonsiderod out of s tep ..nth t he ere. .. 'rhe . . 
t1rat leboola .ere Iu.pported by t~ IlOl"O at::.b1t1oull and well-to-do f e.tt:ilie • • 

SOhool Y'8.. }telA in one of tho homol or in un Ilbnndonod oabin or shed . The 

~Clher boarded nround a lr.OD, the lobolllJ"lI, recelv1n& little renune.rs.tion in 

~! Hot!. to t heir t" OO1l1 nnd board. 1'he eduoe.tion ot the tee,ohe:r lfB.8 freq\!e tlt 

~ o! U •• j st inf'o=l ""turs. UAny -.ere poroo" • .mo ohop1y b.d a e •••• to 

• llb:-aJ:7.J.Dd read. Imtl1 they 1'elt 'tout t hev hat. ltlu; tcred t · ., l ; O eleJ\ont.a.r"y .. _ 

.on of Col . John 

O'III'lUtr or the larg.st library in the Tieinity-. 

• t.,. oO::1t.nta ot the hundr04 or 

hr tt tl ... 

• 

II. 

I 

. . ., , ... 
• ,1, at . .... 

·r. • 

I . 

th .... 

lQOro volwnetl Oil the tr~e. R'., r.11-

fo rth to boooe. one or the moat popu-

ra Dou.ti tuted the 

t.h~ ht o1.rou1t rider. l:~ou.r.ht 

or Jel'" O\.U1C # dated. 1n 1 'S , 

l1~r ,..h, ur lh. I rJ ~ . 

.\ :'rrt. 'TO 1. \l.: • of' narlt·. C Q ~ Ilfttarv 
• • 



al.O l.t . a~d ~d . vol • • or ~D.lay'6 Ser=ona • 
• _ ~ Tol"---, S1..mlo:l' Ploa. for Eel1,lon, e.D:d 

P'letGher'a 
T.oodll Dictio.."\AJ"y ~ ........ .........- .'1: 

Fact 
..... 4 CO:1DO!l 5en'.' 'To '1J1l d,a.ughter Sarc.h ,A.n:l TOu:lr; . 

Arrea1 to ~ctteT or ~ 

Cl
-:rk' & Co~~. ~ .... ~ .. __ • ':0 1!IV dAu.ghter llaTth.e. J..dk1&CItl. the (.:th . 

2.~d . volu.~.c O!.. , .. ...... -01 -
, 

To 'Cf'J 60~ ~drmr Yount . the r emnining part or 
• ~ ." .. 

&.11 or ~. printed books ei-thor !lm'l' in riry possessiOn or loaned out to ny 
to ... : 

naitt.bora . " 
• t - c. 

T"illiar. R. )"oore appears to hew been .. scbole.r or hie day. A b ill 
• 

tI gey to 'P.ay' a l.r 1 tim:etlc" . . 

, 

Guests of t"'e Cible, t'ediclll Chdstry, Speller atu! Dcfl:i.t".r , Do.vi es $UTTCY-

iJ::C , ntc;~b Geol%"&phy , Fhill osa.phy and H1&tory. 'f.alkoTe DlctioUary, Trc.del5-

1-

1h 

.: 
pll1:lphlets-. " 

.. 'oN 1.nportM.nt than rai'Pnl education W8JI practical ·e.xp~ienc8 ' i n r~ 

Y1nn .... lo ial stntul .,.. r ll·tl • • .. .. .. o .. e c ontl e quonce . "'Esta~ 

t cf • new ho~o ouat little but 1-'·or &U n..~d hsrCJ.hood in the face or 

•• r' ~ \,. . trll~ ta in .. M.cb the p!ooeal" youth lutd been -Dondi tioned e:i:lOCl 

\ . 
• 

i """"" t • .,.. or ..... d-tine "1tD.. t. ho al .. --' r 
.. ua.l Dr a l'Iholotlcl. turnout of 

"11'_ ""10"'<1" ott . :'h t.r o . ur,1:l 1nr. t r ontSer.r.o ......... d t h ....... _. dr fAMilies 

Jol4 I \ . 
\ 

-,lU , t. o \ tt "Wl\y t'T lJQ t hdr .... .. 1-· 1 ~ .. ..... Uuor 

.. S he. I ~ . 1 ... 1 I .0 , 

.... ",.~ r 'r . • .' ~ 
• n .. . r. \ 11t1. h l , 

ro 11\. & 

" "rid bll. 

• 
.!\il • 

.. .1 "'~I •• ........ , ••• ott. 1 ~"l • 



roe&}.ontn• County 

C). .. p' •• r 6 

70;.10 

, 

.. , 
"1.I"-ck Be-t.v- .wa.1ted 

lady l:n""" ~..... - , 

t he rider •• t the end or the trail . 
Boordo

d 
11.,._ .ad fine 11""OY drlceO. &ad &hirt. were tho ord .... ot 

tho doy. In tIlo .,.onin& yo=g OJld old j o!.nod in the jiG' OJld ,.quare .don
e 

. .. 

'Tho l ocal fiddl or. au.t'ed off "fhe Forked D •• r , " "Xub Bo.t : "The Lo.t Girl'. ~ . ~ ~ 

'sourwood :/Ountdn ," 'W .. hington' l Eareb: 'Cluck Old n..:.: 'Turkey !" ,t". 
str .... . r.d 00 men)' 01' ~. other old tune. that cvo" t he most tirel ••• ot ~.:.(;.~~ 

the young blood. would tinnIl y at.czar froll the floor in .. bedrag&l ed . tate 

were ocho1nt f row the ~oon-c • 

~Swcet ~11oe. Ben llol~· 
l i t hUle1c1es: 

and. .O\~ Dan Tuokcr* lOainte.ined l ont- run popule.rit)r tocord~ . , 

!he aett1n.l; up in houset:oepiot of t h. new c ouple -:&.s likewiEe e. COIll

==n1ty affair . The groom:sJloithboro joined hil4 in builcin& e._.?E.bin ~d 

"ba.rna!!!:. more OOmrc:il.te.~d ~~b6tantie.l t~ ~tho f1!st settlers had been __ ~ _,.o,.t. 

~bl. to pieoe tot_thar throutb Montha ot unaidod , ~~ck~brcak~ ctr~ggl • • . ' . . ... 

lih 0':111 obligAtion .... a;l"~ of '11ke &ervl~e ~up~. call. I n lik e ~er 

t:lw DQW t~. huak1D, bee. quilt"...... t· . • ~ par ~ ..... and harvest ar.aies &;rn . 0 0111-

• ~~r with social cratification o£ ~lD1n, t~ •• ft iciency of ooordinBt d 1 ~. 

u ono~ mount.tna . peopl. sc:att.red bllOllr tho 1 , .. 

w . t.n PooAhont •• rf"JlIOl.1nod G. 
a!\'.,. to'. 1 oonstant f icht AGa.ins t the wildo..-no.n 

o~.o-kn1t o~t1oa ~.o _. 
tr 1i..- r • • 1. 

r ; ca..ion yt: en o Tn 

't#o D • • t . jnt r .t.tl d uron it . Lack o.r do-

).rt \ b r 11"10 '.or .. dyanood t.l.an tb. IndllUl 



!'ooahonta& CO".L.'"'l.i;J 

Cl.o.rter 6 

in hi •• ethod.. Flelc1& were olea.r~ by cuttin& out t he treo:! and brush 117 

ho.nd. .A.rter tho doa.d bru.h and "11"0015. had bem dratled into he~p. a!1d the 

aurround1.n& aroa n.ked clean, a log burning lrould be e.nnounood. '!'he burn

ing wu u.a:u .. lly done e. t nlt;ht f1.f'ter t he evening bree~. he.d died dcnm . 'l'he 
• 

bllnt e1h1bltlone, or, it the crowd co~vened early enQugh to b~V8 suffieient 
. . . .. 

11[ht. o=e of the oountlol s shootinG motohol. 
I ':. • r 'Tf' I 

.k\: last the oen WQuid light their toroh08 and dart a mont tIle bru.h 

;tUe. , •• :td.i~ ora:l&e fl.~ dert~ tl-.roUGh the h eap •• ~ile t he I!!ooty 

a!1~ t:c::-1p1ricr; 1::<0. ~a1'"dod again5t flyinr; e:nbers t he!.r familiel! continued 

t!';.. r .. tlrltiea b-J t he 11£;ht of the crackling: fires . There wcre a1Ttn:T!. e. 

r ..... itona "bo fOr::!.od a gi.glull' Rudieno. for th . o 0 e capor~G , younGer fire -
r , 

J.t nob sathorwc' th!.!oung f'olk tradf'd seoret glanoes , exhibited 

.k.1.l1 a:1d prawcu in a-vory, ~:.v unoonScl~u. .. -:-.~ ~nnor . and held hends 

,.: . 

• t b-. plana which would 'soon ooce.s i on oth"~ 4 ... " ·'·w f.' _ gatherinG8 arrord1n~ 
, • Q 

",~.rt""lU •• tar othu YOWl" oouples to u CO:lt1nuo the ~JOlo . 

on" the t~r1. 1 • ana wae 018.1'"od hi ~ 8 0 ", .. uggle was only Cul -

• ".0\11\:1 wH;1\ • pl 1 O'Q lere or flrahnrdetlll9d wood Wk' It backb:-eakinc 
, 1. .. tt..r u •• of l.h o .tool Ghovol r low beonme ccn~r.l the task 

111 j t \ • rooq . rl p-olor.tod f1elds int o ua.bl. r~~ 

• • l \1 .• 

•. • r c 

• I. . 'h' . .. '.t,lr p .. ,.. t • • 

• • 1\ Ta ~u\ t ho 
• • 



c ... hl.m tho appear""o. of a no.,. _.i~hted old <l'6!1 ... r
chinL 

the Gnund fOT • 

10.' ooin. Jeremiah Friel . eon of Deniol o'l'r\.ol .. hO come fTOn ITel

ond 

in 

1-40 ..... ono of tho ohanp10n re.poro of ;thol.,...r 1'ooah
ont 

•• Teg\.o,,, 

\.i.e .o,.. •• t 8C • • 
on 

appro.ohed he a nd hiB fOUT aO"S ... re al"~l" ... .,00{; the 

early aTri'.lo at Squire Robort Goy'., "ho •• "heat .... ~a~ally fiTnt to ripen. 

I'h"" all had arrhed tho .,hole party .. ould raoe, "hooP1nG and oiol;iog, into 
. . 

t t e !;el d.. A doo"" _Mule. ton .tood on end end oovered by the rOcAini"l: 
~ ' . 

. , 
t-<o. ""de a ohoaf. ;fe rob. could lee.ve the ~ • • t .h .... ve. , in ~\.. wake wa.a a 

oaD to be honored ~~ respected. 
f r "'" Goy'. t he harv • • t o" , ,,,,,ld pr'j;Te88 up the river, ol.sriDb eaoh 

.~ .a t hey went. until J~ae6 Brid~er ' 8 was r e .ched . F 
u ~op t here they oon-

. ~ Josiah ~rownln and 
t1:ued t o t he farL'16 or li illiatl nnd J ohn Sha~. t hen t • 

co:. un~1l; they finished Robert ~oore '15 tielu."i r:.~ Ec!.ra. • - .. ~,; ! - . 
?",-8 eve~ing . ~t :r~~ I ~ ~he hervest.er. 

_ Q e eu grain into ~ CT. Vt'erta.Un by (!Venin:; before they could !""ot 0.11 th t 

ouee. eavinl; the ~ema.1nin~ wheat t o .tN..,.. . ?ho er l3W adjouroud t o the h 1 

""to \oy 1n the lfI':Jrninr; . Junt £lfI the tce!l l": oX'e t"ctirini;I ~e8.ry and f'ull 

.':prer I l r iol wn~ a.lll:"1O'Iod to Geo the o~o1J.c f'lash1nc of a 

• 

• • • • the 

,. fl. 

':). rh. • • 
• r « \. • 



J'oea,l..ox:.t.t;..I. c.0"'.::;t1 

Gl"..e.I>1..(Ir' fi 

day'. production. M tho 01<. of tho arop ..... inore"'
od 

tho thre

ah

1n£ ..... . 

do"" by fre.hly .hod hor.... Th. grain ..... opreod on " heaVY plntr

O

"", ... 4 

• _11 boy mountea on one hor.e would 100d ... othor tralBPinS; out tho "bont. 

!D this """"er .t>ro or thre. te""" could thresb 4-0 to 60 bushel. l\ d&,. The 

whoat""" then to.sea into the .ir rlth a .hov.l • ."d the liGhter oh,,££ 

"ould bl'" .. -..y. Th. ro:r.nindor .... then .hake. through a eour.· .. ivol the 

to tho ..nnn""in~ ehoet whicb ...... to •• ed b7 two "en whn. " third ,hook the 

~.l.n into tho sheet. The ,,~u1C,rlnG .heet continued in use unt11 the d ... elap-

"""t of tho wh ... t ron. In l8S9 r.llU .... Gib,on of Huntersville introdu
o

ed tho 

f ir" crude -:hresh1r.g r.achino lalmro as II. IICbaff pilar. It 'rhla ntloh1ne. 

op6rate.d by .JOSIO T:hitmel" anI! Jchn Galford, was to t..'la pocnhonte.s ren1donta . 

o:ut of -the first wonders ot the world. 
Powered 'by tour horses its threshing 

crJlWel" could 'lSp1!l out TQO!!.Jt.grain than a herd of hors.s could 
h8.ve~-

out by tJiij old l:l8thod • . -".... c-I':t .. , .; 

ure n ~h. ahort soasons had The 1n&b1l1ty ot (lorn "to .... t 1 
become a d1. -

~y a orop produoed lit.tle but fodder. John J ohnSOI1 .. . 

• ~1~ • .r of ~ •• t uar11ntonwho •• cabin rid,. site, .tood jU6t below t ho b 

• Q ,-A ure4 i n Nichol ... County t~Td that COT a t..' t 

" \ \ 7 to .. 1 

or t'.a!ly the. t 

JI.ar t.ho -point of C\ollap.o h. 

hh .tory \.0 t.h • WOJM.n who 

• 



Chapter iii 

admi tt.d h1Jn . ~he .... upon tho TOrgo of •• ,..-iDg hia a heartY "'0&1 ,.nen hor 

hu.bond entored and RTorted her ",1.takon ,.noro.ity. Bo red the .tarTed 

John.on 00 .... 11 q_tltlo. of "",.h and mllt unt1l tho W&lldoror bOC ... • .ur-

ncloot1y roOonrod to r.taiD ",ore oo11d rood.. After .eToral do1' or con

...a\e&:cenoe Johnaon ...... ble 'to continuo hi. journey • . 'lb_ seed whioh h. 

" 
brou&ht .ith him produoed one or ~l1ntonl. fir&t crop •• 

UO&t of the corn _as eaten in the form of jonney (journey) o~ke3 end 

hominy. Bofore t.he 8ste,bU.hoant of the "Water pow;ered mill. c..o. t of 'the 

oorn wa ' Ground in hominy blooks whioh were nothln, more tba~ large mortar. 

:&lode frt)!t a lioctioD of tree trunk standing about ".1st high. Tho ccr!l ,,(\.s 

pl~o~4 in t ho burned- out bollow of tho block And oru~he~ with a hcnvy plun&er . 

the rin~r ~e&l .as aeperated and used in bLklnt ~he -cakes 
• • 

the ' oourser grains 

either .. e ,...a pounded 1!.b&lD~.ed as "it VI .. ' !f:)r hominy . ... ·· t) 1;;1 ..... "".~ .... :.,... 

f'" Ead.- \he early reddent..,ot the oounty relied solely upons.&rlculture 

.I,.U tl .I. ew \!K)nt'he . .. TIunt inc:' ~d tor hia livelihood he youlcr=nave atlU'Ted rlth'- '· '" , 

trappin, beot.rl' fl' much. part ot the farme-r' ,,' 'routilie 118"'as ~he tendinz of' 

hi' field, . A .ide .pread practioe was that of getting up .~TerB.l 'hours b8-

.. '" WI rifle. tGre d.t.-.o ~DCl £oi:o,. into the ",,0011. ~ ••• The hunter was able to 

.~-r1 ... deer and ether game whUa it "' .. , st1l1 bedded down or just beginnin& 

to t4l"c. W4tr1 ~\ or. line ablo to bac. tromendoul nmount. of bace without 

\-,in, a-..y fTv.. t-.o:o-.. 

fro. hi' fara -..ork . 

oYflrn~&ht or 1 0&10. {,o many of the pr i 00 ou~ d&ylitht hour. 

or nlot"e extondod huntlnr:; ux

tripe tho hunt~r • • oldo~ axpootod to aee 

had Oou.t omed t hdr Ilftnaes 



to tl:. woodo tbot .ere able -to .talk aod 1<111 Some with ouch .1<111 thet thot 

lOon hac! as ..uoh •• they c ould carry b~· 
',hoe Jobo & rl .. bou~ht the property knowo as the 'Brook p lao

e
,' he 

pold for It 10 venioon at the rate of o.e helt dolla. pe •• a~dle or petr o 
Ria . . 

lie .. U""ted tbet he had killed 1.500 d •• r duriog hi. huotin!; c.,.ecr. 

QO" fruitful hunting doy wo. one In .hleh be killed six deer cnd ,wo
unded 

the 

ae'YO!!tb . The trade in meat o.nd turs .... 66 a l molS t the only ."It9:'J that tarmer5 

al~' the Greenbrier could obt&1n the Goode whi oh they could not produce ,on 

t~.~r ~ land. Tho tr&der8 .t Hunternvl11e and Sta~~ton enjoyod a tremeo-

lo~. b~.too68 in which hardly any cRsh was ~yer .een. Cured meat ODd furs 

h<N,ht dr ••• goode , hardware . kitohen utensils. l end , gun powder, and count-

1 ••• ather oo~od1ti.S whioh cou1d no~ easily be ~Ur&cturod alo~g the frontier . 

1he b.~ ~ineong 11kGW~rOY.~ a boon to _tho68 ~ho lon&ed for SOQa_ . ----~-

frontier life much mOTe oomforta~lo .. ' - ._ - ! • 

fo ,... .. 0 0 111 &0 oents 'to 60 centa e. pound. 'When • :;-.::1;-'" rth rr dried. It gr"" in 

r o ounty . Numerous OOG""""*!.\". ?Totu.1on throughout e. l arge "'ort10!l 01' t ho 

•• "7 

• 1 h t • • 11 

., It.av n ~or«. or Chea t .... hloh 

.",1 ,1,h .. ·ar •. • vt" .... O' th. :l l.ft" •• • 

• or 

• , . •• \ 1 .. ftI •• \ 

" • • • rl. \ . 

•• • • • 1 

&.N&l l fortu:le 

bOlldntere or 

s d1aoovorod by a Uu1~ 

Th. noph... ot oue -,. ... l.. Q4 "."e •• 

T ih .... a a t ro. •• 

r an old, l .... ed 

,)"nd .. ry 110. And 
, 
, 1 t , o. II '1Il& t)"a \. " '1 fO\loftd _lon, tot •• ..-...y and 



Chapt~r 6 

can.tot a. tho trail. .t tho end of • ~oek tLoy c.~ upon tho plaae onl, to 

41, . . .. r th.t ."",eon' had pr •• eded tl.em by only a r ... daya . U""e
ver 

thair 

trir ••• not .t .11 unprofitable ,in.o tho ,eng tbey hod oollocted a10~ the 

rou~e brou&bt .pp~oxireatelY t200 at the pric68 t hen eurrent. 

Gin.o.g hod .1r •• dy w •• tho ro.pect of t.e ~orkcOn family 10n& bafore 

Eol .nd ,!im "..e thoir trip to the f.bled patch. Their f.ther. A. J. V:or]onC.n. 

bout
bt 

a t.rm of 175 t.orea on Rook P.un and paid for it by hunting S1n5
en

g 

,..Hch W1I.5 then aelling at 75" 8. pound. 110 r,e,. typical of tIle early ferDel'a 

y!io Uta Gupplett.ented tho production of thft~r i'aro:!.B by capitEl.liLinC; on the 

natu.al resourcel to b. found in the woods. Fro~ ginsenG _ Golden eeal. and 

•• ~. ~naie root he doriyed a o~b inoomo. Fura of oink and ~eccoons ~ere 

tr.~ed for aEl.l t, aUG&r, coftee end similar oottmod1ties. ~he first white 

.\opt" acr.u!rod in one (;\1Oh cxchan&C proved .. lI\S.rvelous noveltY' to- the V:ora.ao 

c:t.11dror., .r,O J:ad navor known D.!ly but tile b~""""" vn~ product which was boiied f rom 

• 

• 
• 

• 

J. nlM!' 10tlJ"0. Dr reTenue for the r ....... ¥ .. !' fir when nrrnor-hl.t." ter o.p(!iled -'+or +l.e •. 

.. tlr 

... • er 

• .' • • .. • • 

Sheep herder. dilaovor od that the oounty' • 

Flock&" were 

ired. 0 

~ •• now & dl,tlnot liability. 

1 a.are e.u4 wo1vC'J •• r.~oh lurlct!d in the UDout tUtber 

.. hI',. Tart r h o t. ptltur .. v. in th l. 0 uounty • 

..,. .. 1'14 ,1 b.OO .. t,. Ii tnr ""olv •• "' \1". tLnuQunoad b~t l\dJt.or J. li e 

... • 1\ I 0" /'Utu .. i • r. t l lh,U • r 

f • •• haTe boan klllod in 

• • , .... . , ~\ e. rl ...... ""0 to P honOr tho • l flar 'll'lth 
• • .... • ,. H . , . • Colllr •• Jr T~ r '"""I :r tit 



Chapt.er Ii 

.1th two bear. eaoh. 

f<'&.TC were u.ua.lly oaught either by huntin, with 401:0 or ~1 the \l~. ot 

hoary .teel trfl.p' or 1oC; 80ares. The few .oly.' kiUea in pooe.hontUi .ere 

kil cd by po1eoned 'ba1t or were tre.pped in p7'"&Jn14-Bhaped pen. . The •• ingen

ious traps wert baited with old or crippled eheep a~d left open at the top. 

The T<olf o~eld .ora~bl. up the io011o.60 wall. and l.~p upon the ~ll-fated ~ 
~it. 'b~t when he ~. ready to leave he would disoover that the openlC£ WQ~ 

.' . . 
too hi &b for him to reach .• \ c , .... -'. 

" .. ny thr1l11nt tales N." grawn out of the 5tru.r;r;les w1.th .beep k11ling 

bear.! . r(I'Werfvl Fr •. !lI::h J.,;cCoy wrestled .. IIlven toot beo:fi.T throuGh ti,e laurel 

tt~o ket& .~d .tone rubble of £laoK, Yountkin for .eTc ... l eternally lonr; 

lE!!...c.\!tcs t .. rore hh hWltint 'partner .. the ReTerend Asa Shinn l~~eill, could. 

.,rely br1c, hil pm to potnt on the tumbling mO:lster ... : Lame P ... &n,d 01el . 

Lell ~~. ltrte.t outlaw. killed in Poo~bonta8 . terrori£ed .tookmen tor year. 

twof c .!r.te ~tU'. t1ne.lly brou,;ht them to' b .. y. ; 

~.L U·c t'~ .l .... "'f'f: of tlle frontier rol;'cd on to the Wae:t the oheraot~ 

01 foo.hont_r 11fe chan~.d tr~ndou81'r. Th d ., e cl!lt1tute p10.0.ee:r6 who he.d _ 

.• 1; Ihoa t or the priT11er;o of sorapin" out D the lIereat exi&tenoe in 

,. , . 1 "4 ~.ro DOW .ottle6, ~dGrntalv ., pr~eperou8 r.r~a . Rellftvod of the 

• .. ~ \. of . i n_ 10n thfl), t.urned to th • probl"", of crnt1I'y1a,; th 1r 

• ,r/W ,., I",I 
111 hirQd the Ie~oon 

ittl. l.<>Y 10 . 
• • 



Chapter 6 

P.,. 18 

.btl ho •• and pitoh ford and well-tempered 8.XOI. William J,taya ....... kevt 

bu.y to h1 •• m1th7 at »111 Po1nt. Nathan Bur& •••• ~.cith of t he Littl. 

Levels, produoed ou.t~_de riflo., and hie brother, John. a .kill
ed 

carpen

t r, tOU!ld now prosperity in b1a trade as people called upon h1Ja to build 

n_ bouael Md barnll .. biob • r_ yCBr8 before would. ban bee::l rai.ed by 

Vlohael.Dau~herty. Peter ti~htner, Daniel Kerr, and a Goore of othere 

l:u11t their .... ter powered mill_ a.lon& t he Pocahontas stream. , and the ·demand 

tor ,..ll-'b"ound Ifteal and riour kept theu- burrs turninr; and docn::ted the hand 

nll1 .. "u1 hominy block to a fast-rocedi."lg past . Saws a:1d pcwder nill. ":Jere 

added to CCly of theee establ1ahrtents, and laborious ly )10W'Il ti!:!bors gnva...e.y 

to .a: ... .d l ur:."be r while poWder became more easily o.vc11able.. "iiillltmi Clvey 

of /tr.z:.Ulony (.roek d8'Veloped ona of several ' tan yeat'6 which Gave the ?oce.honte.s 

e ~ a or~ n sO oeon~e ~emous h.r.~T. tood lolltLtllcr tor ehoel! and httrneto8. Th "hr d 1 "L •• • 

r~ t •• 1r le.ther. 

• 

:..oo~o-1c;. o ondit1o!la 1n tho OOUl1~· i ed • ,,~ nrrov ~reJileneous l"· a. 1 d ., an cr.;ners 

Cattle , cheep and 

• ." r:t ""' .... \ .1 'I 11 Y carr1 -tho fane (lr hit' (\t~\;nt::; t o aurrountl1.c.& 

1Ctd!., 1,10 },O • • ~ . . ..... 
'U\S ' <-"II'!'\ l.ittle 

•• • '\ ~t. ur \ho ... • • tI I .. t1 '" II .. 11 , ttl •• \.0 h • 
• • 

r...\o .. ,. '1'1 • ....~I, .. • 0"". ... 111 u c 



?oca.hoct&-IJ count)" 

• 

,oee.. in tIlo boo=1n& reta1l trade .. hioh developod prior to the "..r boweeD 

the St~te,. The &trin~1 ot pao~ hOr&e5 brouGht ~e latest boode and roturned 

't~ :'~unton with the :tl8et. hides, and other produOt&. of the IlO'''' liootion • 
Uu-

• '::10 !:.o meot tho bTOlfio& trnde thoy Gave 'lIrIQ' crudbin.r;.ly to the VI'~gon trains 

,l3ch n~~6ed the now roads. Travelera ' Reposo. in tho ~orthern part of the 

C","=-':y beenr.e a fDJil;oUII stopping, point tor oast-waat travel .. 

:the wUboo tre.ina i!cTeloped a s;,ciaty a.ll thair or.n.. TouGh. dry men, . 

'the c!rhu. thrivod on the hard tr1p. through trud .... ,d rain and burninG rum. 

:.r 0:'18 OO!;&8d d.:rwm, tho noxt to oomo al ong 'Worked and Sl',-oated and droTe bis 

~~ t o tto: r u~~st en~uranco to help the stracded frci&ht er . The r 5bal d 

",!-,;oOp~, curdng e.nd :sing ing with whioh they ~roko the monotony of the trips 

aea.:o:t&l1z.et. t ho quiet folk clang t he rOl1d. Hundr e ds of mell suoh (lS Fred 

t.ard. JOlo..g Gny , Paul Sharp and hh sons Edgar and ElUs, 1$111, ~Dl!l fl.l'lU Pa.:;e 

A.,.. . u,ylor !loor", . Lloyc Reod. t he DillEy:; - Andr~,rn J ol '- • , ........ ..mas and Willie, 

!.Ia ..... ~ o .. re . ....ac Irrl.nc, J ohn Clu-1.::.s:)n, John Grir.OlS nnd Srun Fr6ome..n piloted 

U .. l ':"OfI.-! - I;!.rC-d . hl&l. - bC'\1'o d i'r c i "'htcrs I i h u 'it: 0 'Wore the hee.rt of ~ h " .. OC6.. on ... &S I 

Not until tho i.-wcntieth century brOU Ght 

~ .. r .. ~ lrc. .. d. to tl,. oountY'1 door did f r . h" 
Ole ~ or8 give ~~y to t ho r ush o£ 

•• 

.. .,. r\ er \ 

, _ 1,... 

thAt ft~t ~ in tho 

The :It . I .rllTl'l'·' ('I r Vt'n t\nd J'a..uu.!ftotur _ 
1) 10 • r..( t, (I. ar I!' 

.. WI ... "1 , no , but ~,Q t-!oh (01". t. • • 
. ' . 10 

• r ,14 l 
"C 1 ()Qo 

-lta)t 
lt~ So) ~~ \ , ~Q 

toad . \"1.11 U" .. 

lh 

t~ • • 
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and other natu..-al resow-co •• 

Rioh thoubb it .... ill suoh natural Tosourou tho count's entered. the .; 

Cer •• l . 
&raine. tardaa truok, live .took and t he traditional foroat productD r~ined 

; -.. - .. ~ 

the priu oo.ooero. ot the oUhon •• " The creakinG; water ",.1118 oonti.ttuod to 
. • l • 

,,~d. and t he hUlky. hill-bred horaoa withstood the challenge ot the new
l . . .. .. .. -... . 

bor •• l ••• carria&es . 1910 sav the induatrlal T.vol~tion berely touching tho 
'. or... ,~ _ • "" 

unhurried l i re of Pocabontn •• 

~ '. 

• --
-. 

• 

.. 
• • 

.' ...... ~.,: 

• • 

...... ~. t- r. M.··· 

'.!." i. • .:: '. 

• 

• ; J. • • 

, 

~ .,' ... 

• 

,'. f • • 

• 

• • • 
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IO!.:AS j,lc1illILL THE PIOlIEER= -:£T!~~~=== 

) ~ 

hi on S\"lago trace their ancestry The I1cHeill relations P 

carne to Sr/ago from Capon Valley, Fredto Thol)1as I.:icl~eil1, who 

ty betneen 1768 and 1770 . eriel: Coun J 
His ancestors whose 

recalled carne from Scotland. naIJe 5 can not be Thomas 1; 0-

1;ei11 , 5 wife rlas J,jary I~eson from Franklip County , Vireinia . 

About 1770, Thomas J.:c l:Jeill entered three hundred acres 

of land ~d 5 ettled where Joseph Permell lived and built the 

'd fe'," yenrs 5" nee by the fa.t1.il;~l of the late house occuple a 

\7111iao I.:ci:eill, one of bis grandsons . 

Hi s family of sons and daucllters were widely scattered 

in the course of years but nherever they went) b ecame useful 

citf.-zens . His sons were Jonathan, Absoleo , EnOCh and Gabriel 

nnd tbe dauchters Haotli and ~ary. Haomi became ~s . Smith 

c.nd i.:a.r:, r.IDrr1ed "filIiat'! Ening and both nent to Ohio . Gabriel 

l:Arl"1c:d ~ebecca Gtep~1enson and sett led Where J onathan .i"c1~eill 

11~'ed , 1;' en r.:ovcd to Jackson County , OhiO, where h e became a 

... 11 ot,n c1t1::cn . 
Prom 1~onnC!t1on itU"llished by one of' 

) 1. c;rnM-lJcurhtoro , ho \','0:;' t ho f1r~t surveyor of' his adopted 

ooun f nnd c r,f' of tho Moot J'lror:1inont of t.ho ,pionoers . 

81010" porro c 
r '" J nnd r.o t. Ii q\ltto): in tU\\,one, :3 vs n r o G n C lllt', I' l" , \';110 hnd bo n On " viSit to ,.. a 0111 hc<I 11 ,·o,} . 

• 1 
, nnd sottle on rdlAt • • 



homestead but finally moved to Jac1~son County J OhiO . 

Absolom marrirui Confort Smith and went west . 

Jonathan Senior , son of the pioneer Thomas I.1cl!eill, 

married Phoebe Moore I a daughter of l~oses l':oore ) al'ld settled 

at the SY/ago mill ormed by the i..lcClintic I S . lie "las an enter

prisinG person j milling ) weaving I fullinc cloth and par/der 
Coverlets 

making Vlere carried on under his supervision . 

woven by one Jones) are still to be f ound . 

!'Jrs . Phoebe I:cI~eill survived her husband many years . heen 

- 2-

She ",as bo:rn February 15 , 1774 and claims to h ave/13 ;years of 

age at the time of the Drennan raid, when Jame s Baker anel 

the Bridger boys Ylere }:illed . 

The sons of Phoebe and Jonathan I.lcUeill y.;rere John , 

William, 1,:oore and Preston. Preston, Y-Ihile a 1i ttle boy 

three or four years of' age j YTaS drormed near the mouth of 

Dry Creelc aTld his body "laS f01.IDd some distance below near 

the fordins · 

John 1,:cHeill married Reb ecca Hc];el'll f rom Franl:1in 

County , Vircinia , and 5 ttl d e e on Dry Creek at the place occu-

pied by his gr and-son Charles l1cHeil '_ . '1 l-.e \"las prominent in 

hiD Church , --the I.!ethodist Episcopal , a b mem er of the court 

competent und faithful 5011001 teacher ond possessed 

\-.:ntlflledeo ot rlod1cul romodie :::; o.ml o.t .. t ) a me nhen 1 i 
no 1'I(;oror thn:n ::"'rnnl:f d P ~·s CirulS \':ere 

or I in Groonbrier CO\U1","",r or 
a nnell , V 1rr1 n1 n. hi "'') t he \"'lU"ln 

, 0 uorv1coo 1'1' 01y i 
oc=tort ""~ rol1 ! . C v n wore o:f Great 

to Lhe u,u:rarinr: b for r culm.· attention 
~1\'an . 
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;ers . Anna l:oore , near l:arlinton; the late Jane Kennison 

on Dn. Creek ; ::rs . 1:aom Dilley near Dilley ' s J:ill; the l ate 

-• eshin(:ton J:clieill on Buck ' s Run , nhere Joseph B. i"clieill now 

livesj the late Jol"t.n l.1cUeill Junior, merchant at Hillsboro , 

Viere hiS chilclren . 
!:oore 1';c11e111 first married 1:artha I.1cHair of AUGUsta 

County and settled on Dr y Creel'.: , near the mouth . Hi s second 

r.i!e t'i2S l'ancy AuldridGe ; daUGhter of Hilliarn .Auldridge , ances 

tor o! the AuldridGe c onnection in our c ounty . By this mar-

ria:;e there ,'tere t\'lO daughters and one son . Clar ]:;;: died in early 

~'lood . Phoe".J e Ann nas narried to Reuben Overhol t , 11ancy 

beea~e ~s . U. H. Uverholt . 

r1j.lli8I!l L:cNeill married Hancy Griffey from "'ranJ.:lin 

Cc.ilI!tj I Virginia, a da1l.[;hter of a Sniss soldier vlho carne over 

r.!. .,::~ the i.:arqui s La Fayette and renamed to b ecome a citizen 

c: the United States . ::'hey settled on the Thomas I1cNeill 

.. cr.::e :rtead • eac er and among the Be Yo'as a popular school t h 

~ pres ent limits · o£ the car11e~t of bio profession in tho 

a the IJa:!:ony Pl a ce l!c taUGht a twelYe 1!\onth school t 

-one !U.s pupils llurtha Aal:ison , Ac:ne s Goy ana Andre\~ 

o\her and 51atcr of tho 1 ate John Goy . The 
...... 

Bucl:ley;;S 

n't 'tc. this oohool . Tho Gona of l'/il11nm nnd l<~oy J:!cNe111 

re 31 en" t.:t.! n , J D, Cln1l,orn , and 1'0 o· , tho dnuc:htcrs " ... ere 
\ ' 

n ::Olor.tOh eaQh ";\n on Droor .. ountnin , 

ttl. 1n I loon oounty . . 
11 0' 1 .... ,.,., lltl I. Don ttl II on th . e 
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Jonathan 1:c1!eill married Angelina Adl:ison , dauc
hter 

of 

D:miel Adlcison . They settled on t!le old homestead near Buc}:

i :rs . Anron l~ee and Jjrs. Jehn Buckley rlere their daugh-

Rev . Asa lL.cHeill , William, Daniel, Doe, lJ1.:r sses , Bnoch 
ters . 
and the late Captain James l:cNeill yrere their sonS . 

Captain 1.:1011e111) second son of William ~cl';eill) the 

teacher , married Sarah. Young and settled on a section of the 

hone stead • After her death he Ii ved in nicholas C0 1.mty . 

At the opening of the war betneen the States , he enlisf; 
in 

the Con:federate servi.ce in a volunteer company at Sununersville, 

as a 1. ieutenant . Upon reort;a"1i zation he rlas elected Captain . 

:':e ".:>ecame a prisoner of nar at the battle of Droo:p l.:ountain 

and \"1a5 kept at Fort Delavi2r8 a long time . His second wife 

\';as Pennie 'Perlcins and he CaJ!le back to the old home near 

3uc1:e:,re . His son Douglas nag enployed as Clerk in a goverl1lnent 

dep~~ent at Y!ashington, ]) . c. For several years he has 

" _ar lnton High School . been enployed as Principal of +]1e l' l' His 

capable and efficient management has bUl'lt up the school until 

it .. r.J.nj:S anont; the best in the state. 

Claiborne i.:cl:eill ma=ied Elizabeth Adkison and lives 

r..(;~ -,'Ucl;eyc on t he place bequeathed hiro by his relation , 
• ttlc Joh, " 1.0,.oil1. 

nU. ot 
Their dc.1lGhter Ch=lott 1 .... '- e DeCOllle the 

r-nnell . ~ilo1r oons r,'er o T , ,-oshun D. nnd 
'J ill nil ll)nutoX' II C 1 . • ·0:. ill , of I (,,'linton . His 

mth ( l'C t Criffin. 
o 11 , hI at non '.'Iillirun tho t "\cher, 

/ 
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NSTOllY OF TIlE KElliJISOII FAi'ILY 

-Oharles and Jacob KennisQn of the Little Levels were 

"':1011& the earliest pioneers . They had heard of the streams 

:flowing toward the west . In their expl oration of the Greenbrier 

"s.lley tl1ey fou."d Jolm lklieel, a refugee neighbor near .,ill point . 

These three persons attempted permanent settlements about 1765 

and thus left their old hOr.les " few miles from 'Iinchester , Vir-

£inia, near Capon Springs. 

Charle s Kennison 1 s wife was 1,iartha Day . 

t.b out the tir.le of Braddocks defeat she a nd her mother 

.L neiGhborhood . 
.. ere taken prisoners by the Indians -in the Capon 

_ J ". . a:y remarked to her C~ the noming after her cautivity 'Irs D 

friends t hO.t she believed the Indians were going to kill her . 

" • ecause think: SOli exclaimed 1'Iar+'na "E 

"tl e:,- have given moccasins ....r to all the prisoners ,1'.1#:"m'e d lTS' an have 
U Ch :':otber, what ma1:es you 

... l iother . l e!"t oe 'barefoot ed" r epl<ed t h e 

",ben all wer e r eady to move on) a v]arri or Y"alked up to 

.r:J . r.c.:,. ;lnd struck her a stunning b low bet'::een the s h oulders 

t hen in an lnstant l"£t d ,~ock1nr- the breath out of her . 1 e t he 

aealp . vh~ n08 left thero 

raC07CTCd conac1ounncDs or 

and it ym,s n ev er lmo\'m r!hether she 

died imrnedi ntely . 

• Me aott.l"d by Chr.rleo y.enn1.son \";crc sol d t o Sher nmn 

o at th t plnce , CI'"~'l. 1 enn1son r e-

tll 11 1m ! I nr n. lv nc u in life , when 

o 0 , r . lIM rD . A nnlaOH \. ro th r ~.nt" of 

• nD - 01 1"1 " J.) V1ll 1 rk I 1 •. thlUli 1 
o. 
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David Kennison was born June 7 1767. 
He married susanna 

David Kennison 
Hu.{';hes , a sister of I,lo.§.es and Milburn Hughes . 

settled 
Horth of Kill point . They 

soon after his marriage 
\":ere the parents of trIO dauGhters - Esther \vho became I.1rs . 

William McNeel . and Elizabeth , and these are the names of the 

Charles , William , Lawrence , I.lark , David , James 
seven sons . 

All these children \'lent west except Jacob Kennison ) 
and Jacob . 

r:ho married(in 1828) Catherine Clendenen and settled on the 

ilo::J.estead . In reference to their children - - Hannah rvaS the 

:!'irst rille of the late William r.:orrison near Buckeye . \,lilli2I!l 

nc..rried JaTJ.e , daughter of Squire John wcHee l and lived on Dry 

Branch . He was a Union Soldier. Hezekiah Bland married Eliz

s":leth J.nn Silva and located in Bra~ton County j Allan married 

~ebecca ?erkinS and lived on the Greenbrlo er t f H eas 0 illsboro ) 

"'est Virginia . Haney tnarried John D . Ror]ce of 1lJarlinton . Sarah 

~ ~eea~e ~s . Isaae Hill of Hills Creek . Jolm Bland died in 

e ... ..rly vouth . David Dierly> a Confederate Soldier died during 

the ar . i::Xs . Catherine Kenni son died in 1 86 4 . J:?cob KelUlison 

ft8.tl 11 well l:nown citizen and served many years as Constable of' 

Ill" d1atr1.ct . 

10 • 

athanlel 1:onn1aon f C o hnrles the pioneer> came f'rom 
A vlalt ond di~d n"ar ... Groenho.nlc . Amos I:erUlison > Son 

! r 1onoor I r.JnTl"i U l'nllOY CW "oebolt , on the Groenbrier 
aot\:LoJI on SO ot th hom Dt o.d t 

I ·hen in pos~ 
leon , t 

I 

SSiOI'\ of 

1111 D \":rtllt or 1"11 b ~ • oro . 

o DoV14 J \rtha 

ot Il h 
• 

1 I Julm B rlow . 

ntro t -"d ...... , 8et-c: eJ 



in Hicholas County . John Armentrout J her son a Con£ederate 

soldier had h1.5 head s hot off by a solid cannon shot in the 

'.Jattle of l:.ing I s r,J.ountain . John Barlow Kennison married 

He )eida Gillispie I.Iorrison and settled on the hO!!lestead . 

acquired a fine estate . In reference to his familYJ James 

Clai borne married Rachel Kellison. Thomas Frmklin married 

Julia llarma of Greenbrier County and lived at the homestead .. 

John 1,'iesley marriea Alice Hill and li vea. on property at one 

tiDe held by the late Thomas Hill . George All an Kennison 

!Jr~ied Serena Brock . I,Torgen Kennison married Cora Hill , 

-3 -

dauc:hter of Isaac Hill . Jacob Kennison J the fellow p ioneer J ( _ 

ni ~h his brother Charle s· located on l ands . just east of' ,'+-L 
hillsboro which were occupied by his son the late Nath l!!liel . ~ . ~ 

l:ennison and W .... 11'am Kenn ° ........ ~ ~son . Rathaniel Kennison never 

narried . They had one sister Eli zabeth who never 
married . 

!;he end this brother kept house . 
The neatness and generous 

~ocBp1ta11ty that characterized this home od 
~~ e it pleasant 

tar the itinerant ministers for a long time • 

\ ~, 
{ 
'{ 

(~ 
• "than1e1 died in 1859 at ~ 

an ~dvanced aGe 1 hav-:ing ~ 
a C~.r1at~nn life , tJt-..,,t.. ~L -.1. .... ~ :: - t 
1I1l11c.m ,Q i / '- '" ~ h~ ~ 

nn non married llnnoy Oldh 1 - I ~ 
4 am of Locust o.nd ' 

(;,.. th homont ad . 
There \o"or two dSn .'ht 

~ . ~. rs ~ld ~our 
.ltlrtlh rL";:rri d tlU 1"-

'". Oldl:Oln and 

• 01: tl:l. 

3 ns w r Dn" is , John )w'1 1 
'hn IIrtd \, 111~"" 

Con"ede:r.te 

lid fi r t olns9: ot our 
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[e \10.5 for mnny ~,r ears a rnae;istrate in his clistrict . He re -

ceived a liberal educa!10n at the Hillsboro Academy , mainly 

un<ier the tuition of Rev . II. D . Dunlap. Ijr. Dunlap regarded 

tiD o.s one o~ the most e::enplar~{ young persons that he had ever 

instructed .. 
Sc.;.uire Davis l:ermison married Rebe cca Le1liis , daughter of 

the nioneer) James Lewis ) nho a rmed l arge and fertile tracts of 

l~"1d in the Greenbrier Valley . Ja."'l1es Lerds ""las one of the 

o~:'g-iJ1al pr oprietors of Hillsboro .. John L . l":ennison married 

:.J'r.: S . L.ey;is another daughter of James Lew'is and lived near 

lii:'ls~oro on a farm inherited by his wife from her father James 

~T-1s . ':,'illiam 1:ennison never married. Nat haniel married I,Iiss 

"!i:ronia. 17afl.Da of Greenbrier County . 

Sene of t he most skillful work ,laS done by Charles and 

J::.cob i-:ew..1son \,li th broad axe and wl.1l· ~_ Sal".. S OJ orne of the first 

ear.;enter nork tr...at \"las done in-tb.is COtlIlty ." . ..." c:. by II r: fa~ Ri chard 

Bill '::l'l" ""he }~ennisons . Cb 1 ar es Kenni son hewed the logs for 

Jo~ ctecl , the pioneer . The building yet stands · 
I he also 

pre!>flTod tt.e lOGe for Claiborne !.~cl;eel ' s house near Bucl:eye .. 

• r..t If) ,'enn1l3on ranks omong the most noted in Our 

-
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(Fr om \'lriter ' S rtotes and History by Famil ies ) 

LEVI J,lOORE - Pioneer 

IJore than one hundred years- ago J one of the mQst 

r.1dely knorm citizens in the r egi on n oW embr aced by p oca

hontas and Bath Counties tlas Levi Juoare Senior, a native o:f / 

- 1 -

'lales . He was the pioneer of Frost and came t h ere s ometime 

previous to the Revolution and '"'as among the :firs t t o make 

The lands be s ettled are n ow Q\'med by 
a permanent settlement . 

the Gibsons, S~arps and others . His rTI.fe was Susanna Crist. 

Ee :first settled in Pennsylvania where he lived Wltil h i s 

!'an.ily ) two sons and two daughters were born and the ol der 

ones nearly grOVffi -.. Hannah Ilioore IDD.Tried Robert Gay , the 

alII). les so requ ently mentioned in our ancestor of t One Gay f '1' f 

recordS. 

Sally Lloore become Mrs. JaM Smith , one of the f irs t 

percanent settlers of the Edray District) near the head of 

JtCl'tlS' Creek, of ;',hom special mention is nade • 

.L~v1 i.:oore Junior was a man of morked prominence in 

0".1I' county. attni:rs . TIc \'/os six f t ee eleven inches in height 

nnd "I~ 11. prO})ort1onod 1I • 0 wao a member of the Virgini a .Legis-

la.turo nnd \'It 0 On the cOJ:u.11oa10n to 0 l~cate the court house . 
'0 • loo'ta4 a. n1 to 'nalLr whore, C corgo uxt~l', CO\U1ty Surve:o.rox 
11.,04 . 11n 1:1rct \·1(11 \'mn l ' ' 

Oft I'MOy Sharp , dnuc;htol' o;f 
• tt.I'! vUle p1ano r and 11vod on tho Uoore 

at. &4. 

rot. 

-

1 
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Rebecoa ltioore ~arried Deonard Irvine on Back Creek 

ond lived at the brick house Vlhere the road to Frost le'lves 

Levi Irvine was killed in an accident . 
the Baok Creele: roa d7 

Lizzie married Henry Coffee of Augusta County) Virginia . 

cOrnelia Irvine married William Gardner and settled in Webster 

County • Wilton Irvine married Kate J::ccarty and settled on Little 

3ack Creek . susanna married Cyrus Kelley on ~ittle Creek and 

there .... as a son Iierron Irvine. 

t:argaret l100re married Eli h:cCarty and 1i ved n ear 

Laurel Run . Her daughter luargaret J;lcCarty , married the late 

;ohn SiDDons and lived on the homestead. Her brother Paul 

died in the \1est . r-artha· ]' u ~oore ) another dauGhter of Ron . ~evi 

~:oare Junior, married the late Reverend John Waugh of Indian 

~t . 
eVl. , everly, John , Samuel , lU.riam, Her children were.L . B 

I-JUl and Evel.ine . Joseph B. L:c~reel ... of Buck's Run , Reverend 

er 0 une Baltimore Conference ) Jolm W. !.:cHeel ) a minist f ~. ,',ere 

dauehter r.er c;;randchil.dren . Andrew !.loore married Rebecca Waugh , 

at 3az:nlel. iiaugh and s ttl d e e on Y..napps Creek , th en moved to the 

ead of Stony Creek and ~i nal.ly went to Jackson County . 

!Ar/"! I' .oore the third \"lent t r b o ie rash--a where he amassed 

• lArEo fortune in the fur tr d 11 e . liavin .... no fo-·',. u .... ,,1...,- of' his Qvm 

,.. .. 040ptftti hie nophe" JOhrl ,-I 'Ioora , ono o~ • d ... lin rew ~oore l s son 
.r:, on . t.tlv1 ,. s oorl) , b onooml . mn:r,r1086 was witl, .• 

r or T" _ I ·an' 
.uo,othy roc to· \ ' nr ~ I n It vOl\ltionDl.":V v t IU"t7 • 

~ t:at, r or tbr, '11'1"l,y .. ernn 
--ml~. nxtonll d. I" 0 nr ... :y #' • . ''''''il10' or 
, 

• 
•• r 

or th1a 

I " 

o co e the 

nt to 10\ 
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I.:.rS . l:o.ry Jane lloore , the third daughter J made her home 

r.i th hel.' daU[;hter , IL!.s. 1~atilda Moore , near Uount Zion Church . 

George i':oore J the YOlIDeest son was about as tall as his 

iather . He spent some years in the West J then returned to 

:"ocahontas about 1841 and .... /a5 a pupil at the first session, 

rei- ~taught in the Hillsboro Academy about 1 842 , at Hillsboro, 

pocahontas County. The Rev. Joseph Br ovm was Princ i p al. He 

had the study of medicine in view and ..... ms an exemplary 5~ud ent in his 

in his efforts to qualify himself . lIlT. Brown took much interest 

in the quiet and busy student but he contracted tub erculosis and 

died at the home of his sister- -~s . Rebecca Irvine on Ba ck 

Creel:: • 

Levi I~oore Seni or located 575 acres of a British survey 

on the beed waters of Knapps Creek. After the Revolution new 

requ1reoents were made in order to secure permanent posse ssion . 

It naB to pay a requisite ~ee . A warrant \'lOuld be g iven 

granted by the Federal Government . 

for 

the land and a patent The 

r.'J" pnpers wero dated 1798 and were attested by 

.. -d kllen :ronce and 1 d b G Ole y l.';adison, Governor 

Henry Gr imes 

of Virginia . 
avtou. to th1. .urv.y G 

I corge Poage had a w 
.~~,,,,,,""'1 arrant on two 

aor •• f/h1oh l'Iould have includod tho 575 aores claimed 

the t'oore I S oonteoted for oore'e .At ~1rat 
>'ihen ~h •• to"-' tho British 

\ 

" ~.u tauoh rlllO .. , not vt\l~d th tl 
fir 'tho "ro'/laion ,'Y len QV iled 

uthor1r. inc xohnnso 
oot'e'; lor 1 or wnrrnnts . 

n th1. now n.rl"nn 

ro,. 1 14. 

o 

" n~ 16 9~1&'1e. o~ 
Jo1n1"3 the lnnd. ot • 1\lll"on I o ore , 

the rol<1 1 p no. , :to 'l'ilien 

I 

, 
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or claiI:l held elsewhere was exch2nged for the warrant on 

l:md adjoining Aaron Moore Vias agreed upon by Poage and Levi 

~oore and the patent was applied for, George Poage stated the 

fact that there had been an exchange of vlarrants and at Poage I s 

request the title for 575 acres ~~s vested in Levi !.loore, 

-:unior as assignee of Levi I:':oore Senior .. 

?he transaction is interesting and shown the spirit 

of true nanhood, integrity and honesty . It brings out the 
. 

Golden Rule . So far as the law '"lent, Poage c auld have 

held the 575 acres With all the iI:lpravements and good 

qualities of the land at the time the warrant or claim 

elser~ere bore no conparison in real value to the claim 

~or the lands - adjoining the lands of Aaron ~oare . 

Ue should love and honor the memory of our pioneer 

::'atnera and keep t heir r ecord before us when we know the 

~ of ci then they were . 

i:oneat J God f'caring , brave and true . "' 
~heir like 

w11l ",,"er be knorlIl . Acain let history 

111 10". and honor romember them • 

-. 

reoord e\rery name 

, 
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Chapter 4 __ Seo t ion 3 

In referenoe to the 
Ple it may anoestry of our pea t 

ita oharac-c er; 
our Oitizenship 1s ot compos 

b8 interred that 
h The greatest Iri sh, Sco toh and Freno • Ger man , English, 

of scotch-Irish 
number ot our pooahontas County people are 

descent. 
Such names a s these, Li ghtner, Harper, Yeager, 

·Hal ter man, Burr, Siple, Sheets, Casebolt, Arbogas t, Herold, 

Shrader, Burner, Sydenstr loker, Varner , Hevener , Cackley, 

G~, end Overholt, indicate German descent. 

Moo r e , Gillispie, MoCar ty. McLaughl in, Co c hran, 

" s ugh , Rogsett, McNeel, Kerr, Lockridge, Drinnon, Gay, 

J.:cCollam, McCoy, Beard , Baxter, Slaven, Hannah, Hill, Kincaid, 

I r v1ne, McElw ee , \'jallace, Curry, Hamilto n, Sharp, Friel, 

~Cutcheon, imply Scotch- Irish or Scotch- Engli s h descen~. 

Warwick, Ma tthews, Ren i ok, Clar k, Gibson , Johnson, 

Cal-ford , Buckley , Kinni so n, AdKi son, Barlow, Gatewood, J ack

aon , Brown , ';1ooddell , Hull, Coo per, Du1'field, Auldridge, 

.:>unOOD , Beale , Sutton , Call1son , indicate English anteoedents. 

l.',oupln . Ligon , Deve r, Tacey, Dilley, Bussard , and 

LarK' or. OJ Fronob oxtraction . 

t'Q o P: o, I' r 1 to ohe. r,,-. Pr 1oo , R 
uokmun denote Woloh ex-

\t o\1on . 

... 0 

t~o. ~o'l • • X~1 101 , Lo 
ury , 0100nl')1\ S 1 , • Oft 03 , Ror ke leav& 

ub\. U .. 1.- • v ""'n", - .D t h 1 h r ot'! • 
• rao \. \ to . " t. bo 

prod. oca lnntl'\6 1 
\t.l!llr • o C!>"'r1 \. 0 U 0 Oln n~ flo to nUtllbers 

... nOrt u o r Ik'olct.Od. t\ll " O' ... • eiLh.er 
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or scotch 1 S explaineu by Dr. Vfm. T . 
English, 

follows; 
1 t 1n Ireland th~ t 

About 1611 there was ~ distr c 
landl;l when 0 ' Na'il 

lar gely depo pulated bY J.OJ.",I.6:L
GU1

:
e 

01 
puritanS t r am Engl and and Refor mer s 

Tyronne was de r eated . 
rrolll ... cvtland were 1nduC t;Ju t o OCCUpy the , abandoned proper ty 

These people nad to seek a refuge from oppr ession elsewhere 
Having b e en 

when there came a change 1n Irish affairs . 

Scotoh or English people living for a time in Ireland, they 

In common usage t he term i s 
were called s cotch- Irish. 

applied to both English and Sco tch, as th e Scotch seem t o 

have predominated. 
~bout the time when on the lookout for a refuge, the 

~l=&in1ans wanted a living· wall for protection against I ndi a n 

ra1d~ trom beyond the Blue Ri dge . Now when it became known 

bet Gercans , Soot ch-Irish , and French Hugeno ts were willing t 

0$1\10 on the frontie r, liberal concessions were made b¥ 

~ • 71rg1nia colon1a l au thorities, and it was not many years 

~tor. a l1no ot eot tlements were formed . Therefore, in the 

c~r.' of ~bo next rifteen years the mos t inviting sections 

p( l'OG,tlon\.tl. , iJonroo and Groonbr ier Counties \"Iere se ttled by 

• = qlr or f)n\.orprltlll\6 rUUl.111olt or t.ho sumo type of people • 

• .0 to ber .hlp. on4 ro~111ar wll.h prl vut lons . These peo ' l o 

lOh4\ "til' tront-l0r wll.h 1 \.0 'porl10u5 onlorgonales 

, \ c .lopoa ~uona .1Q nn". or ohorD.'.r 1 U ons with 6 goodly 

r.O 

1.11n1 t.ec1 , they .... 
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The English Crown recognized the part of the t 

s ootoh-Irish along with the New ~ngland Puritans in bring

ing 8b~ut and fighting the war for independenoe by term-

Washington knew them 
ing 1 t the "Presbyterian Warn. 

and in 8 dark hour for the oause of freedom, he saw hiS 

way out through the Scotch-Irish when be said all he 

needed to 11ft his bleeding oountry from the dust was a 

banner to be raised on the mountains of Augusta. 

AD article in the Pocahontas Times ror July, 1933 

by A. F. Ewing of Grand Rapids, Michigan , illustrates the 

s ootch-Irish humor; 

He was talking with his grandtather~ Enoch Ewing of 

the Swago regioD, about the irregulari ty of Greenbrier farm 

l ands . Enoch Ewing explained to his gr andson bow "in an . 

e.rly dayn a farm prospeotor would come over the Alleghenies 

to locate a new homesite. He also explained what was mean~ 

b y ~he tomahawk right or claim. ~ man would look over the 

wan e , blaze a line or trees unclB l me d l ands , pick out what he t d 

around 1~ w~~h h13 axe, build a oab1n upon it and claim it 

6g.a1.nat all comer s . This brought to Enoch Ewing's mind an in-

01d~Dt told. him by hi s fa ther William Ewing, who settlea in t he 

~~bgO country &r ound 1770 . An Iri s hme n by t he 

-014(1.10" come into I.be count r y to loca te a fa rm. 

t o blbz,. " Una bround the lUnd of 1110 oh010e. 

name 01' "Alleok. 

Be prooeeded 

Art er r eao hing 
• orrtnln po1nt , he Woe 1n doub t U8 t o t he d1r eO'L1on he should 
eon\.1nloO IIi., ~tOt4CiUb'fit ll\n8'J Ho 16id 
tTee Mc4 . h1s axo a t tho l'oo t ot u 

wont torward \.0 prospeot Wl 11 
'" 11.. L, wbi &r~n . H • l am it'dng ho ppened bioog 

. " eo. tho rtaah blazinfi ond t" t he axe and 

I I 
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He took up the axe and 

what was going on. 

around the lands that Waddle intended 
to ~ ~reotly guessed 

.. ~zed a new line 

d d h d him well shut off before he returned . 
~~ :"roun , a n a 

When 

William Ewing 
~jdle returned, he was a very sad ,Irishman. 

\ : i!n appeared, laughingly handed over the axe and explained t o 

. \ 5 future neighbor that it waB all a joke. In ~r1ce's 

, 

, 

.. story and also in records at the C,Durt House, the Dame" 1 s 

\VeD as Alexander Waddell. Mr . Ewing does not know the 

' , s et date of the above indident bu t thinks it was long before 

' e Revolutionary war. The County records for June 1822 show 

•. ! t 4 1axander Waddell was allowed one doll ar and fifty cents 

,.r t hree days labor as surveyor on a road . 

90 th A.lexander Waddell and Wi lliam Ewing later 

.ved to Ohio and settled near Ga llipolis. 



The Boenic beauty of this natura ~ 1 region of West Virg in-

l~itors and the r esort in-1a attracts l arge nuobers of v ~ 

year 'in addi ticD to the scenery and c1ustry increa s es each I 

Opportunities for tramping, fishing and 

bUsiness 1s of real value to the State. 

camping the re sort 

The hill s ides are 

COvered with natural grasses that make them rich grazing 

lands. Everywhere in t .ne county the rain f a ll and temper

ature axe f avor able for farming. 

L1 t t;le Leve l s D.i strict UJo . 4) is the most southern 

sub-division of the county. It derive s it s na~e f r om the 

plateau as flat, lying north of Droop l!ounta in. Tilis 'f l a t 

of several square miles and is one of the 

fertile spo t s in t he Al legheny Mountains . North and 

to t he \\'e s t are t he Yew Mountains,wh H.e. to 

.... eas t i s the Cranberry r ange, a southern offshoot of the 

.... , l.!ountains . Four miles we s t of Hill sboro, stands 

~, Saya rd towering to a hei~t of 4000 feet -- t he highest 

0 1 land in the county . Vi ewed fr om Hill sboro in the 

BU~ll~at , it i s an object of sub~ime grandeur. It 

aaae4 in non or or Delaware ' e di stingu i shed Senator Ba yard. 

, Iouth 014 Droop ~ount.ln)nom.d f r om it s peouliar 

\ ond Ou t ptoml"ently a ainet t he horl:on. I t i s t he 
of t.h. ut. IU. 0 • T~ tlr a t oe t"lemen t was 7 5 b, Jonn WoN~Ol And 'ho Konn!oon ' • • Tho r. -It I" "," 11m! tol of tho dlrtrlot -aft 

t ., ftOft w loh 

- 2-
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was buried by tbe mother .he r oine 
~onstructed a rude 

coffin, dug a 
own hands laid the grave and wi th her 

infant to re st. 

19tbe early settler s in thi s di s trict were James 

Le~ls, Alexander Waddell , James Brinnell, J ohn Switzer, 

Richard Hill, William Clendenen, Abrah am McNeel , Nathanie l 

Kennison, William Kennison, David Ken~ i son, Jo s iah Beard , 

Thomas Beard and J ohn Beard . 

~first g-rist mill in Little Levels di s trict was 

- 3-

built by Va lenti ne Cackley in the year 1500; it was located ' ~ 

at what has ever since been called Mill Point, a short dis-

tance lIort-n of Hill sboro . It ''l8.S a r ound po le s tructure wi to 

one of small stones; water was the propelling power . 

prior t o the erection of th i s mill, the p eo ple depended u pon -
the.-!'.and mill and t h e bominy block. In the year 1808 Mr . 

Cackley built a sawing a pparatus--thu s he was not only the 

'buIlde r af the fi r s t gri s t mi ll but o f the fir s t sawmill. 

~ fir s t school was taugh t by Thomas Green , 

yea.r 1796 in a rude cabin wh ich s tood one and half 

in the 

mi les north 

of Ulleboro on l ands mme d b y J ohn l:cNeel. This pioneer 
t 110 or learn1ng wae a r ound pole t t s rue ure 'w1 th a clap-

bOard r oo f he l d 1n pla ce by w2ight-po le s . 
The fl oor was 

E~o;r ,.. • .,.t.~. Intttla4 of w1n .l 1 
'-4.0"0 , a og wa s ohop~ed froo 

• d' ~4 .. Over ""e aper t.uro "'n il pnet.ed rreanod paper 6 S; 
• au .1.1\.1"0 tor leliA. 

L,;;.;;.;.;:·P At:b"J"1 . 'ho "'ro" 
P . ,~ .. "looUo ot 

1,1" I' ow 0 v1 It..cl \. .• L.lttl. 
L'Ot;hodltm 'Wa" 

LfVflla ano t.hat. 

- - - .. ......... -. 



. ,. n t he 1 1 ':.,:1e W'n i te pole He prea cbed as early ae 1759 · 
The tradi -:l on i s true for 

Churcb built by J olID Mclleel. 

1 record s of t he 6hurch. It 
it i s subst antiated by genera 

t · .-as perfected here in the 
appear s t he fIr st or ganiza lon 

t1·me t he member s compo s ing the 
last named year and at t h e 

Chur ch were: 
H, N 1 Ma rt.·na "cNeel , Jame s Lewi s , J ohn r.:: CL ee , M 

,. dd '1 d w1· fe , Charles Kenn ison, Rebecca Lewi s , Andrew .~a e~ an 

Jacob Kenn i son , Ur s . James Brinnell, J ohn Switzer and wife , 

Ric~ard ~i ll, Nan cy n ill a nd Abraham n ill. 

l~ 1 1 Sboro ~as ~he only little t own in Lit t le Levels 

di s trict . It ITaS l a i d out in 1543 b y J oseph Br own-, a Pres

byterian mini Gter and school- teacher. The ori g i nal pr0prietor s 

were Jo!ln ii ill, Davis Poage, Nat han iel Kenn i son and James 

Lewis . The settler s ha~to u s e t he ir wit s a nd dep en d upon 

t aemselves for mater ial f or com f ortab le cloth e s . The favorite 
~ 

::.aterial of a bunter or r a n ger ,ms deer sk i n a s it was/1best 

cat eria l to s tand rough u sage . Uany f amilie s from the olde s t 

to t .. e your.gea t were t hu s clothed. Great sk ill was at t ained 

lr. ll&i:lng the deer sk in so f t and pl i able . The sett l er s were 

e;;. t.t 1:') ltIJ-nutacturlog cloth. They brough t spi nning whee l s 
and 10 =1. · !'u ly every farmer hn d h i s fl k f ~ 00 0 sheep and 

10 \ 01> 01 n.x. Tna 1'fOd i '18. 8 oarded wi t h ha nd car ds , spun 

and m.~o up 1n~0 olothe. for both men and 
. ;:,.... II • 

1\, f ot In rl " r 01 fllll olo~h and fine 
• • r or • prr. .1l d 1'ln.n e II Th n __ 8a pu lled 

row, on ~ • f' lid , r ~~ "~h.n r Ie n and 
\ 

" l~ on t 'l. 11 tt l . 



wbeel as t he mach ine 

t he l arger wheel for 

to d i s tiDgui Gl1 wa s called 
1 t from 

spinning .. ool. 
en into It wa s wov 

cloth for table linen , towels , 
t The sheet s and sh iT s . 

was d . of t hO 
t ow whi ch was t he coar se part combe ana and boys. 

er sui t 6 f or men 

hatonel 

spun into coar se cloth for surom 
families for cloth worD for 20 year s in ;~early all t he h wives and 

- -e sse s wa s made at home by t 0 ev ery day" ~ 

duaghter s. 

FIRST SETTLERS. 

~the year 1749, t here resided in Frederick 

County , Virgin i a, a man WilD wa s sub ject to periods of in

sanity and while so st r i cken would r oam into ,t he wi lderness . 

At one of these periods he wander ed acr oss th e mountains 

and came dmto some of th e tributaries of Gree nbrier River . 

Sur pri Eed to see these wa ter s flowing we st~ard i nstea d of 

nOrtherly as othe r rivers in t bat section of the coun t ry 

dld, On hls return to "inchester he re l ated hiD discovery . 

In Con .equenc~ of this , ho men , J acob l.!ar lb o.nd Stephen 

"'11 , l~tely from New England , vi s ited t he oountr y and 

took up \ eir rCliaenoe on Greenbrier River, on a bottom 
~"r l in ... 

"'Oll'n 01 'arl1n I. Bottom , COw t_e ul te of the 
'own or ~ .llnlon 

• I h, Oounty 0 &t of Poc&_ontns County , 

o • 1 
• 100 l n I rl' tu t d y to 11 Lountal n 

, lC tj, t. • of ' rHn .• t 1\ e .. • perp.nua ted . 



in Greenbrier and Fayette Counties . 

~e men erected some sort of a rude cabin near 

~here the Edray District High Schoo l building now stands 

and for a T.hile were domiciled in the first residen ce to 

-6-

be built with i n the present· limit s of Pocahontas County . 

But after a brief sojourn i n their cabin, the se two men had 

a quarre l over t heir re spective religiou s beliefs and sepa-

rated. Mar lin continued to occupy the cabin and Sewell 

cross ed a slough near by" and took u p his abode in a l a rge 

sycamore tree, and thus t hey were f ound living in 1750, by 

J ohn Lewi s and hi s son , Andrew-- after ward General Andrew 

Lewis , the hero of Point PleasantT-wh o had come west of the 

r:lountains to explore the country a s agents and surveyor s 

of ;he Greenbr ler Land Company. Sewell afterward moved· en 

into Greenbrier County and soon fell a victim of the -

Ind i ans . It i s supposed that Marlin !:eturned later to the 

set tlements in Vir gin:ia . 
1/ -.-_ 
with in the pr e sen t 1-The second white men to Corne 

bor der s of Pocahontas County were J ohn ' L i . , ew s and h lS son 
Andrew , ( wh 1 . 0 a ter became Gener a l Andr ew Lewis) who in 
Of>!. f r o," Engl and a s the 1750 

Oompany I areenbr 1er .&.Ia.nd 

£;far.IO<! 100 .000 "O r 8 of 

bri~r kivu . 
of \ Gr 

1 tt 

agent s and sur veyor s fot the 

to which the Br it i sh Crown had 

land to be located in t.e va lley 

h " • at t h 1 
- I CA!'fI fII 11 \ ngl d in d Os 

time t hat the 

gl·O . 'tb of s ra 0 r cr • 10 

, l' ., t v d \,.: 1 l"ttd .... t'\ t toe Wi)u l d 
• in \. 

I 
4:1 . U 011 1. II .k . or • 1 ue .-a8 



then surveying , IIGreenbr ier River tt - a nam e by which i"t bas 

ever s ince been known and called by English and American 

geographer s . 

l:;-was on this surveying expedtion that Gener a l 

Andrew Lewis pe r sonally mar ked t be oak at Marlinton , and 

now known as II The Corner Oak rt and which i s the oldest 

cor ner tree in the Mi ssi ssipp i Valley. Th i s t ree which 

s t ood 500 f eet eas t of t he Che sapeake and Ob io Passenger 

Depot , wa s mar ked by General Lewi s on October 6, 1751, to 

?;itness the corner of a sur vey of 470 acres , including t he 

bottom l ands of Greenbr ier River f orme d by Knapps Creek 

and St on y Creek. So f ar a s i s known it i 6 t he on l y tr ee 

now 

t he 

s t and i ng that ~as marked by the General on t h i s o ccas i on . 

For a hundred year s t h i s t r ee has been failing and 

long dr outh of 1930 killed ,· t. T he top ha s been cut-

out -2. S it was a menace to peoul e and buildings s tand ing 

near. The bowl has been capped with copper and a t the pr oper 
time it wi 11 be given a t r ea tment of wood pre serving pa int. 

John Lewis (Father of Genera l Andrew 

-,----

native of Irel d an ) de scended fr om a 

1n!:.r1 ted a con&ider able 

Lewi s ) wa s a 

f amily of Hugenot s . He ~-

!r.durtl'Y and 
estate which he i ncreased by 

frugalit y un t il he b ecame le ssee of a very 
ny. He married" ~argnre t L • 

t , 

t. e s-ro 

L Ird 

ot • Clr.e. 
of l.ock Lynn wno t7t1.S 

ynn , anugh ter of 

U de cendent of the Ch ieftains 

t • 
POa rful olon 1n ~he 

SootU .h HighlA n ' . - -, . ,7""as . He 
Ar,dr. $ "f •..• ' 

t unu 1 )dO .tchnrler t~ 
w. t ot .. ,. .. " ;l e son 

tl.eC'ond Don w, s .. i th hie 



fat her at the mouth of Knapps Creek in 1751 . He was 

a soldier in Colonel George Washington ' 6 regiment during 

~he French and Indian War and commanded the southern 

divi ~ ion of t n e Virginia Army at point Pleasant in 177
4 

and upon t he breaking out of the Revolutionary War received 

an d held a Brigadie r General commission until 1780 when he 

re s i gn ed it and started home but became ill of fever and 

died in Bedford County within forty miles of his home. It 

i s ~ell t o give an account of the n oted Lewis family as 

Pocahontas County wa s among the first to .record their bravery 

and Lewi s i s a f amiliar name in Pocahontas County, J ohn Lewis 

ha v ing brou ght h i s bro t h er James Lewis from Staunton, Virginia 

t o t ak e u p lands in the Greenbrier Valley . Recor ds from an 

old~ible and o l d deeds show that James Lewi s owned at one 

t.i!!le - ten t hou sand acre s of I d . an ) ~xx~Ek~ including most of 

t.he lend on which Hill sb oro i s now located . James LewiE 

as one of t he 'orig inal proprietors of g1 ven in hi s tory 

iii l l£ooro . 

t J ohn Lewi s ' son s were all b t rave men. Thomas the 

is 

olee t Bon ) labored 

h i m h i a rr.arke-man. 

under a defect of . . I 
V1 Slon wb ich disab led 

He was , however , a man of learning and 
oound lud~.nt and repre sented Augu st a C 
n tho LtT! In.ture ounty, Vi r gin ia , 

, Wli9 a mem't.e r of the Vi 
• 1c1> ratltlod t • 0 . rglnlu 

I on t1 tu tlon of t he t United 
L..-~!r:.l: ,e. Lo"1o f 11 ilL the t."d I in 0 hi p rc~1~ent 

an attack at ~olt.t fl I t 
\ 1111 ul 01 Ut i Iln. H. 1'1& 

df'l' f o b rl ... 

Con vent i on 

Stat.es . 

r te rt'. 

, 

---" " " 

, 



ch were t e so ns of the fir st surveyor in the Green

brier Valley , --a beautiful valley , and if t he travele r 

who vi s it s t he little mountain to ~m of Hillsboro wi ll 

s troll a mile Bnd a half to t he north, he wi ll r ea ch a 

beeutl ful ceme tery in which repose many of the pioneers 

of Pocahontas County : J ohn McNee l and h i s wife, Charles 

" 
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and Edward Kennison and t heir wives, Jame s Lewi s and h i s 

wife and Abraham McNeel and his wife . p..-..L. -r~ 
~d I have failed t o menti on Samuel L e~i s--the 

t h ird Bon . He &as a. soldier in the old French War· he . ' 
comwanded a company of sol dier s in Washington 1 s r egiment; 

~Ever y one of h i s br ot her s serving under .h im. 

_~am the fourth 

border warfar e and wa s an 

son took< an active part i n t he 

offic~ r in the Revolutionary 
~ 

War . It wa s t oe wife of William Lewis t hat sent her 

three young sons to the defense of t heir native l and . 

Their ages were 13, 15 and 17. The ol der sons of 'Will i am 

Lewi B were wi to the It th . lor ern Ar my.When Wash ington \ . . f- heard 
of tklis inciden t he id 1\ sa : Leave me but a banner to plant 

yOn t he uount~a~n s of We st Augu' sta and I will r ally around 
:;e tt:.e tlen 'lll'no l4.f't'ecb , ur bleeding country fr om the du s t 

o 

et her tree". 

J T~ " lov hou • of 

11~ Hill "boro , 
- , Q AnO t~. hom of bi 

• b 111 • Ott .. 

J ames Lewi s stood for many yeaxs 

buil\ on Ih. large :t:'o.:rln tbn t be 

Lwo At terl Wh O a 1 " 0(1 house built 

La,,! I hom . ~ltt 

one! B Hy L wte • 

•••• 

I 



laid to rest under a large maple tree on the farm where 

they had lived. The farm is now owned by \'lrenn Kennison 

whose mother was Mary S. Lewis, daughter of Ja.'Tles Lewis. 

) Tb~ D~ughter6 of the Revolution will 

ment at their graves . J ames Lewis died the 

erect a monu-

fir s t year of 

_10-

the Civil War. Being a large land owner he had cattle and 

sheep in large number s for t hose times. There being no 

banks near be kept his money about his house until the war 

broke out. He t hen took it away from t he house and hid 

it in the f ore s t in ~be direction of the Greenbrier River, 

so be told h is family, but it was never found. 



Invcntory or '\r',tC'r1nls - , 

Source : 

:Fil.:, ____ _ 



REVOLUTIONARY WAR POOOD-(f~Co 
At tlle outbreak of the Revolutionary War, there Vlere probably 

lese than twenty inhabitants within the present limits of Pocahontas 
ounty . Colonel John McNeel was the first pioneer to settle i n the 

Little Levels Distriot of Pocahontas County, which was in the year 
1765 as near as can be determined . He later met Charles and James 
:a .. :m1.son. who has come from the Cumberland Valley to found a home in 
?ocahontBs County. 

At the outbreak of Dunmore 1s War, McNeel and the two Klnnlsons 
e:u!.st ed and went to PMnt Pleasant, v/here they partiCipated in the 
~~ fought battle of October lOth, 1774. They returned home, after 
the conclus ion of Dunmore I B War .:mu.xaXEXu:tx}:!EHl&lixlltNn::t.lm.;potErHX1lKam 
![rtbix..i:Pt A short time intervened and they were crossing the mountains 
~o the east to join the patriot army in defense of the thirteen colonie 
a5aL~6t the mother country and served throughout the Revolution from 
: 776 to the conclusion of the war . 

John Bradshaw, another early and prominent Bettler of Pocahontas 
County , was a Revolutionary soldier tho he appears to have enlisted from 
:J:.e County of l!onroe . He was at Yorktovm and witnessed the Bri t1eu a rmy 
J!':.C.e :" cOc:Jand of Lord Cornwallis , march out in defeat between two lines ' 
o.:.~~e.Anater~cant army ilion oc~obber 19th, 1781. He very shortly ther eafter 
~:~ _ea nun ersv e ann ecame one ,of the leading citizens of the 

C~~~1. and was a member of the County Court until his death which 
O~ Jececbe r 30th, 1 834, at the age of 76 years. 

7o.e following affidavits were taken from th C t ' 
&how t~at Pocahontas County furnished some s . e oun Y records 
~ar. Who were r eSidents her~ at that eriad al~ierB i n the Reval~,,~c' n'Lr' 

:-e !'e-a1dents of other sections of vi i ' , ana aleo Some soldiers Who 
~n ~he COJn~J and remai ned here until trhB niia~ Who later came and s e ttled 

e r a.eath. 
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POCAHONTA S COUNTY 

( GE IlERAL TOPOGRAPHY) 

t lie s i n t he extreme eas t ern 
J pocahonta s Coun Y 

- . t 0 f " ha tis . St te and i s t he sQutnermo s nor tlon of the a 
. . d on the t he moun t a in ti er of counties , bounne knOl'm as 

nortb by Randol ph Count y, northeast by Pendleton, eas t 

. th t b y Hi gn l and an d Ba th Countie s , (in old Virginia) ana sou ea s . 

south by Green I leI b · County and we s t by Greenbrier and 

~eb s ter Count i e s . 

ou s . 

\ The surface is f or t he most part rou gh "an d mountain

Ser e you stand ent r anc ed b y t~e p ictuxe of scen ic 

grandeur; t he t r avel e r experience s a feeling of sublimity 

wn lc!J ever impr es ses him wh en surrounded ~ Y great moun t ains. 

':'he rushland reg l on extends a l ong the eastern border of t h e 

a;ate including part of Pocahon t as County. Th i s i s a region 

o r many mountainA r idge s b e t ween which a re va l l e ys r ich i n 

11::.es t on e so11 b etween t h e ri dges are b r oa d lime stone va lleys 

• eyc t he 801 1e , r a i n f a ll and t emperat ure comb i n e to pr o vide 

&11 I'!~ C 1 en ~ farm1ng oondl tion . 

11'0. POCllt.onl48 County sout hwar d we ha.ve the same 
rI

A 11 nOM '011. The - A d t 1 h 
... T. OOu8 mOun a n 9 , t e gl'een ,.alleys 

0) r.~ Hlnr. .tro • of t h 8 0 h i ghl and. 
I 

o I b a Utul ao.nery I n t b a ta te. The 
0: • • 

\0 '000 ttl h. 

ov1de 

eleva t ion 
<A/ 
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Jut.nj ta S . Dill e:; 

?ocllhontf.s count~ 

A pack !Oaddle made b:: Clayton Dilley r.bou t t he ~' e ar 
-

184 5 . It ~s no'·: o\"neo b; Paul Dilley of Clo"er .Lj c..:k. hi . Va. 
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EARLY PERLlANE,:T SETTLERS . 

One of the earliest pioneer s and t he fir s t actual 

settler in Little Level s Di strict of pocahontas County , 

wa< J ohn ~cNeel. He waS born near Wincbeste r, Virginia , 

bu' early in life went t o the cumberland Valley , in 

~ar yland . 5ere, soon after bis settlement, he bad an 

alter cation with a yo~~g man , which re sulted in a hand to 

bend fight and McUeel believing that he had done h i S antag

onist great bodily harm , fled to the ",llderness and after some 

t1.oe spent in wandering amid t he wild solitude s of t he Alle-

gc.enies , h e carne upon what has ever s ince been known a s the 

Rere be decided to make h i s f uture :'1ome 
Little Levels. 
and ~eeIed his lonely cabin . Th iS was about t he year 1765 , 

t'W"O yeu s after the de~ruction of the Muddy Creek settlement 

in Greenbrier County . 

A shor t time e fter 11r . McNeel 'oad occupied his cabin, 

e sur pr i s e ) h e ... 8 nB ou t hunting and C'l'reat ly to h i s me t Char Ie 5 

, wo Vi' 't8 men , wno were se a r c hing for a and J -e8 Y.ionison t hi . 

~l\aDle 81te to found a home . F arne t hat the rom them he l e d 

can n.s ,,1 t w om he had had the alte r cation 

,

-1 in Cumberland 

_ 7 I llu1 '" r.o ~ he 8Uppo~e6 he had killed had not died and 

Ie ~ .. r\ ha.d riot bt~n IGriou"ly ln3Ul'od . The K1nniso~s ac-

\04 bl \0 1110 lru: ,-ly retreat nnd with hi m ao n guldo 

1 4 • u;;on '" 10h '\on y Tllmlv(\d t ... v ~ctLle , th~n all 

\ ",e \ 01 \ . Uf!' ill 

\ I. •• \ I \ \ 1\ rna a • 

• 
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1 1! ucNeel wooed ~ ~ 
During t heir s tay in t h e va ley, r. 

l;on t he band of a l ady named Martba Davi s . She was b orn 

in Wales in 1743, and at an early date had accompanied her 

parent s to Virginia. Kow she prepared to? to the wild er

ne s s and share the t oil s and hardships of a pioneer home . 

All t h i ngs were go tten ready, the j ourney ma de and the final 

home r eached . A few acres of land wer e cleared l and then, 

Ur. McNeel remembering h i s duty to God, with hi s own hands 

reared a small log cab in in which be anJS?e~ghbOrs might 

wor ship. Thi s t empl e dedicated by its builder to the 

Builder of t he Univer se was called t he ll Whl te Po le Church'! 

and wa s , in a ll probability, th e fir s t ever erected west of 

t he Allegheny tiountains . 

At l ength Dunmore' 6 war broke out and Mr . McNeel, 

t oge~ner wi t h the Kinh i sons, repaired to Camp 

li st ed and accompan i ed General Lewi s to pOin~ 
Union , en-

Pleasant, 

wh.ere tbey par t i cipat ed in t he b loody battle of October 

1774. During 10 t h , t heir ab sce~ce a child of Mr. L cNeel 

d 1ed and the mother 

"" tr.e fh 

Dlatr1ct . 

T • 

I . 

rft 1dly 

const r ucted a rude f f co in, dug a narrow 

own hand s l a i d the i n f an t to r e s t. Th i s 

t child born within t he limi t s of Little Leve l s 

IOld1ero returned b t u no t 
\.1'.0 mot.her 

t o r e:na1n . Th e . trug-
ooun t.r y nnd her Am~rl oan Col onie s 

"'G"v.trlll: t.o 1 . a er Ai .. and It y at. Olt e or os,(led 
tot: .. J'nt. r iot. n. ncs JOltoed 

'11 \ 'J 
Arm y , 111 W lch t bey 

" ttln Lhll to ... " hebl-.. ' ('01 nl~A t 1770 , 
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the recognized nation 

there ere to be found 

. turdv 'Cioneer 6 
of 1753. From teese s ~ . 

today 
wi thin pocahon taa COUD ty some 
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of her mo s t sub stantial 
c1 tizens, who bear the name of 

had on 

this day, 
McNeel and Kinni son. 

What an effect it would have 

of L<ttle Levels Di s trict, even to 
the c1 tizenship .L 

had John McNee l never bave met the young 

Valley, with whom be had t h e fist figbtt 

man:. in CUI!lber land 

Peter Li ghtner was One of t he ear l y settle r s in 

what i s now Pocahoptas County . He was a German- Dutchman 

and came from t he ea stern part of toe State of Virg inia • 

.:-.e located on Knapps Creek in what i s now Hunter sville 

Di strict, and wa s a great blessing to the country to which 

he Ca!lle to help settle. Pri or to his coming there were no 

mill-s· neerer t han- St ·aunton l a di s tance o f nearly one hundr ed-

miles throug~ a trackle s s wilderness This was too far to 
~ 

go t o mill , so toe settler s prepared their own corn for 

br ead . The mode was simple. A l a r ge tree wa s felled, from 

wn1ch a large block or cut was t aken , wh ich when p l a ced on 

~n4 wac probably as high as a man ' & wai s t. It wa s p l a ced on 

end ln tront of the cabin , then a fir e was kindled upon it 

ar.d ao ennhred th~t an lnverted cone was fo r med . Fr om t h i s 
\},. chrred coal. ~(!I re takon .'od the " ".,... hominy bloak!! we s 
lead7 fer u tI" . 

A l'tlol': or morc of ahe l led cor n waB pu t i n 

nill lt .~. r~duo~d to OOnr no menl, from which 

ny. 
':. L1Rh\.ntlr ' r 

cliteS Itl1 t h. 
t.o t hf"J OOl'r,'T)U_ oomin 

hl"l erec\.ec1 1\ 1 \.1 1 , anJ. ahhouph 



some of t he pioneer s 
bad to come thirty mi le s or ~or e , 

Th i e 

they 
task to pr ovide bread . 

con sidered it an easY 
Creek and, although many many 

mill was located on Y.napps 

t heil' changeful breath upon the s ite , 
have breathed years 

portion of the old foundation and a trace of the 

yet a 
race sti~l remain to inform the ob server that it once ex-

Mr . Lightner sold thi s mill to J ohn Bradshaw who 
i s ted. 
in turn sol d to to nenry Harper , two other pioneer s in thi s 

community . 

'.nother early pioneer r:as John Bradshaw, who reared 

h i s cabin hOI:le on t he site where Huntersvi lle, former ly the 

county seat of pocahontas County , now stands. Soon a~ter he 

l ocated, t he people of Bath County , Vir ginia , con structed 

a wagon r oad from-Yiarm Springs througb---the mounta i ns t Ohi s 

ho~e . Thi s was the fir st public road ever opened within 

the present limits of Pocahontas Coun ty . 

Soon after the open in g of t h i s t horoughfare , a man 

named J ohn narness began hauling goods fr om staunton into 

:hece llIountain e for the purpose of trading with the settlers . 

foe ~ftde hiB headquarter s at the house of Mr . Bradshaw , and 

t.tTe be opt-nod out =1 his' stock f t o r ade , which was l argely 

.!USe up of 

1.&4'1 0 t.r: T 

lIal t. coffee . powder, lead. a few pieoes of caliCO 

f\.loloc . Hare he l'lould be met by tI,e 

Ltc ., 1n ttp1r Velt . , 

U "., III ":ltC b.n tI to!' 

von 1 flon , rin Dang . and 0 t 

"hnt L ,'y mOF\. n(1~d~d.. 

hunters , "'ho 

r oOm!l'lod-

From loh 1 i=-

krooll'Tl aD Hunt-tr \'11 \e I (\ 

---
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It was a"t the 
name which it has ever since retained. 

C ty Government 
home of this same Br adshaw that the oun 

. d f Pocahontas County, and the was organlze or 
fir st County 

1<122. The 
Court ever held for the County on March 5th , 

. Br adshaw is unknown but it 
date of the set tlement of Joan 

was in t he beginning of the nineteenth century. 

the leading citizen of the County for m~y years and de-

perted tois life on December 30th, l e34, in t o e 76th year 

2 d 1759 He lies of his age, hav ing been born Februa ry n , . 

buried in the vi 'llage of Huntersville. His gr ave has re

cently been properly marked wi th appropriate ceremonies-. 

Another one of the earliest se ttler s iri t ha t portion 

of Batn County, now included in Pocahontas County, was 
_ -,,-,-_;1 -- --

3acoo Warwick. He came from the southeastern part of 

Virg~ia) aTld his ~j:rst settlement was on J ackson River . .. ' 

He owned a great many slaves and after he patented the 

l ands , now known a s the Clove r Lick farm, he came out and 

buil t a hou se then r emoved several of ~is s l aves to the 

lan~ for t he pur pose of having them improve it. Among the 

r.umber Wa B one known a s II Old B " en, who in the ab sence of 
IIr. Warwi ck , act ed a s fo reman or gener a l manager . 

A .quan tity of at ock wa G br ought out , and soon va s t 
ot hor &8 ftnd c" t tl wero runn i ng a.t l a. r ge in t he 

for t: 1. . On ono 0000 110n U te pr opr 1 Lor oame out t o the 
t t o t • !.o. tb r. ~a " pro r e Ain , nnd one mOl'nin g 
d r ll. 

P n r od an 
O(\me thr e m11 ee u p the I 



stream to salt the cattle, and when done they started to 

return , but had not proceeded far when t hey were fired upon 

by a band of Indians in ambush. But one bullet took effect 

tha t p ierced t he body of the horse upon which Mr. Warwick 

rode. The hor se fel l to the ground but at once recovered 

h i~ self and t he two da shed away a t full speed, and reached 

t he hou se in safety, but just as they reined up,tbe wounded 

hor se fell dead . Mr . Warwick mounted another which hap-

pened to be stand i ng in t he yard , and r ode post haste to 

J a ck so ns River, \'Vo ile 1101d Ben l! gathered t he s laves and took 

refuge in t he mountain s and there remained until all danger 

was passed. 

The will of Jacob Warwick, which was orobated in 

t he County Olerk ' s Office of Pocaoontas County, at the 

February te r m of the County Court, IS26, shows the follow-

lng bequea t b : 

"24th . I give and b equea t n to my servant man known by 

toe n~e of Ben , the bal ance of t he afore said survey (wh ich 

1 bequea thed. u n to J ame s W ,or . Ila r wick and J a cob Wa rwi ck) fr om 
- ood ' e run t o the upper 

land w1toin the bound • . 
end of sai d sur vey i ncluding a ll t he 

Al so 1 Give unto the said Ben t wo 

oow, hond to hie ha it' s end as igna f ore ver. Ilcb 

o e 
.1 

25th . I d~ hrr l,y 

, \b I. o of 

rltt. f lr 011 . to ]" 

• 0 o. • 

monolpa t o And "("I t free my SSl' \ra n t 

n , loOt! t. ht1 r with hi . \Vlfe, Rate , 
nnl1 In Can I d&r t icn of t. h t" i r 



other early sett l er e in Po cahontas County , many 

t stl-11 bear tbe l-r name and a re here 
of who se de scendan s 

~i t b us were : 
Ben jami n Arbo ga st, who sett l ed i n t he Gl ade Hill 

:; e igbborhood . Adam Arbo ga s t, who sett led on t h e bead o f 

Greenbrie r Rive r in 1796 -

Wi l l i am Au1dr i dge , a nat i ve of Engl and who set t led 

in Bridger l s Gap . 

John Barlow, who se t t led on Buck l e y Mounta i n on t he 

-
we s t s i de of Gr eenbrie r River. 

Joshua Buckl ey, t he pi oneer se t t ler of t he Bu ckeye 

~eighborhood who cam e f r om Winche ster and set t led at t he 

j~ct ion of Swago Cr eek with Gr eenbr ier River, be t ween t he 

year s 1770 and -1775 __ --

- 7-

Adam Bur ner J tb e progenitor of t h e Bur ner f am ily in ~..: 

Fo cahontas County, who se t t l ed on t he head of Greenbrier 

:t . ver . 

Robert Beale , who set ~l ed on Elk about 1927. 

?e ben BUB-ard , a nat iv e of Germany , who set t l e d be

t en Clad~ H111 and Frost. 

J r • • Brlgh t , t h e ance ot or of the Bri ght f am ily in 

Po,ca:""" ~&a Co n ~y . 

tin 

I • 
III 

Oeakl ey. woo. t t l ed l n t he ·111 Foln t 

u t 17711. 

k , tift pr v.: It t. r At t Cl ,- • u k f lU!l lly , 

""""P';: . r tV_llcy . 

\ \lo t en N rth Y rk. 



Jacob Cassell, the ancestor of the Cassell family , 

w~ settled in Greenbank District . 

John Oollins, a native of Ireland, who Bet~led on 

Greenbrier River . 
Tho~as Cochran , a native of Ireland, who settled on 

the Rankin place on Greenbrier River . 

Jame s Callison, wbo settled on Locust Creek about 1782 , 

and Anthony Call i son , who settled in the same neighborhood 

at a later date. 

James Cooper,'whO settled in the Greenbank neighbor hood. 

I saiah Curry, who settled on Back Uountin . 

nenry Dilley, who sett led on Thorny Creek . 

~ichael Daugherty, a native of I reland, who sett l ed orr 

Y=appS-Creek about 1770. -Abram Duffield , wao settled in Edray Di s tric t. 

Walter Drinnon, - a na tive of Irel~~dJ who settled in 

::.ira] District . 

~artin Dilley , who settled near Dilley 1
8 Mi l l. 

y on ne ead of Trimb l e ' s E! .... ard Ervine , who se t+led t ' h 

~~ in ~ree~tank D1 trict . 

• r 

AIldre." 'ld.tt1Aton , who se t t l ed on Locu s t Creek. 

Il111N!. td.!!'.1."t.on , "ho oett- l ed in Little Leve l s Di s tric t . 

J rO' 1eh friel , who llot.tlt'd on t he waters of Laure l C k 

J 

r ee . 

n II. n. In b • W 0 n t.tl ed on the \\1:ltel'S of Laurel Creek 

re-11x Or 1. •• , " n,,1.1v 

• r ., _ oul 1110. 
·0 nl d In 1.8, 01 l.lcl, 

• onl d I" Ll1<l. Lev 1 • 0 
D1 t.:-ict about 
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Thocas Galford, the original ancestor of the Galford 

family in Pocahontas County, ~ho settled on Glade Hi ll about 

the time of the Revolutionary war. 

William A. Gum, who settled near Greenbank. 

Jacob Gum who settled near Greenbank. 

Richard Hill , who i s believed to have settled here 

about the time the armies of the Revolution were disbanded. 

~e married Nancy McNeel, a daughter of John McNeel , the 

fir s t se ttler of Little Levels Distr i ct. 

Davia Hannah, an early pioneer who settled on Elk 

Chri s topher F.1erold, who .settled on Douthards Creek . 

~enry Rarper, the ancestor of the Harper family, who 

settled on.Knapps Creek about 1812. 

Richard Hudson, who settled on Sitlingtons Creek . 

David James, who settled on Droop Mountain. 

~ohn Jordan , who settled in the Little Levels. 

... a native of Ir el and. 

He 

"eorge Y.ee , a native of Ireland , h h w 0 came ere prior 

to L!OO and settled near Marlinton. 

lei Y.err , who nettled near Creenbank . 

Lanty Lookrld~e , who oet,led on Doutharda Creek . 

• MOOT , \h. oeotor of the l~rge ~oore family 
I P'O,,.tlllf.t. •• Oou'lty I 'I\' 0 1 oH ell on j(rll\p~. Cre k •. r r.vout 1770 . 

ltd.-au htln , .. ~o l:ot. lo1 \., on loh 1 t 0 \Tn r the 
.,11 ton now 11&nda. 

l •. ro , r . ,. aU.v Of 1 I I W 0 a~tl J ne 
l' \. 
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Thomas McHeill, the ancestor of t he l arge Ll cNeill 

fac ily of t he Swage community , who settled in t hi s Count y 

be~ween 176S and 1770 . 

Sampson L. Mathews, who fir s t settled on Swage and 

l a t er moved t o Mill point . He was t he fir s t county surveyor. 

William Nottingham , a navive of England and the an

cestor of t he l~o t t in gham f amily, who settled i n Gr~enbank 

Di s t ri ct , 

J ohn Sharp, a native "of Ir e land, the an ce s tor of one 

br anch of the Sharp f~ily in Pocahonta s C o~~ty, who settled 

at Fr ost in 1802 , 

Will i am Shar p , t he an ce st or of ano ther branch of the 

~naxp fa~ily in Pocahon t as County , who settled i n Hunte r sv i lle 

Dlet r ict about 1 773 . ... 

and 

~ 

Samuel Whit i ng, who with h i s wife came from Engl and 

ettled on Elk ,- His descendent s are now t o be f ound in 

~ree~br1eT County " 

J 

John Yeager , who settled at Tr aveler s Repo se . 

And cueh other names David L. Ruck~an , as William Poage, 

•• ~Qdp'~r. , JOhn Slaven , J ohn Smi th , J ames Ta llman , Jo se,h 

• r, Ju,.. lbugn , Ralph and St. ephen Wanless , Alexan'er 
~11, rhODa. Oren. n , J ohn ~ 

""ackxllft , J ohnoon , Thomas J ohn-
Patr ak 1 \ I • ~.r ,,/ , Rot,f'Tt. DufIle , Th"m Bro k , L "'re-nea 

~lLler nnd m ny ath r . 
r., 'Lh t lUht \.lon I loon o! ur J,'re t'n t \ 1 • \ 1 a • 

if' 1 ~1 r .. 'b 'p ' of t o f • A ft=. Cue Ir 
aryl nd 11 Penneylv,,"'ia, 
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They were either oarried w~en ~~ey ca=e ~~d brcu ht their 

wives along with tte$ or else re~ur~ed ~o the settlement 

for a hel pmate . A come ~s no~ ccw?lete ~it out a cook , 

spinner ~~d weaver. 

. -" - . - ... I 
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CO;1NTY 

! ' '.u ·r.ll D "el1e y . ..0 ......... f:. 
" Vb . J •• or11ntOD , \ •• 

Chapter 5 _ Section 1 
John Collins ~he pioneer , was 

called 

as the 

Lewis collins, son of 

h of all he surveyed". 
the" monaro 

t i and l argest 
strongest , most athle c 

He was regarded 

maD in the county . 

He belted builder and mOwer. 
Be exoelled 8S a d1 teher, fenoe 

1 Id He wa S 
of land and cleared many reS. 

many l arge traots 
Never Bnd jovial dispos i tion . 

also noted tor his good temper 
provoke anyone and, strange to say , he ha d 

waS he known to 

ClOre knoc ~outs than any ODe person o f h i s time in 
pugil1 stie no 

this section . 

--:~AndreW Edm1sto ----: son of James Edmi ston, wa s born in~_ 

1777 . He settled i~e Lower Leve l s near .Locust. In bis 

youtb 8nd early manhood , lilldrew Edmi ston seems to have had 

a consuming passi on for athletic exercises, boxing , wrestling , 

aod reets or muscular enduranoe . There was at that time one 

'l'ho::ea Jot,naO:l , near the head o r Stony Creek, who claimed t o 

tbe cbcmpion bard hitter or that region . He Leard 01' 

youn! tdDlaton 'a exploits 8S en Bthlete , and these exploits c 

0, •• ".4 "'C6 doub t 88 to who was the n best man" . To settle 

,. " •• \.l00 , tho .n.b1 \.loua tl tony l.!r eek obampion sent B ohal-

1_ \0 'Lt •• OhbUip l 0n (I t the l.ower Levels , thnt it' he would 

tat bl 1: ••• 1J14 On4 Out th t t.t b .. lOUt: ho might be the bes t ,. 

\ • Le •• 1. oOu14 .hO~ h 
• t at. ho _aul d /iloon lind himself nOt\bere 

OD a,. C,. It , if t •• JUII \ d.ar 4. to . 110. 
h11!1t1llt up lbere • 

• 1., I _nil h. IIO t. ou t. by 11·h t. ot tt •• 

.... 
• 
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morning stars for i"/est Union . 

near Locus t to 30hn Smith 's, He walked from his home 

oft or more miles , before breakfas t tead of Stony Creek , £1 een 

to dispute the question of '1 best man" with Tom Johnson on 

bis own Stony Creek ground . \H thout stopping fo r breaki'ast, 

he sailed into Johnson . In the first round Johnson l anded 

8 terrifio blow on Edmiston ' s shoulder that d islocated h is 

arm, and ~et be contl~ued the contest unti l he saw his oppor-

unity, and overpowered Johnson unti l he called for enough . 

John Sml t h then took charge of the victor, th e now" best 

::Od.D" on Stony Creek and the Levels, gav e h i m hi 5 break1'as t and 

by noon he was back at Locus t. 
~ - -
~ 

Th e story is told of Joseph Hannah, son of Dav id 

Rbnneh , who lived at the mouth of Looust Creek, the t when he 

_aa e young men he Vias remarkably fleet of foot and very 8C-

!.l"1e 1n his movements . He otten told of B j ump he mad e when 

• praoticol joke Vies pleyed on him . The joke Was played 

lcbnrd tilll , Adam Bumgar dner, one Mullins and a colored 
7 

n ,,1\ "",ick . 
"ho jokers explained to Dick ,vllot I tley were 

p ' 0 on4 10k at" rfully f'l'Ot,1sed ~ ... "at 
\oV his part . 

a8U] , n allo t WtUS f1red 1'l.'Otn umbush . 
.1'1. tul 

1 '''"l~ll •• 1· 
Outory , rolled fllld ktckod ubout 

o 

\1h1le the 

Di ok roll 

1 n seemi ng-

4 I 
• ,'0 j I'h lJununh fl .' .... lo\';ard!\ the house 
ully . .:h II I, t l r Out-1e to b unuer-
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and i
t was forty-two feet from 

stood , the leap was 
measured 

waS 
fond 01' telling his friends 

treok. to traok. 
Mr. nannah 

Decree meant what record 

the t he bed" jumped the decr
ee l1

• 

1n reces 
and athletic games . 

In jumping "the "decree" 

DOlf lo8anS 

he "'broke the record", by two feet . 

son of David Hannah , 81'. } married 

David hannah, Jr. I 
;:;lk. He was very interesting 

settled on 
.-.er&aret Burnside end 

the war of 1612 . He had 

from ,he fact that he had been off to 

60 interesting way of rele ting hi 5 adventur es and Vias fon d of 

telling ahout the wer e 
He \·185 at his best when t elling about 

!lOW be uit \'1hen aroused one morning before dey to g et ready 

for e n attack., 85 t he Brl tish were reported 85 coming . HiS 

hat kept felling off as -he marched unti l it became so troublesome 

,,;he t b6 ?'a9 determined to find out the reason why it 'would no t 

a~6Y on his head . 
:/hen the troops halted , he examined hi s 

hoei and found the hairs were al l an end, stiff as brist les, ~nd 

ere ~J.hln& the hat off 85 fast as he could put it on . The 

1r }t 

H .U be 

• • d 

• .... 

autt until the order was gi ven to l'eturn to camp , wh en 

• • Umber nou ',h und. the bl:l t .... as no mOl'e trouble • 

':.6tt r ... da tbtl\. the "'hal soheme \;tiS to tryout 

1 '.r • U> tl 4. oUl hovi they \~ould oonduot the ~el \' es 

,tl • . 1. ~ • lloa.r J;orfolk. . 

r tIt\ r t 11111 uo e u t hi s 

r 11 D term r o~vloe 
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by fev er a nd ,;iven up 6S a crit -
pro s t r ated -

d Wor e ,'iven not to let him 
1 u1 c:Jse, L :'l 

ve r y st r ic t or erS ~ -
He notlct::d t l: et t here 

~,e 3 drop of u~y h i ng cool t o d rink . 

;-.ns v;~l ske~' nnd wa t e r on the t a ble for the nurse ' 5 use , and he 

let e r ::J.ined to bev e sOloe a t a ll hazilrds . 
The &ttendant came 

to h i e and found t he young sold. ier so v/eak and stupid that be 

d to 
Imow nothing a nd v:as unable even to li.f1.. his hend . 

see~e 

.;l0 t :te hos p1 t a l man t hought thel'e wo uld bre no risk to run were 

t.e to leave the bottle and pitcher on t h e t a ble \,.'h ile he \'Io u ld 

.s~e? ':lu t :f"o r t=. 'Jreatb o f fresh air. . 1. 5 soon a s his beck was 

-:._ r ::.ed , the 3ick soldier cr a\". led to t h e t a ble , Ill ixed t he liquo r 

~d water, drnnk unt il-he coul d drink no more Bnd then cre~led 

~ci!:. to hi s bunk. \.berr the nur s e retu rned , he was s~p:;:ised 

. 0 rind his patient apparently asleep Bnd the skin showing a 

- e !~ncy to co1stu r e, . Fi nally t he sweat broke and when the 

e seeme much pleased with doeto~ ceoe to loo~ at his 1',tl ent h d 

• CNL~ e in his condition • 

.. You were 19bty near gone , o ld f e l low, and i f we had 

t opt ol! _&ter (Hay from you , wLere wou l d you be now?" 

• t 0 ht tlO would hove been "'uch b t ... e ter off end wou ld 

04 1I to tD 1~ly , 1. d tt n • b, n loft n ~t-.e 

r ro _ 
~r. •• h. , • -\ n1u • '0 Eot str n'or, 

r 0 t \ or l.a .1 'ht . 

• ~""\"r r . , • n ,1~u a tp 
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~lld a pioneer of .. est ".a rlinton, v.hose log cabin stood several 

t,undl ed ,.r
us 

bel aY! .I":e brid~e, near • large walnut tree , He set out to 

.. e lost his way t.eard that corn bad matured in ,.ichol
as 

county • 

brin- in sooe of the Nicho l a s corn for seed . 

in Black l~ountain and ·"es bewildered for nine days, having 

no hIn to eat most .. 6f. __ the ... ·time . 
In his desperation he tried 

e oors
el 

of .gerter sna ke but could not swallow it, and he con-

eluded that he bed rather die than" eat such eatings as that " 

;On Calling to • home , he ~as jus t able to move end sca r cely 

aUe to oa"e th e mist ress unde rstand what had happened . Sh e 

ut once pr oceeded to prepare e bountifUl mea l, thinki ng a mao 

as huu&l'Y as he would. "hever k..l)O\\' when to quit . 
In the mean-

tine the mcster ca~e in and countermanded al l th1· S 
preparat i on , 

hin nu sh to be boiled and a Ii ttle 
a~1 directed a little 

• 1 1 rul1k to be brou~bt in _'roCl ·h .... I. e spri ng house . He pre -

:e1 8 . eucer of oush end milk and gav e the strang er one 

n~ 1 1 t hen 'nutted ror results . • 
In a few l!li nute s there 

8 urbence and it looked t. • (!; v10lent emetic d1 t as il' h e wer e 

• 

• 

u'L \0 tan 1n ide t ou . ,,'hen th is subsided a 11 ttle more 

1,l'1.ur 0 nCD \ von , with more fllvorable .. resul ts, "nd 

.' pIlJI·. ot hun ",or v.Ol'U 30ne\'.'hut. uppotlsed . 

in • 

" a.oar "")1 .. ,:), 01 1 O\.It. 101' . 1 uOIDtJ uuY13 un he 1"lnally 

\ I orn, , 

;... :: ~'I •• 'n " • \.(,)'«n of rUnt 11 . 
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\, 'r,o lived on lillepps .... reek about ninet y Peter Li ghtner , 

ears 
always been in a go od humor . ab o was s nid to have 

He 

t horsemen ad h is time , and perhaps 
~as one of the most exper . 

. horses as any other of realized as much ready change swappIng 

his cit i zen contemporaries . He could come as near making a 

f old dilapidated fr amework or an new and a young horse 0 an 

animal as 1 f one t o do who he s ever made a \'.'85 possib e or any 

busines s dealing in horse- f l esh . 

James ~harp was a member of the Count y Court unde r the 

old arrangement, and was held in high esteem ror his patri otism 
, 

and strict , scrupulous integrity . lie \'Ia s much in the ha b i t of 

ha~t1ng at th e proper ~~ason , not only fo r the sport , bu t as a 

Q8 t te r of bUS iness , for the proceeds were useful in bartering 

for femily su pplies f or the comfort and sustenance of his house-

bo14 , ribi le l iving at his first home on Cummings 6reek , he had 

u veri sensationa l adVentur e on Buckiey ~..;MountaiD . It was gr ow-

lrlf) lute end '1'1&8 near time to pu t out for home . He was passing 

1~1. rely whttn b panther suddenly mounted a l og in f ront of him . 

Ro at.oL ho on11'1hl bu1. • y;han the slnoke clea~'ed awa y , another 
eL 1n tho _8 a Illtto 

on loho loS . Thi s happened nine time s 
i.4 hun\.t 'bnC81110 I 

111m 0 tH,J'10k n tma J'an homo . 
.. ~ 

rl I!. " nl t~t LhD ro" .In' 
.' \I l' or loh 

Socet1c8 

J,uok tollow d hi s tl'oil to 
II rllnp 011 (. 

'l'h~ ntl .k t morn1 uti I r . 

I 
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~har p went to the spot where he had fired the nine shots , and 

beheld nine pan thers and every shot had to l d with fate l effect . 

It ap:peared that thel'e were seasons when these an i ma l s went i n 

packs of fifteen o r twenty end this happened to be ODe of the 

seasons . 

Wi lliam ,d. . Gum. came from Highl and County ( then Pendleton ) 

L:::1d located at the Redden place near Greenbank in 1831 . In 

le~l ~X . Gum moved to Ba ck Allegheny and settled there . The 

.81 be ceoe to have a middle name is a little out of the usua l 

order . ..he n uunkum &'- Co . had 8 store at Dunmore , William 

-
J~as a liberal customer . There wa s another ',-;-m . Gum from 

1..;.e vlc1nl"ty of Greel'!.,,~a nk , and tile me rchant to note the dirfer 

ee end not get their accoun ts mixed , called the one from 

ac:~ .... lleShe:ly " j";illiam .t>.lleBheny II on tis books . In settling 

be bed j . Gum s ign his name Vli lliam A • 

• 
1 

• tenoe ho ulwuya signed his nsme so in business affairs 

in cOlr~apondence . ,jo he GO t his middle nalna ",i"llegil enY" 

,.r\.,,: 11e !lDCUIIO til ',Town mon . "e find the t many 01" t he 

efa 0\ '~elr lib 01 from 01uou9 i • n or noar where they 
~ . 

o hI tlttl. Iooounty Hi 
~r . 'I ,M. 

• 



• 

over 

. . 

--- Ull!en SelCbt T .. -
'------------),'tfrlin en:! SeW'el;! 

Land ~ere ~rlin· 
te.ndB 

settlirs of 
Sarl Historv of 

men 
wendered from Frederick county, Virgir,ia 

In the Ilutumn of 1748 a demented 
the terr:toJ"Y of Gr eenbrier or poeaho

nt
8.1 • 

into what is no. 'supposed to the 

c ounties and returned . 

Although a supposed'lunatic he had sufficient method i n 

hie f1'\!I.dnsSB to give e. description of h i s trip and the county he sa_ . 

1hi. roport induced Jacob ~arlin and stephen Sewell to jour ney to the Country 

in 1?50 . Afte r croBsing the Allegheny mount8.IllS B and following the wetere to the 

c:outh of Knapp ' S Creek in what is nOW pocahantas county , they l ocated and built 

a cabin . Soon after deffic ulty arose between them and Sewell moved out a few 

yaros t.nd established himsel f a hollow tree, after which they live'd amicably for 

sCl::le ti:ne es neighb vrs end, were found ·thus l iving when John Lewis and his son 

(afterwards General Andrew Leiiia) carna west as agents for the Greenbrier Land 

Coopar.y , in 1751. Sewell after"'a r ds moved a few miles farthe r "tie st to "Sewell 

},!ounhins" where he wes killed by the I ndians. Uarlin is said to have gone back 

to Vb"ginia . l!arlin' s Botto!DS and Sewell Mountains still t hefr names. 

In the year 1751 or 2 John Ulrich Swope who was born· th ~D e Old ~uchy and . 

S-;rabia, Germany d . / 8I\' re~.sed in Lancast er C nt ou y, Pa. followed up Jacksons river 

an1i Dunlap ' s creek snd m)saing t he Knobs in "onroe~ounty h 
III L 

w ich siUl be!'!.re h'e 

hA:=-e •• ent d own into! Wolf C~ YD <. '" _ ... Creek val d ". y an entered is "hatchet right" ar~ a£ hie 

r.A::Je on a beecb tree neer a spring now owned by the heirs of Co-neliu. 
n.t. he c. t..=.o beck. he • Leoch . 

decided to build sbout 300 yards farther west st· what is 

In this hou se h· 
II: r,oYr.. 0' pr • • tlnt III ' he .. " Conner . ~s Bon ~ithael Swope was Spring" • 

~rr. (,11 t.}1. 21'h .. ctu y or Itrnnse Sept . t 1753. nl it may appear that h ouse has 

ann 18 ;1n tI. '~lendid sta.te of preservation . 

who "*10. tl orn 
Ilnd who 'Kaa th a grand-

by tht Indiana in tha )8ar 

.'I~. r ) . .. ' ~ Olftn 

.r .. • Th.r. 1, no doubt about 

\ ah. 
li t. & t. t h U d I '(.rn in South'rn •. V • • it I"ot ia , 



some years ago among the older inhabitants a tradi tionel history 

there was 8. girl baby born to some other settle r that was the first white 

the new territory, b .t, if so , who she was and where she was born has 

lost. 

The ~arlinton Mees~nger---August 16, 1907 

• 



Lillian Belch~ 

• Pocahontas Co . and Gr eenbrl.!! -
, !pe scotch- I ria! 

the Greenbriar ani 
In regard to the: early •• ttlera on 

, ' 1 h.' ... ot .. of with a sraat deal of 

it, -.ate", I haY. gone 

interest. 

ov.r the rec orda that ~ 
a permanent settlement that I can 

find on the Greenbrier 

The fint record of 

In a suit ot Kincade va. CW'lnlngh~_ in the Augusta 
Circuit c ourt it ap-

1a this I 

" 

urv.y made on the Gr eenbrier in October 
Landers settled OD a. peare that Chriet ian 

./'t •
• it ... made Lander. mode what ne called a "Tomahawk Improve-

1'151, very aoon • 

ment", that is, killed t he treei etc., and in 1'153 John and Robert Fulton raised 

four acr .. of forn on tbe:1mprOvement. The place ia about the Renick Settlement in 

Greenbrier, and is the same land on which Williq, Renick lived and owned in 1802. 

Jamee burnside wa~ living with the Fultone there in 1'153 and was "digg ing ginseng. 

In th is suit there are aome other depoe it ions in r egard to settlementa on the 

. Greenbrier t he moet inter esting of which ie one of Eve Johnston in which she tes-

tifi .. that she waB living on the GreenbrUr in 1'153 within one mile of Christian 

Landers improvement. The Landers improvement 18 what i8 kno.n in the suit a8 the 

.Spring Lick" tract, and was sU~8yed for the Greenbrier 90mpany on ,t he 6th day 

of October, 1751. 

s nOl' Uar inton-- Oc:tobe r Stp, · 1851.: Thie was the day after the survey at . hat i 1 

Thu, however, was what i.e now Green"'ri. , County . N e ear ly as e a rly, it not 

•• early. people ha~ settled permnently i n wha! ie not Pocahontas . llarl1n and 

S.w.ll were at ~rlinton in 1749-50 but ther, i, no record, 80 tar ae I know, or , 
b:tpro'ument', even II. -Tomahawk i mprovement- -then or elsewhere on 

t.h.Or .. n'or ia r, By 1760 Md v . , ery pr9'oably several y.... i • pr or to that time I Whe re 

•• r. l,"'l.nl 1 n what. 11 now Poeahont.. • county NaptborWa Gr. •• o·y •• d '\ • ..... raarl.ly I (for 

.. c. 'nappa"l.pa-~r .. i. b nalllad) \Ul11 .. t. , am Warw1ck, Andre. Stilli ~ ~ 
,..,."icsk , IIUI h. Wileon "0" n, John 

, Yo •• s Uooro and others . Uoaea Mo a re lived on Knopp. 

r .. 1 \1 111" I " on ... u born 
And jn an anaw.· r • 0 Jacob ~~rw1c i. 

. ~ ... . ... - -- .. -..... ~-... --..: 



Stllli~ton married hiB mothe r ·when .. young man· . TrCID what reco rda I can g et 

I '\.hin 'k . his wee about 1'150-55. Certainly not later 'than nll,e later dat •• 
Anyhow, . 

• • early a. 1761, vay 20th, in Augusta County parish Vestry Book page 332, an 
-

Orphan, Mary Garvin , is bound -':0 Andrew stillington, al'd l.i8 wife. 
I t.bink be ... 

then li ving on the Greenbrier . I am sure that he and the Wanricke wer;e living on 

the Greenbrier the next year, when on February 17tb, 1'162, at a County Court ot 

Auguata County , ~he following order was madel 

Ordered t hat t he foll owing orphans be bound out, William lIeek to Wi lliam Warrick; 

WAry Meek to Andre. stillingtonj Margaret to James Wal ke r; James Ueek to William 
, 

'1ileoni Jane ),(eek d o L!.088S ).Ioore. 

And on Llarch l6tb, · 1768 ~ shortly before Andrew Stillington left the Grhnbrier 

the following order wae entered in Augusta County Order Book No. 11, Page 503, 

-Cathe rine whitman bount to Andrew S,tillingtoni Jacob Whitman to Jacob Warwick~; 

.nd eat piae' Whitman to James Gregory ." 

Thi, Gr ego ry I euppose WBe a son of Napthalum Gregory died here sometime about , 

1 '162, On August 18th, . 1762 hie wife Uary qualified •• ". dminietratrix of her de-

c ... ed husband lla.pthalum Gregory,- and on the 20ith the suit of N~. Gregory va. 

s u phen .. n.on 'Wa~ d1am,iseed on ac:ount of plaintiff'. death . 

On the next day , August 24th , 'We got our f~~ .t ...... c ounty officer when -Archibald 

C1 denrdn 1-1 .wo1nted constable on the - 'later . of the Gre enbrie r.- But we lost 

bw tbt un year - on July 15th 1763 h h , - wen e wall ldlled by the band of Indi.M. 
\~eft on \~tr •• y to the Ke rr. Creek" .. assacre which occurred 

• 

W. 1 ••• (1) 

POc&hont.. Tima. 
loLar1111t.on " . \ Va. 

-

July 17. 

Uarch 15, 1914 
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Nelle Y. McLaughli n 
Second .".ve . 

hiDrl1
nt? ;;;.Jv':roX~ 

':nujJ",..,r ,- ~CQ-£~ gil ~ 

Tired of the monotony of tbe sheltered homes 

lands, 1t was the custom at tbe early pioneers 

and walk westward. rifle, an axe, Bnd aD augur 

of the low 

to take a 

On arriving 

h d and the streams flow-at a place where the moun t a ins c aoge 

ad toward the west, each pione~r se t about l ooking over the 

~8st wooded domain for a place to make a home. Ever ything 

W88 open to him . He wandered f r om stream to stream Bnd 

observed the character of t he land, the kinds at trees, 

presence at springs. Finding an ideal place, he marked 

some trees nearest the springs and set to work to c lear a 

tield tor a corn crop. .".tter this, some corn was planted 

and be set to building a house at logs. With his axe and 

his augur he built a one room house with clapboard roof with-

out the use ot a single nail or other iroD. The floo r was; 

earth and there were no windows. A puncheon door ~wung on 

wooden hinges and waB se cured by a bar Bnd 8 latch with a 

atring. 

By the time the corn was reised and ready to leave 

to ripen, the pioneer walked baok t o the 
lowlands to get his 

, •• 11, an~ they trailed him bao" 
!\, wi tb 8 OOW or hoo, seldom a 

bora., ond .tarted 11re 1n their ne" home . 

1 -I. under dirforent _ . 
OirOUtnstonoop \tbot John 

.. , •• 1 o •• blr. troa troderiOk 
OOunty , Virgin1a i n tbe 

.t 17 :. . .~ •. ft. ot PUPU11UO 
tamporQlon t QnCl 

rlod IrOm hl, hOltlo 

vaar 

foaring that 
"_'n eD .nt.sonlit • 

U e. I. t llo •• a lb, 

• 

tlnd baoalUe a 

lr.na or the All'lhln1,. anel 
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OBmB in sight of the Levels. 
gol ng deeper 1nto the wilder ness, 

i mpr esse
d with the fertile land, fine 

He weS so favorabl y 
general outlool< of a goodly plaoe in wh10h to 

timber, and 
1 

between where the gate at 
dwell, that le pitched h S oamp 
the r oad n01'l 1s and the Ma ttheW J ohn McNeel re s idence. 

One day whi le hunt ing for venison , he met Charles 

and Jacob Kinni son , natives of h1 s home land, who brought him 

the gl ad tidings tha t the man he thought he had killed, had 
He inv ited the Klnnisone 

recovered and was i n good heal th . 

to share bis camp and aided them in selecting a home Site 

About t his t i me ~ohn McNeel built 
adjoining hi S t ract. 

himself a oabin near where the Matthew John McNeel residence 

noW stands and near 8 wonderful spring in tha t locality. 

Then these three men returned to t he lower valley 

of Virgini a . It was on this visit that John McNeel marr ied 

Martha Davis lI'h.o was born in Wale s in 1740. Soon after thei r 

ma rriage , they came to the Little Levels to make their" home. 

They brought with them a Welch Bi ble which was owned by the 

late Josepb B. UcNee l, son of Capt. \,J 1.« L U'h 8mb McNeel. This 

wes t he f i rst Bible known to anyone to have been br ough t to 

the wotere ot tbe Gr eenbrier. 

John MoUe el ~as so deeply impressed with the sense 

or COd ' . provtdent1al oare th t Q I in gratttude to Him 

b\tl1 \. \.OG I1h l \.0 Polo ohuroh " Us on the hill. set. a 8 
J,t","eol jamO l ory . p rt t'rom 'the 

Uo J()t nao. t.ho oxpo(1i Hon 1.0 
1''''- lit ,..l.urnQQ P01nt Pleasant Oot. 10 

homo ror 0 ,hor t I. I 

lD • ~ n)' t o r ott 1n r ro4«u'UUt 1mo tl nd thou enlisted 
Ooun ty Virginia d u.ring the 

• • -. • 
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Revolution . 
tradi

tion inrorms us that while John 
A pathatio 

MoNeel waS at Point Pleasant , a child was borD and died, 

before his r eturn . th -lth her o~n hands made tbe 
The mo er " .. 

oott!n, dug the gr ev e and buried tbe child. 

About this same year, 1?65 , the rigurs or B tall, 

stalwart, broad-shouldered man could have been S8eD standing on 

top of 8 wild and rugged knoll, high abov e tb e North Fork. Cree!!., 

8 short distance east ot the junotion of Nor tb Fork and Deer 

Creek. He was probably alone exoept for his long rifle which 

be leaned upon as be watched the glorious scenes that stretohed 

before blijl . 'Chis lone pioneer was John V/ar wlok . He was one 

of those daring men who, as the tide ot emigration started 

westward , bad left his ramily and f rlqnds and after many days or 

hunting and exploring, had re8cheu t.l..U:;I jUJlctluu vi' North Fork 

e nd Deer Creele. 

The soene so i mpresse d John Warw iok that he concluded 

to build a home and found a settlement on ~he waters ot Deer Creek . 

After taking a tomahawk ri ght, whioh oonsis ted of blazing a rew 

trees and building 8 rude shack , he set out fo r his home in East 

Vir g1n1a, to tell his people of the magnificent oountry he had 

c:11aoovered . 

Immed1ately with his sons An ' , drew, John , Jr., and \','m ., 

he peraueded a large b num er or settlers to acoompany him to 
Deor Crl}Ok Vall ey . The oountry throuorh -h1oh 0 " they traveled 
'11'01 0 "'114 Bnd 1rnponet.rnble forest ," tho oevor axe or the pioneer had 

OOunChu1 hero ond overy milo of the way wns b63e t 11'1 tb 

, , 
• I -.-



• A 

-4-

danger from Indians. But the pioneers did not 'knOW the meani 

of fear. The- settlers moved in Bnd the settlement began to 

Now the Indians began to be troublesome so the ' settler 

deoided to build a fort. The fort was planned by .Andrew Warwi 

but built by the settlers. This fort was built in circular 

and the roof was oovered with sods and dirt to prevent fire f 

the enemy. This 1'ort was used a s e hiilme for many of 

who often lived 1'or weeks yoi thin its walls. For many years it 

mained a famous fort on the f r ontier, and withstood many Indian 

attacles. It was situated at the forks of North Fork and Deer 

Cr eele on an elevation of ground that commands a view of the 

surrounding country, now i n t he west end of the field of F. H. 

ilerw.lck . 

. .. 
, \ 

-



FocahontaB COUNTY 

• 
Cl gyman res1d1ng 1n the Count,. 

We, John S. Blaine, a T!ilman 'res1d1ng 1n the same 
ot pooahontas, and Benjamlnt "s are'well aoqua1nted with 
Oounty, hereby cert1t)', tha ibed and s"orn to the above 
John Brndehaw, who ha~ ~~~:~r him to be 72 years ot age i that 
deolaratlon; thatdw~el~eved where he reB1des, to have been 
he Is reputed, an 1 t10n and that .. e concur 1n that _ a soldier ot the Ravo U , . . 

opin1on. l 

Sworn, and subscribed, the day and year atoresa1d. 

JOflll 5. BLA IIlE 
BENJAUlN TAI.J.J!All. , 

- -

And the eaid Court do hereby declare the ir op1nlon 
atter the 1nvest1ga t10n ot the ma tter, and atter putt1ng 
the interrogatories prescribed by the War Department, -that 
the above named applicant was a Revolutionary soldier, and 
eerved as he sta teB. And the Oourt turther certities that 
it appears to t h em that John S. Blaine, "ho has signed the 
preceedlng certiticate, is a Clergyman, resident 1n the 
county ot Pocahontas, and, that Benjamin Tallman, who has 
also slgned t he same, 1s a resident 1n the same County 
and 10 a credible person, and that their sta tement 10 ~n- ' 
tltled to credit. 

• 
'. 
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• 
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At lem;th Dunmore I 9 war broke out and Ur . 1ieNeel , tosether 
\-:'it.=. hiS :1elshbore , the Ken:'lisonS, repaired to Camp Union, enlist ed and 
acco:lpanled General Lewis to point Pleasant, where they participated i n 
the bloody battle of october 10 , 1774 . ouring their absence a child of 
ur. 1!cNeel died, and the mother constructed a rude coffin, dug a narrow 
e;rQve, and r.lth her own hands laid the infant away to rest. This was 
t!le first child born within the limits of Little Levels District. 

The sold1ers returned but not to remai n . The atrugg,le bet t'leen 

~\.. / -i1'W "uJo'/"" , 
r.;yJ.? EARLY SETTLERS", PA5"j· to . JI. q~ ,L().'1 p-

\) v-'H« .'./"./~ ,U 
thin6

B 
were got ten ready. the journey !:lade fLl1,d the final ho;ne 

.-as renched. t feW acreS of land were cle"red, and then,L!r . llcNeel 
recembe

r
1

n
5 hi. duty to Clod, with h1. own hands r eared a small 106 

cab1.n in ..... hlch hlm and hiS neie,."l1.bore might Vlorship. This temple 
eedic.ted by its builder to the worship .... of the Builder of the Universe ~Be ce.ll

ed 
the White pola Church, and wBe, in all probability, the first 

e\ye:" erected west of the Allegheny Mountains . 

the Mother 60untry and her A.llerlcan Colonies was rapidly vergi ng to a 
crisis, and they at once crossed the mountains and joined the patriot 
an::lY I in which they served until they saw the thirteen feebl e col onies 1 
of 1776 the r ecogni zed. nation of 1783. From these sturdy pion eers· ther 
are to be found to-day within pocahontas County some of n-r t b 

• tie.l ,1tt1 b '" - mas au - , ..tc:,,}oan
r
! ~ zep. whoAbeap one name of .l~eel and Kennison . ... . _C-b ' ~. u.<-, ,:--<_ {;bu{<.. /k-Wf~a-<-~ ;f./Kd?.- In ~ 

PETER LIClHTNER. / ' 

Pocahontns ~~~~y~iret~:: tlas among the first settlers in what i s now 
part of the State. _~ German- Dutchman and came from the east ern 

Creek. and was a great blessing to th . He located on Knappe 
6et .. le. Prio:' to his coming there wer: country which he came to hel p 
a d istance of nearly one hundred mil no mills nearer than Staunton 
7r.l£ was too far to go to mill s t~B through a trac¥~e86 Wilde~e6~ 
for bread . The molie was s impl~ 0 Ale people prepared the i r oVin corn · 
18.r~e bl.ock or cut was take~ whl. h ,.:E.e tree .was felled, from which 

;'f'l.T:. w:. C~~~:~1~\nlt we.~ Pla~ed\~n e~~a~~Q f~~n~n~/~s probably a:· 
tor:cd . Prom th1s the c~t an~ so managed that an 1nverte~e cabi~, then 
":0' ,:"~r".dy for use A ElrTe coals Viere taken end th II cone v,as r.on:.r.(",e~ until it ~as ~eck or more of shelled 0 e hominy block

ll 

t:aktt. Cr. Lie,ht r,er t srea.uced to coarse meal fr~m ~ was put i n and 
(r(;c'l.cc.'! a. c l l.l , and G.l~~minB to the commun1t.y r em ·ii~h bread was then 
~~1~' or mo r e t hey can ougn Some of the Pioneera

ea 
e all this. He 

,.111 H . D 1 00r. ed on Yo sldcred it an easy taek had to come thirty 
tJ"tfI.'t.t.I'-O t.i.f!o r Chn.ne.~~~Ps Creek Elnd nlthout;h ~o provide bread . This 
o to r",1r.~1.1 on find n 1.1' brClflt h u pon t he site any I mnny years have 
o .. , ,"VtT ... t.M" 1\. orleo 110(.' of t h e r ace still I yet a. portion of the 
fu ,til • .,hCt 1.0 t.u r-x1 oted . l!r . Lil!)l t r emnin to inform t.h 

M1 801 0. 1t to Henry Hn~~~r80ld this t1l111. to J~hn 
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JOHl~ BR-o.PS\IJ\.W AND JOHN HARNESS, THE FIRST PEDDLER 

~ other earlY pioneer was John Bracshaw , who reared his cabin ~ome on the site where Huntersville, formerly the County seat,n

oW 

stanos. Soon after he located, the people of Bath County constructed 
a "Gon road from WaTIII sprine,S, throuf!,h the mountains, to hie hOuse. 
ThiS waS the first public road ever opened within the present limits 

of pocahontas County . 
Soon after the openin!!. of thiS thorouf!,hfere, a man named J ohn Har-

ness beGan hauling goodS from staunton into these mountains for the 
1'''11'ose of treding with the settlers. He made his headquarters at the 
house of llT. Bradshaw , and here he opened out his stock in trade, which ~,.s largely msde up of salt, coffee, powder, lead, a few pieces of 
ceUco and other srticlee . Here he would be met by the huntere, whO 
brouGht in their pelts, venison, 5i nsene" etc ., and exchane,ed for what 
t"'Y ",oet needed . From thiS fact the place became known as Huntereville 
s neme which it heS ever since retained. It waS at the home of thie ' 
•• ~e Eradsh

aw 
that the first County Court ever held for pocahontas County 

conyenec. on 1tarch 5th I 1822 . ~ ~?;k. .f' ~~~ 
JACOB I"IARWICK . -V" ............. )U/'~ 

One of the earlieet settlers 1n that portion of Bath C t 
noW included in pocahontas county was Ja b W oun y southeastern part of Virginia and his fiCOt arV/ick. He came from the 
River. He o,med a Great many ~laves . rs settlement wae on Jackson 
noW y~own as the Clover Lick Ferm hea~n after he .patented the lands :~tioved several of hiS slaves to the la~~e out ann built a house, then .~~rove ~t. Among the number was one kn for t~e l?urpose of havin!!. them 
ac<snce of l.!r. Warwicl< acted as < .0V.'11 as 010 Ben': who in the _orerean or ~eneral manaGer . 

. A quantity of stock was -oroue)lt :~r, es and cottle "ere rur.nine; at 1 out,a;>d eoon vast numbers of 
.'.e proprietor ca~e out to the farma~lbe in tne forest. On one occasion 
a.nd one rooming 6.uring, his t 0 see r.ow the work was <ne stream to selt the catt~ ay, he and Ben rode some three p~~e;reS6inB' ~< had not proceeded fer Wh:;' ~~ich ,·,hen done they started ~o ~s t

UP 

.• aoroeh . But one bell t ey were fired upon b e urn , 
horse upon wh~ch lAr . werw~Ok ef~ect and that pierced ~ha bru:

d 

of Indians 
onc. recovered himself .ck rone. The horse fell t the booy ~f the 
tne hou •• in safet ann the two dashed awa 0 e e;rouna but at 
horR. fc~l dead . ~~ ~t Juot as they x<r y.at full ~peed, and renched ~tanHn6 in the yord ' .arwio~ mount ed ano~!~;h reinec. up the wounded 
.en Bl'tt."red the 010 ' and roae poot haete to J' ich happened tn be 
f'f't::a1.nod ur.tll nll aves a.'1d t ook refuge in th acksons river, while 1 ~ . en there anger "/8.B passed e mOUl'1ta lno doe 

..... "'.,, . l"rU8 t 
~ .. _ _ II • Rio 

hOOlf1l" I:> e 
• Couoh 
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}!'rom 1865 to 1910 there ~!ere 

, .' .,.t. \ 'Ln-

' / 

Juanits s. Dl11ey 

Clover Lick , W.Va. 

Pocahontas County 

Uay 21, 1940 

Ch. 4 section 5-8-2 

no great waves of popul-

here continued to move west, and othetian g~owth . People trom 

t1 d to come in. After era con nue l umber oporatloDsbegan , lurnber_ 

came here to wo~k in the woods. but many me n from other s t ates 

when the lumber company moved . The of them moved on el sewhere 

census for 18'70 was 4,069, an~ .b.y 1 900 had inceeae e d to 8.572. 

However. the groi"!th had been gradual and continual. 

~/e got a few foreigners after the coming of the rail 

r oad. but most of thsr:::t Vlarea assimilated into the gener al pop

ulation, because there 'I".'ere no groups large enough to form 

much of 8 colony of their own. 

The freed slaves slaves d~d not cause any special dls -

turbanc8e, as most of the slaves in this county were of the bet_ 

ter cls88 of negroes. They 8i ther stayed on 8e servants to thaj r 

~ormer masters or settled near by. Where wns no Ku Klux Klan 

or88n' znt10n 1n the county after the (.;i vil War. If anyone i n 

the county belonged to the organiZation they belonged else\"/here . 

There wae one band of l18ffroee from Hoth CO\Ulty Va . l"/ho 

bOU,f'ht lond in PO ClJ hontoe around 1870 , ond f' or~ed the 11 ttle 

.. ,ro 1It.1.1oment ot UrOl'lI1ebu:rg , ebout 5 miles from 1.1arlinton . 

flao •• who camo WOro: Jamol) ". JnOkaon, 

• 'laOD. "Ul lum '~lhon . .,. ..... HOWb rd 'l'lbbl. 

1 • • 

tiorry lJoDo\Vell 
• Nothan 

l'h~htln Who(llor, .uonjuflIln Truet . Rice 
(.'h111"108 30 tit 

o • nna~ ---~ .. \'Ihoeler . Eaoh 



of them brought his family . In 1878, they petitioned the county 

for a school, and it was granted . Later there came to this 

community , James Wilson, William Kenny, Joe Fox, George Wash -

ington , MAx Boggs,and Joe 1l ilson. 

This colored community, at the present time, has a good 

s ch ool , a church . electric lights, and very good country roads . 

They have alwa~s been peaceable and upright citizons of the 

county . 

Calvi n Price helped me with 

this materiAl . 
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t b 3 - slaves 
Chapter 4 - Par . 

'~ventor y end appra l smen t 
or ~vld Hannah Oct . 5, 1826. 

ot the estate u<" 

In the .... ' , 

I $100 ~ 00 
1 bleck boy CHarles - - - -

'360 . 00 
1 • • James - -

1 • • Bob - - . 400 . 00 
- _ _ 420 . 00 

• Dick - - - - - -
1 • _ - 300 . 00 
1 • girl sa.ll - - - - .- -

Apprai 5IllElnt of e state of TyrUs Perk1ns - Aug . 28 , 1830 

1 blefck girl 
- 1 .. boy 

1 • • 

'Na.ncy _ - - - $300 . 00 . 
James _ - - - ~ - 300. 00 

_ 150. 00 James - - -
{ son ot Na.ncy~ 

1 

3. EStete of John Sharp - Oct . 25, 1830. 

1 negro woman Nancy - - - - - - - $163.09 
1 .. boy Ned - - - - - - - - 225 . 00 
1 .. .. George - - - - - - - 140 . 00 
1 ,. .. Reuben - - ' - - - - - 88. 00 
1 ,. .. James - - - - - - - - 63 . 00 

Instead of being sold the ~leves of John Sh·e.rp were h i red out . Na.."loy and } er 
, . 

sone, JeJ:l6S and P.eubSJ? hired for one yeer by Thomas Geli'or d for $11 . 00 . Geor ge 

h.1.rBd far on e yeer by James Sharp for 50 cents end Ned hired for one year by Sarah 

<to. In bill of eele of propert'y'Qf Robert Beele Feb. 19 , 1833 Mary Beale bought 

1 bl1!ck girl J ulia ~- - : _ - $66 . 00 • 
e. 1%1 the w111 of Jos e ph Woodd ell: 

; . 

~ negro woman L1~. 1 allow ~o be. a ppralsed and ODe of my f our daughters to 

uk. her. flit the apprs1aed value. 

W, DOCTo man , Chftrle. t o be meintn 1ned by my son, James . 

J. ." ,..1-..11\' or property or Andrew M. I II. 1IVI14 . . Gflte'«)od who hOod willed e.11 ot hi8 I!leves 

1 t fIIEI"O _n 
I • • 
1 t..('1 
I • • 
1 • • 
I • 
I • 
1 • •• • 

Hill .... - - - - - -$400 . 00 
1·t"r1 ........ - ..... 2f\0 . OO 
Lhl ....... - • "" ~7~ . OO 
bI.~1 ............ - 1eo.OO 
l~rr,. .. - ........... ' 1DO 00 :JU.l ........... _ _ :!.o:oo "1--- __ ... __ noo 
MJr.rtlltl .................. ltlO : OO 
al III .. .. .. ... .. .... 11ft . OO 

, 

, 
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POCAHONTAS COUN TY 

~l~ 

of t ile p ioneer Samuel. 
John Waugh was a son 

Chapter 5 - Section 3 . 
The Rev . 

',!jaugh. He was • s kill ful worker in metals . His speo-

01" t be most tne ma nufac t ure 01' hoes , onB 

hi time, when , wi t h many pe rsons , it 
useful implements in S 

l a1 ty s ee med to be 

culti~atl ng a crop and worki ng a 
was t he main re l iance in 

garden . d i temperi ng axes - a nother i mHe also excelle n 

of prec ious v'alue and es s ential use in preparing 
plament 

t he l and for cul t ivation . 

t Jeremi ah Friel was t he son of Dani el O' Fr l el, a ns-
-'-- -~ 

't i v e .01 Ireland , who-came to Augu sta County wi tb tbe Lewl se s 

a bout 1740. Jeremiah~.oF rlel' 5 first h ome was on Carr ioh Ridge 

but he move d a little later onto the Greenbrier River. He 

hed nine ch i l dren - four sons and five daughters . - He and 

bis sons wer e noted reapers . I n that day there was cooperat ive 

ha rves ting . Squire Robert Gay ' s wheat was usual l y tbe fir s t 

to ripen . Beginn ing tbere . all hands from James Br i dger'S 

do_n would oome hDl l owing a n d s ing ing , waving t he i r Si c kl es , 

dogor to OO C who c ould out the first s h eat' and ma ke the bes t 

t' ftOor d. . Th en t roln :field t o f i e ld up t h e 1' 1 v e r tbe harv e st-

ttr. _ould pro&r tllu un\.11 Bridgel" a hal'V e s t wos reaped ; t hen 

\0 " . "rut ,}",bn ... hu rp ' lS , and J o ul oh BJ'owlI ' e und s omotimo s to 

no ert &..baro ' n ot tA ro y . 'l'lIon t.ho o1oKle olub .... ou1d d1s-

b .. 11 'I'll fe.lll t hUo r1t. y ro ,· LII"lr r CH'l'uot.1ve homos . 

" f 
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F
riel' 5 the harvesters quit with

Late one evening at 

all 
that had been out and bound. 

Jeremia h 

out shocrcing up 
1 t and you ere sO tired , 

Friel observed , " Boys , 1 t is so a e 

let these sheaves rest till morning" • 
I believe we will 

But 

after supper, he noticed it lightning ominously in the west 

He roused up all hends out of their ~eds , provided 
and north. 
pine torches end away they went and finished up the shocking j 

Befal'e day it Vies raining torrents . 
just before midnight . 

fie was e jovial companion for his sons and encouraged 1: 

theo from infancy in the favorite pastimes of the pe riod, 

runni ng foot races, wrestl ing and boxing . 
A. favorite amusement , 

when it was reining and ~e boys had to stay in doors, was a 

code DrS-winging called II weighing bacon~ .A loop Vias l' i xed 

et one end of 8 rope or tfsce chain , the other end was thrown 

over e beam or jOist . The feet were placed in the l oop , and 

~~eo seizi ng the other end wi th the hands, they Vlould swing . 

1 t req.l.red practice and nice balancing to swing, although it 

lcolC.eti ";ery easy to one who bad never tried it. 

prov ing a big pile of straw 1b'!'Ylat aoyone to try 1 t Vii thout ld 

to te.ll on " 

btJn ... on1 ,,1 O'ir101 oume \.0 .n.merica , h1s name wes as 

• ell~ abo"/Q b I,\' nIl or hiD ohildren colled t hemsel \' as F~·iels . 

h'ldr n , 00 O ll tl nUll 0110 ~tt\lI -li t. 1" or 
• • r 1 "'r.ok YW"r" QU 1l u (tUUOUtt ! or t.heir 
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POCAHllHT1.S COUNTY 

They would work several hundred trees in a 
Suger rna ki ng . 
season. On the soutbern exposure an early camp Vlould be 

\'1or ~ed , tben move to anotber lesS exposed, then move into 

the nor th Bnd c lose the season there . 
The motbe r and cbil-

dr en would carry the sap for miles in pails supported by 

straps from t b eir sboulders and mucb of tba sap was carried up 

In making arrangements for evaporating the sap , an 
hi ll. 
i "",ense t r e e ·would be felled a nd tbe kettles supported against 

It was no uncommon t hing to 
i t , and the n the f ires ki ndled . 

see fifteen or twenty l ar ge ket t les boiling at t he s8me time . 

The out put would aT.'lo unt t o hundreds of pounds . ' ... ' he 

sugar was generally sti r red unt i l it pu lverized, and much of 
= .~ 

it wBs-AP fine 85 bro wn or co{fee ~ sugar. 

good deal o f - tne S\.4ga r was t aken to Lewisburg and ex-

ch8n~ed for more kettles . 
l1r . Flemme n s CQuld pack three 

larg.e iron kettles on one ho r se . 
On tbo s e excursions to the 

s ....... cr rtb rket and v ery frequent l y at oth er t i mes, John Flemmens 

to04 three hor ses , driving t he foremost, r id i ng the mi ddle one 

In this manne r, he could tra v e r s e the 

rldlo llaths , - at that Oay a oommon means of communi cati on 

1111011 

1 , in ; 1"lll 

• o . 
" 

.,.ho I' l'r1ou NUllO y Durc:otis Hnd se ttle at 

lho rlrll~ bluukdmilh~ 11\ lh Little 
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Ne than Burges s , son of John Bur gess, J r. who mar ried 

!,:ar tha Ki nni son, daughter of Charles Kinnison th a pioneer , 
He was a skillful gun smi th . 

set tled in th e Li ttle Lev els . 
Late in the 18th century end early i n the 19th , many of the 

older hunters were supplied by him wi th ri f les. 
Some of the 

r ifles were use d by riflemen in the mili tary service . On e 

of t~e best s pecimen s of h is wo r kmanshi p was made for t h e 

la te iiill iam 1.:cHeil of Buckeye . 
When last heard of it was 

It wa s reputed to be 
the proper't y of the late James M.oore . 

one of t he mo st accurate in a i m and far reaching of mountain ~ 

rifles ever i n this country. 

John Bur ges5~another son of John Bur gess , Jr ., who 

wes bor n in 1778 , lived DeB r 11:111 Point . 
8 carpenter 

by OCCUJ)8 tiOD . 
He d i d the ca r pent r y wor~ mn the dwel li ng 

ocoupied ror man y years by the l a te Geor ge W. Poage , the 

r ins or i.'!_1ch ere sti l l to be seen . 'fhe Jordan barn ne a r 

•. illaboro W88 one or his many jobs and still stand s i n a good 

.~.te or presorvation . For a l ong 

=01\ ot tbo cortina needed in l ower 

series of years , he mad e 

Po cahontas . 

:'Dlo1 I'ot r loollt.GU !;tocn Uft-81' ~h. Ro volut1 nar )' hal' 

0 t • r r.<1\4 or til lln.tnt n. ,t.ut. now O .... UO y lhe 

,l. .., ., lr • • II •• tnbll.h.d 0 mill . Stlw mill and 

1- 1 OD Utth hOlt Crbok , • brunoh of ..leer I.!raek • 
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center of industry for a wide region . 
~iS place became a 

Jonatha n McNeil, son of Thomas MoNe i l who came to 

1770, m
arried Phoebe Moo re and ' settled at the 

Swago abo ut 
1 1 to G W. and J. H . McClint i c . 

swago mill, noW on land be ong ng • 

Be appears to have been an enterprising person . 
Milling, 

weav ing , fulling c lo th and powder making vlere carried on 
. 

under hi s supervlston. 
Gabriel, ano th er son of the pioneer Thomas, sett l ed 

at Swago and later moved t o Oh io. 
He was a ci vil engineer, 

caohlnist~ botanist, farmer, physician and preacher and not 

-a quack i n anyone, said a writer 1n a Jac kson County paper 
• -

~ho had been on a vis1~ to the neighborhood where Dr~ McNei l 

H ved . .---

He nry Harper se ttled on hnapps Creek about 1 8 12. By 

pa t ient and perisitent effort land was cleared and a home wa s 

ouilt . 

At his suggestion , William Ci vey , of .k..nthonys Creek, 

• nk a ton yard . 'rh 1'- H e n ,~ . arper established a blacksmith 

.bop on4 buil t tho t lr 8t tilt h emme r in th i s r egion. 'f his 

.hO'P .. ". Ol)rl"1ol1 on under hi_ 

1 .n .' . oorvju Hoy nOl' 

r or ..... 1'.0 n4 Ol.hard 

own persona l supaI'vision . 

of Pondleton , t.he l ote .Anthony 

leo rn <l ~ne ~r.d. with him Bnd 

h • Hflr p r 1 0 built 6 flou ring 
.Sll , by hlma l r ond Ion g" muel u ohletly . 
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Father and son were 
and 

millers and alternated in 
smi the 

B built by William Ci vey, so 
shop wa 

Robert Irvine 
The tannery 

t neir ~orl< . 

son at George Civey who built 
the grist mill. 

mill and the same parties put 
aod John Irvine built the SBW 

The residence near the road 
up the tilt hammer and shop. 

was built by John Irvine and Chesley K. Moore erected the 

dwelling beyond the creel<. 

The mill sto~es f irst used in the Harper mill were 

~.de by Adam Sharatt, near Friel's on tne Greenbrier River. 

Thi s pe rson lived at the Sharatt place, three or rour miles 

up the Greenbrier River from ~rlinton, where he had a mill. 

The fi rst burrs were bought at John Bradshaw' s sale , neal-

Huntersville. The Harper mill succeeded the Poage-mrrl,--own-
-

ed by 2eter Lightner. The rocks used by that mill are now 

00 Cucmings Creek, near Huntersv ille, taken there by Price 

UcCoob , and mus t be the oldest or among the oldest in the 

county - ot t heir dimensions . 

Ulohaal Daugherty , who settled on Knapps Creek about 

770 , Ie bel l ovea to bove built the f irst tub mill, pro-

tl 0 br •• ~.r power , anywhere in ~hls whole region . The 

." - •• on Ul11 Hun . n~ftr Uunaot . 'rb1s mil l sOams to have 

I \fonlt~O by 1111 U O~IOII. or UJljl ti r rOoohontan , and 

tItian or boillt; all 
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Relph Wanless wes the SOD .I. 0 .,. ~11 11iam Wanless and the 

&randson of lia lph ~ I anless t Sr. They settl ed in the" Hills" 

ri ve miles north or Buntersvl11e . He had fo ur sons. All 

the r'{an l es B brothers were i ndustrious and skilUul workers 

1n iroD, aoquired t'rom the ir fether, who seemed to have been 

a gen ius in t hat line of industry, so useful to the people 

In pioneer t i mes . 
\','hen Relph Wanl ess Bnd his sons wrough t 

at the anVil . they oaused tbe ;forests to ring wi th their 

striking at hammers Bnd sledges, the ir bUSiness was of essen-
tial importance . 

In their time most of the implements used 

in clesring lands, ~ult~vatlng the ground , and bUilding houses 

-.re ... d. at bome._I~~ pioneer sbops and for years SU bsequent_ 

ly .or. forged Oxes , boes , shovel p lows, bull tongues, cO\JJ. ters, 

brush hOOks, seng boes , mattocks, broad axes, 1'rows, gru bbing 

ho •• , po t hooks, pot bangers , kettle bales, l og chains, dO Uble 

tr ... . 'Ingle t rees , door hinges and l atches , and many oth er 
arllcle • . 

Eistory or Pocahontas County by 
Dr. riM . T. Prioe . 

/ 
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ilarwick ' 5 family 
~lis member of lla jor . . 

of 
\Iilliam Gatel-mod of l.1ountain Grove . 

"to ThOr.\D.S Gater /ood I 50n 
. J"''''''e \'!arwiclc/ already mentioned, was 

a previouS marr~age ) ~~ 

second \'1ife of Ylilliao Gatenood . 
By 

the 
Their home v.as at warlin 's Bottom (norl ldarlinton) J p oc a -

hOntas County . Andrew Gatenood rIaS the only child of her first 

carriage . Upon relinquishing all interest in the I.1arlin I S 

:!ottOD estate , he received the Glade Hill property near Dunmore . 

':ihil,e a student at \"!ashinGton College., he nas r egarded as 

the peer of his classmate I "lillian C. Preston of ~outh Carolina 

in studies ~nd oratorical talent in their academic rivalry . Ee 

r...arr1ed Sally Caffett . A son and daughter survived him , __ Charles 

and liannah . The daughter became the f irst wife of Jolm VI . 

" orm.ck . Her only child nas the late Urs . ~ally Ligon , nife of 

"r . John LiCon of Clover Lid: . Sh.e \"10.5 the mother of eight 

1 
..1.[1 0. e .• rs . . ). orr , IJs . F . T . htcre w:d one son . ~e l t j' C 1 D 

cC11nt1c , t.:ro . Lou1:3a Coyner . Lrs . Annette Co~-ner . the late 

t::r2J . 'Evil ,c •. ~ol o.nd the l a t e : :Xs . Hosa Arbuckle. I.1rs . l .. abel 

line and tho late Yo.ncy Li Con WC1·e her ruo • ra . \1 . 11 . 

'Jotlhr .. to or Jor 

o • 

(lcond n,u'l'lot,; 

1l11M or r 

"'1 ,0 • 

, 
• j'rD . 1 rulOY Gntc\:ood boc:u:\e 

O\\r dnnrht r!'J t\n ona son 

• 
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t at the darmine · 
one morning JUS 

Feelin g 

nrs . poaGe died 

de:lth to be near , she 
Johnson (who aftermu'u 

requested Jennie 

Jennie -Lamb) to sing her favorite hymIl: 

bocame t:rs. 
o thou traveler un]mown \I • 

Rachel Cameron was married 
Hearne 

i:rs . poace I 5 eldest daughter 
\1'as the :-irst Clerk of pocahontas 

~eard of Locust 1 ,,°1110 to J osiah .J 

1 (/ar y!hen over seventy years of age , 
Durine; the Ci vi County . 

Sonething Via s said 
he -.ras taken prisoner by Federal troops . 

to rouse his 
ire and he chollenged the whole squad to s i ngl e 

cO:Jbat . Their family nUI.1bered eieht sonS and three daughters . 

\7illiao T. Bea rd was an influential citizen . 11is wile lJary was 

t:-:'e only dau Ghter of Richard I,;cHeel . 

i:enry r.:;off ett Deard was a Lieutenant in the Con:federate 

service and for years y.as a prosperous farmer . 

;:)eouel J . Beard long resided in Ihssouri. 

Joel Earl y Beard died in the Conf'ederate service . Hi s 

• a~.er CODe to Church one Saturday morning on a sacramental 

OCCa3ion I to the Brick Church I and t h e fir s t intif.'lation of her 

:old1or :son ' s death , ,'IElS the f r e sh grave and the arrival of the 

• 
Her other nons were Charles \"ioods , John 

d ti'o.ll,"lOO \lIlr\'/i olt , wh o were Conf'ederate s oldiers 

are 1n!1uontl 1 o1t1",ono rooidinc in tho uittle Levels of 

lOa County . 

n 1lo"r4 tho youn otlL Gon f \','U:J n Il rohM t llt lt111s-

• • A v C1 

• l'l i n n . Xli y w ro 
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-;arGaret Ludington , - Urs . 

:1155 vonnie Beard . 

Mrs. Richard Callison, I,~rs . 

Hill , Mrs . Rachel :Sheets and 

Edgar Beard 
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William T. and I~ary Beard had trIO sons . 

\":hO oarried Lucy E o ].;c]' eel and J,,,thew Lee Beard who married 

ThlnB Clark 0 lloffett Beard had five sons and three daughters 0 

~e late Richard Beard nho married Bessie D'Jsard of Clover 

Lick . Jacob Deard married Blanche Harner , near Hillsboro . 
Cameron Beard 

Paul ~arried Gr ace Ken.Tlison of Hillsboro . 

c.arried Geor gia Callison , only dau6hter of Thomas Callison , 

HaJ.'TY Beard \'las dro\'med in Locust 
near 3eard, Yiest Vir5inia . 

Creek near his home . 
His daU£,;hters are L:rs . Samuel J,j cHeel of Hillsboro , Ylest 

';irgini.a , t:rs . Pearl l~iclcell of Ronceve1.~te J Yiest Virginia , 

~TS . Gr ace Irvin of -R.mtlngton , West Virginia . 

Jo1:m G. Jeard was twice man.~ied . To the first wile Ylho nas 

_. e second wife nas J:is s a ··1S8 TlaD:up J he had three sons 0 'Ph 

Lizzie 3Leir 0 
They had one son , George, and four daughters- 

,",, 0 'ol11e 1:01;eel of WashinGton State , l..rs . Edward Hill, also 

Ilf ~, c .eel of near Hillsboro and ub1.ncton ~tate , l~rs . Alec 0] l' 

as :.:1nnie , now doccnood. 

"lLeco .brml \0/1\8 aloo twioe mnrr1otl . His first \':if'e \\':).s 

:?r104,,,.oc I tton 0 'rt. ir Ohildren \./ ~ J 1 .0 OUT, Jl\l(:;h CU'l.d ,'In:rrr.i.c.k ,--

~ Ann1 , \1'110 dint! in :'outh , IntI Ad 0:1: liosh1nGton 

,.~""r,.ut 0 n 01 t i.e Hovon 1" o~ 

G cmn . F rl' !It , who d1 d 

• 
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i"aIY land , near 

One daughter B era "/bO lives in 
Drunett e 

Virginia; agO j 
several years 

1lal tilllOre and 
r 

lives at Culpepper , 
:Plurnme 

,- f S1.' x years . 
at tbe age 0 

d ied d t 0 l ' Alvon Cl=k ba VI 
. ah Beard I 5 daughters} __ lJTS . . 

Ella, ",hO 

Of JOS1. 'burg Greenbr1.er 
syc1enstriCker of Le ..... n.s ) 

daue,hters , I.irs . Thonas 
tlinton , and tbe late Cameron 

Andrew Price of 
County and lors. 

. . 'a 
Clark of Culpepper , V1.r6inl. • Tbe daughters and two sons . 

Icr-s . George llc]!eel had three 
Oklah rna ~iss Rachel 

late las . IJary Dunlap of l'onca City , 0, ; 
, C· ty Une son died when 

::cr.eel and IJiss Anna l.:cUeel) of l'oncs 1.. • 

a s~ll boy . The otber son ~aul lives near l'onca City . 

l' tlargaret Livesay had no children . , . .Is . 

t:a-s . Poage I 5 second daughter l.lary Vance } married Robert 

~eale of Botetourt County, Virginia and lived on Elk , l'ocahontas 

County , Vlhere he died leaving one child, 1.1argaret Elizabetb, 

"mo narried Dr. George B. moffett, one of the first graduates in 

medicine that ever resided in l'ocahontas . Une of their sons--

Jw:1eo ::offett , lived in lien- YorI, City and became a member of tbe 

:;twulard Oil C01!Ipany nbicll made him a "leal thy man . Robert 

: o1'tott , the other ~on , died in Nen York . Their only daughter, 

~, Uintero , died "/hen about the age of six years . 

Upon har ooeond marriage , 1 irs . Doale booome the wife of 

I: nn C. rett tt , tho c eond Clerk of I'oo.,?hontas COtUlty , an 

oxo U t r, The1r only con " I 0 COl'", ll;"~ I'off tt " ._,{" 0 , 0 

r ot ~he l'onllhont n btlr , x-or 1\. r of tl)o \'10 at Vir(linia 

ure r.n co Joarn liDt i n ortl d , ( l'o e:on . 
e of I o. ':ry I.ott tt ' U ur.,hter3 , , ry Rvelinn , ri S 
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p . Thompson , a Confederate officer 

::no.rrieu to colonel William 
Y k d 

nrominent in the manaGement 

\';hose residenoe was in NeW or an ~ 
oi' the Standard Oil company· 

The YOlUl(lest daUGhter Rache~ became the nife of Dr. 

Sally Gatewood , another daughter) 
i~cCbesney of Lewisburg. 
be e""'. the wife of Dr . A~exander jjcChesney of Char~eston , ,lest 

Virt;llll-:l, whose daughter ljaTY mnterS became the nife of Reverend 

A. R. ilamilton , a well };nown Presbyterian Minister . Ij argaret 

:!)avis p oage) the third daughter of Urs . Nancy Warwick poage was 

warri ed t o Janes A. Price of Botetourt County , Vir g inia and 

l i ved at l,lar1in' 5 Bottom . Four of their sons ner e in the C on-

federate seI"\:i.ce j J ames Henry, John Calvin , J ,osiah Yloods and 

J..ndren Gatewood. 

Janes Henry \"las captured at Marlin 1 s Bottom and taken 

~o Cacp Chase . He died in 1 898 . 

evere.LY TI01U1 ed in the same sldrmish , John Calvin rtas 5 'l d 

sr.ot dorm in the river and a f ternards rescued by friends . His 

haJC TonS near Clover Lick . 

Josiah \70ods graduated \'lith d istinction at \':asllinGton 

c ~:1 1 .... 61 . fie '!'las a l i uutenant in Captain IJcNeel ' 5 

, r nountcd in:antry . He vias a t eo.cher J Superintendent 

Cll~ norchont in " .. "1J1do.1.ph County j n mcmbel." o"! the 

"t :.nil "or l t Ol'~ r:ns pl'OS illJl1C of .... icer . lIe 

rl1ntCin I ocnh n tno County ~ ~ov ral :'OlU':1 ago . 

CD \l D 1n .t I C \,1 01\,(011 rnt ott1'\,1oo i n tho 

• a 

Va, 



married 
1 DoviS Price 

~omuc . 

and re 
carolina 1.IcClure 

and children still 
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sided on 

W}lere his vlido"-'; 
Jackson I s River 

l.ive . 

r.;ary Margaret 

. i d to Andrew 
d eceased) YJas marr e Price) noW 

._ • "u,.,.'hlin 01 whom rl'85 
I~ . I",CJ.IO l:r" ~ 

purchas~d the land :on \"thich the town 

, -' burg West Their home was near .J.Jevll.S I 

o~ ~arlinton is built . 

'-iIginia • Their eldest 
son Dr . ' Henry 1'1. llcLaughlin is a l're s by-

terian I,Tinister I 

School Extension. 

of Country Church and Sunday and is Secretary 

.Lee and Edgar are their other sons . Anna , 

1 d Grace are their daughters . 
:':argaret " Lu a an 

"I ll- T. Pr;ce, the eldest son of J . A. Concerning ,i lam ... 

and 1...ary D. Price J the following is 

::nc::clopedia of American Dioeraphy : 

taken from Herringshaw 's 

uWilliam T. Price, clergyman) and author Has born July 

19 , 1830, near LarlintoIl , r/est Virginia . lie naS prepared for 

College at the l:illsboro Academy and graduated in 1854 from 

·a!Ji'.int;ton COlleGe J nor: calleo. the \'IashinGton and Lee Uni versi ty, 

recc1v1.n: il bod medal as the f irst honor graduate in 1 858 . . He 

cc:c,lotea his theolocical studies at Union Seminary and was 

11~nsea the ~e year to preach. His time has been devoted 

1r~' " 0 thp. 1'roobytcr1an Church for forty years ; twelve 

hCtlO n1ao1on"X}' 1n Bath and llir,hland o O\U1t l.es ; si>::-

'"n , &:'0 AI P utor of Cool: ' Orool- Church, ,loa :inGllOlll CO\L"lty , 
1\ 0 I&n4 t ~ 1 va y 'r 

1t"'''tttro 1D 

, 
o rnotnr of tht' LtU'l.tcr3Yillo and 

\1:::1 nttn r but d . t n01 \' l.y to rollC

h 1: ot • v -1 bl ... .on)\\ l~h"d \jorl~6 . U 

100 -14 Iu 
O!ph o! ~1chnonu J 

• 

, 
, {.. 



. d in 1065 . 
Tl1eir childrcn are Dr . James 

i 
weJ.~C Jjlorrl.C 

VirGin S , ~usie A. Price , U. D. , 
. Andrerl Price ) 

'7ard llXJ.ce ) ..... ~ Ed'tor of the r ocahon uas 
. "f Prl.ce , . .... 

PJ,."ice , Cal vJ.D. I,. r " . • 
. d Llabel Locl::rid g;e LJ.llJ.gan , 

rubli sher ) rlho mro.'·rJ.e 
. d Frank R Hunter ) Ban1-;:er , real 

:Pri ce J r!h O m::uTl.e • 

lJr . No:roan R . 

TiIDes a nd 

Anna Virginia 

est&te and 

insuran c e businesS . 
Dr . James price/arried Lura Sharp onl:r chil d and 

Sl of Edray , 
~harp and Julia i.loore larp ) 

daughter of Ylilliam 
I':rs . l:'rice died several yero:s a.go . 

~ocahontas County_ 
Andrer1 Price ) author J publisher and lecturer , State 

I t \'<rg'n'a Historical Associati on, married 
Pre s i dent of the Yes .... -,,-.L 

~ t Dr . l' orman ~CJ-I.ce 
1 t e ocller and musician D.L no e . ~ -q.JVJ Grac e elar ~, ... 

marri ed i':'iss Jean Kinsey . 

Dr . Susan Price , noted physician and rITi ter J of \'Ii1-

liansburg , Vir ginia , has never married . 

Elizabeth Wood s Poage . the fourth daughter. became the 

\7ii"e of Joel Iiat hens of :::3elma ) AlabaJ!la . Colonel l.'latheVis was 

an extensi ve pl anter and o\"med several hundred slaves . He 

tendered a colored regiment to the Confederate Coneress , but 

the £overnment YlOuld not r ece ive them as soldiers and :put them 

to nork on fortification s . 

Colonel Ylilliam \'Ioods Poage married Julia Callison of 

j,(,eUJlt and lived a ... lhilo at I..arlin ' s Dot.t om . His l ater years · 
• 

f TO l 00 4 noar Olov01' l.iolr. lio oerv'cd many years aD a mem er 

o! -,;h oourt , 1'1"10 or hiu cono , lionry l.of!" tt and 11111irun 

hi."! OT;/ I. n uln1n n tho \/r\l.~ • 11 lU'y I ;01":("0 ~ t \-It,:; n cavalry 

off1 r \ 0 r 0)<;:1 !.ll:~ , Solly \'/ . Beary of 
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r ount Clinton , 
V1rllinia is his only survi v1ng child . William 

less brave and lost his life near lliddletorm, 
Anthony waS no 

Virginia , \"/11i1e on a scout . 
~ Colonel ~oaue , John Robert and 

The survivlng sons 0..1. 0 

farmers on the grand old homestead 
Quincy \"loads are prosperous 

near Clover Lick . These brothers married sisters j daughter s 

of Jacob Bharp rlhose mother was the intimate friend of IJrs . 

;':ary Vance \,larr.riclc J long years ago . 

Tradition preserves some incidents tha t illustrate l.i.ajor 

':;arrack ' s personal traits . He \'las once at a house raising near 

Cl over Lick . A ymmg naIl made himseli' conspicuous J b oasting 

of his fleetness of foot.. The Idajor took one of his young 

f r iends a side and told him if he YlOtlld beat that YOilll6ster at 

a foot race he rlould make him a pr esent .. The race carne off 

i n the afternoon and \"185 \"ion by the Y01mg friend .. I,IT .. Yiarr.ri ok 

=s deliGhted 2nd told him to come over to the Lick as soon 

a:3 convenient and see what \'las there for him . 

the ::ajor gave him one of his f i ne colts. 

When he did so , 

That youth became a distinguished IJethodist Preacher --

o"'erc.nd Lorenza \'/a" N" . He t 1 d' \./ ~~ rave e ~n est Virginia , Ohio 

IU. 11neouri end finally ,.Ient over IN-d t C 1 , ••• ,u 0 a ifoTI1ia , where 

died in le!)9 ut tho advancod aGc of 95 y ears . During the 

t or tho 1 t1norncy , ho UDOU horao s t h at rte re the 

!1Ipl'1r-c of tho horce thnt rme l'r~uontod' to h im by lJajor 

-:: .... 1'f1 ok . 

D. oentrO\" ray ubo\t t lnn'l on ,nol: Cr k , in Bath 

l't',nOncl btl, n h1" ",,,I Colon 1 John nxter . 
• 



ThiS was 

about the only seriouS diffiCulty he ever had n~th 
anYone, but the affmr was honorably settled by mutual 

:friends . In person, Jacob Viarwick was tall , stoop shouldered 

and (\[,ile • 
as . warY V. \7arnick was a person of highly r ef ined 

t astes. 
\,'hen there was preaching at her hous e all pre s ent 

roerc invited to stay for dinner . 
After the de c ease of h is 

wife most of hiS time nas spent at the home of Uajor Charles 

Caneron . 
He died at the brea<fast table . 

This occurred 

January , 1826 , when he "laS nearing hiS eighty thir d year . 

-, 

- 9-

, 



• 

Juanita s. ~111ey 
~~~ Paso 1 

CIOTer Liok . W. Va • th fi~~ 1 did 

A 
oontinuation ot II 

thiS r eport 11 Pri to .. otten Vr . C.l ... 10 oe 

al
l the information, but have 0 

not at that time ,.V8 

the r ef or e the moat or theae nameS 
are the produot of hi_ 

\ 

help me with it. t th lldgretlon but ta.lked 1 t over 

help . 1 went to history for the reasons 0 II ' 

with him, 
REASONS FOR ~JGRATION ·AND CBlRACTERISTICS 

OF FIRST SETTLERS OF POCAHONtAS 

) 
I 

other Dace
S 

to be found 1~ pocahontae that belonged to thl' 6ootoh-Iriah 

mir;ration and ~bo are not member8 ot the firat ram1liel (already nf,ll\ed in 

otber repor t) are Gillispie. Cochran, Bot8ett, Kerr, Lookridge , Dr1nnin. 

){oCol laI!l. 1/;oCO)' . Sleven, Bann&h. Hill. Kincaid, Irvine, loIoElwee • \\e.llaoe . Curry . 

Hamilton , Sharp. and McCutoheon. 

Tben there wae Renick, Clerk, Gibson, Johnson. Galford, duckley, 

• Kinnison, Adkison, Barlow, Gatewood, Jackson . Wooddell, Bull, Cooper , Duffield . 

Auldridge. Duncan, Beale, and Sutton that indicate Engliah or.igin and Prioe, 

Pritohard, Ruobr:.an, and Poage tha.t denote "PIelch. Though the Poagee had gone to 

northern Sootland year6 before and migrated to America f r om there. ~illiam 

Poa&e and hie ten children were e.ble to pay their paea&ge to America and for 

this reuon belonged to the gentry . 

Tten Kee . Doyle. Kelley , Lourey, and Cl oonan are Irish, but Yr. Prioe saye 

all of theu people came to America in this Scotoh- Irish migration and as he 
\- -

lau&,hin£ly exprenea it, "There i. no misration in the history of the world to 

cOlCJ*re to the Scotoh-Irish mirra,tioD un1 ••• it b. tho' t b of the children of 

lara.1 to th. 1&»4 cr C&na&» ." 

Th ... llootah-lrhh 'll'are .. 1 h peop e w 0 were alway. rv .. dy to move futher on 

and .er. t.bar er or. n ,aellent rroatleraRlen. 

Va. 
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t th 
t for oent uria. the Brlt11h 1.le8 had 

It 1.1 intcrellft,ln, t o DO. a 

b.~ errer-run and 
oonquered by the Norm&D8, FrAnke and Ro~, but eaoh time 

able to reestablish their self_gover nment and to keep alive 
t hey . er e 

.-d to brin~ the idea to America. This il proD! enough that 
dol3Oor (l.o)' ..... Ie> 

Abou\ t he same t i me tha t the sootch-
1r l ah 

• a~ .~d will enduredemooraoy ...... .... 
to Amerioa by t he thousands, GermaDS and Frenoh Huguenots were a1ao 

.. ere coming 
"'e term Huguenot refers to French Protestante. The 

aoYing into the r egl on. ~" 

, 

~a Eu,uenot coming fr om King Hugo at whos e house they met. The,y were after 

.. tiltte able to f orm a politioal party which .... '8.8 opposed by the leaders of the 

C&tholio . Pu ty . The refore , the oontest bob'cen these people beoame UI much .. 

political U .. r e11gious atrife, and resulted in" series of religiouS· aivil 

n..rs .. The Huguenot6 1I""er e f orced t o r efugee to Germ8.ll3" and ,. ottle along the 

Rh1.ne . Among theBe Huguenots were found such names a.a Ka.upi.n , Ligon, Dever, 

f &ey-, BUIII.rd , a.nd Dilley , (D11181l in Franoe ) . l ihile they were in Germ~ thoy" 

t .... d lntenca.rr1ed with the Genne.n£ a.nd were , t herefore, not pure F.rencb when they 

~. to ~eric& but th~ Btill possessed many of the characteristics of tbeir 

Fretlch orig1n. .A.e .. general r ul e , t hey h .. d been wor kera in shop. and manu

ta.oturel, 10 natura.lly they t urned t o bla.cksmithi n a • r~nitur. o making. -t&i~oring 

10 forth ..... u:e&.nll of earning II living he re, and BO these trades .. ere 

ULabl hh" .. a -.ery 1.Jnportant part of t he oocupa.t i on of the earl y Bettle rs • 
, 

• IU • • ot ~r. a.nd tyra.nnica l government i n Germany, and b~cauBe t he VirgLnia. 

ColonS.] . u tori tie. made .uoh liberal rf o er6 . t~A Huguenot ... l on g ~th 

.r&&rA c. • \.0 '-erio. and 'ettl.' on th e frontier . Among thou Gennans who 

PolQlhor.+"'u u. too b. t ourut auoh name .... Li!;htner . Harper . Yeager, Arboga.at • 

• 01,f . "rr. I, S I., 'h . ". • .. 1..,. a 
ft ••• , 

J • •• .. " < 

•• t. • • C ••• bol t. . Shr .. der , burner . 

0. rhoH IU\d 8h1.oa.bor .. y. 

Sydenatr l olc.er, Va.rner, 

• Va • 
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Iy existenoe, but atter they 1nter
it Gam_ ... lort ot oome euy, go ell 

,,",rr~.6 with the otber nationalitie8 thoy made gooa oitizenl. They were 

most.ly tillera of the 8011. Indent~ervantl. 
VOlt ot the people of pocahont~s are desoendan~ of 

Thoee 

, 
.. ho .old themselves into servitude for fro:m two to six years tor a passage-- to 

berica. But this 'W1I.8 nothing against these people for it proved that they . 

ware very desiroul to better their conditions and w~re rill1ng to work to 

.. tt&in their desires . Whether one belonged to the gentry or the oommonere 

depended upon his ability to payor not to pay hi_ passage . 

J 
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RICRAJUl WASHINGTON HILL 

Richord TIashington Hill J son~ o~ Joe l and Rebe cca 

(Levisay) Hill, natives of pocahontas County , is a grand - son 

of one of the earliest settlers of this county , whose name 

also was Richard Hill. His ancestral blood courses through 

the veins of many wortl?C.itizens. It is thought that he 

came to this region f rom North Carolina so~m after the close 

of the Revolutionai'j- War . He Vias one of the more dis~ingu.ished 

o~ t he early pioneers as a scout and a vigil ant defender of 

t he forts . 

"Hills Creek" nas named l' n hl' s h onor and dU2~ing the 

troubled days when the vrhite man a nd the Indians were dis 

puting for the soil , ~ he , himself had sever al ) narrow 

e:::capes from the t0II!ahawk . 

Richard W. Hill Vias born l' n L ittle Levels District , 
Pocahontas County , June 5th , 1847 . lie nas a pr osper ous 
tL'"1:el:' and st J o C 'lDan , r esid ing 0 '1 ne ml e northwest of' Hill sbor 
Eo 1".n::1 :four hundred and :fif t y o . acres of' productive land . 
G. /, . £111 hi- b th 

J ~ ro er , was in t he Confe der a te Armp under 

nas killed i n Carroll County , 
CC'ru)ral :tcrl1ng Pr1ce and 

II rl , 1.Q 1863 b:r bUBh- whnolt:ers . 
Tn lchlo.noia , 

1 ~ • . lUll nn4 
Grnonar1or County , ~ . eoor.tuor 28th, 18 72, 
St\!" h l:arr. l"(.H \'1 t' 1. 3 l'Iore \lJl1 ted in 

., ba1 G1x o~11~run . 
!l'~"nond , born Ootober 

h i 1 76 , ~l nn. R. L. 
01 

or 2 
t . 'b I'll .J \flu 

7 , 
Onl JGJ1.\I 111 'y ,rJ , 1 ~ ( l ed 



) AnthOny , B. 
in iDfaney 

F . born July 30th, 1883 , and David 

born in 1.685 · - James Frmklin Watts 
The parents of Mr s . Hill were 

b ' r County December 17th, 1 8 2 4 born on Dig Levels) Green r~e , 

i d ,~ ~he same county andde~v 
December 17th, 1 881. Rachel 

(3ur6ess) Watts was '::>Onl in Greenbrie r County January 1 830 

same county in I'.1arch 1862. and died in the 

h 'ld n are 8QonQ the prominent Richard VI . Hills t 5 C 1 re u 

1 ' d and the State of' \'T.ashil'lgcitizens of West Vir ginia , F orl a 

ton . The death of Pocahontas County 's beloved citizen--the 

!lonorable ?rank Raymond Hill dm February 25th, 1 936 , brought 

~~ess to the entire county • Hi s age was 63 years . He 

• 125 Poca.'\o}ontas COl,Ulty I 5 most brilliant lanyer--a graduate of 

Rndolph ::600n College . He nes a prominent 01 t i zen of Poca-

!1antas County J noted for his hospitality a nd kindness to 

everyone . nis time 1";as spent serving in some offiCial capac 

it:r . J.t the time of his death he was State Pardon Attorney . 

J:c nas a zealous and fai thf'ul member of the Southern .Jetho _ 

412ft Ch'lrch and teacher of the " Home Builder 's Bible Class" 

(14 t Ladios ) for sever al ;years . It was said that his 

koon1.~,. ot the Soriptures d it C 
rna e a hr1st1an privilege to 

h1. talk. on tho Bible loosons . 

, 

-
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Jacob Marlin and Stephen Sewall. 

persons of English or scotch-~rish anteced~nts to spend a 

what 1s no\" pocahontas county,were U.arlin and Sewall. This was the 

1750-51. Their camp \"I8S in the delta formed by Uarlin Run and a 

drain near the east bank of Knapp 's Creek. 

"In the course of time - baving agreed to disagree- they separated and were 

found living apart , by Colonel Andrew Lewis,~arlln in the cabin and Sewall 

in a holloVl tree. Upon expressing his surprise at this way of l iving apart,! 

distant from the habitation of other human beings,Sewall told him t hey dlf-, 

fered in sentiments and s ince the separation there was more tranqulli~y, or 

a better understanding ,for now they we,re upon speaking terms ,and upon each It 

Clorningllit was good morning , Mr. Marlin, and ' Good morning,Mr . Sewall i
t 

" 

nJnder the new arrangement ,Sewall crossed the slough, and instead of 

building another cabin , went into a hollow sycamore tree on the west margin 

of the slough,quite near '.'1here the board walk now crosses,and about in line n 

...... ith a walnut tree now standing onthe east bank of the drain , ' 
and , tbe court 

house •• . 

"These persons d1ffered,Sewall told Colonel Lewis, about their"relagian'.! 

There is a trad itional hint that lIimmers i on ll was the theme of content i~n . 

But it is more than probable that one was a conformist and the other a non

conformist to the thirty-nine articles f th a e English rubric. This is known 

to have beeo n very l1ve que ti s on in those times both before 

Thi 

' and after. 
" IS now arranger.tent d1d not last I ' ong,and Sewall 1n search of less mo

e1ght miles to ~ cave at th lest-.tioD about his religion \V1thd , rew about 

head cf Oe.all Run , near marvin 

••• 11 Cr.ek ,west Greenbrier , and 

Thence he 

\Vas found 

. . e 
went forty miles 

nnd slain by the 

fart;her on to 

Indians. " 
from 

·'Hh\.orlonl Sketches of Pocahontas 
by 

W1lHam 
1'1' 10e-l 901 • 

"':ounty , West Virginia" 
T . P1* i ce . 

PI> . lOS-106 • 
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Nelle y . r,:cL8ughl l n , 
5econa-;"ve . 
r.:ar11ntoD , ...... . Va . 

Section 3- pur t 8 --- ~rederlCk County , 

In 'the I~\l tumn of the 
year 1749 8 mau rrom 

uwuy l DtO the wl1-

l aboring under some 
ment8~ s trb in, wanderea 

vn a s the Greenbrier country , 
derness of what wos e!"erwards IU>OWD 

d t 
b a lunatic , on h l B r~~urn 

and although he was suppose 0 e 
(,U"-I< L:.d llC u. vl ::3l.LeU e country wh ere 

be reletea to his rrlenas 

t h W st a contrary direction ~o 
the rivers flowed away 0 tee , 

tbose of the valley . 

This story induced t wo bold a dventurer s Damed Jacob Mar lin 

end Stephen Sewell to jotlr ney to the west f or the purpose of 
They t raveled on fo r 

findin, out ~hetber or no t this was true . 

severel day s, crossed the Allegheny r ange a nd fol lowed the 

course of 8 mountain str eam through the pass which separates 

the Beever llountains on the south from the Brown reng e on the 

north end on down tha t stream to the ~outh of Knapps Creek 

.~ere it flows into Greenbrier River, now in Pocahont as County-

the first Englishmen to stand on the banks of the Greenbrier 

Ji 1ger . 

':'bey beef! i H~le 80 mpressed wi th "the romantic sc h ene t a t 

0' etor lned to meke it "th eir future home . So they ereo ted 

• o.bln-- tte first aattlocen t 1n ~b. Gr oenbrier Country . 

Iloon • 

r 17k • 
it t • , 

......... -

tor t .Q1r b . .. _t." \- 'h 

t.e WOG 

Y Cluarr 

ract.ed , they d1sogr eed . 

l / od t bou t, bu ~ trad1tlQn 

• o"_r r 11 "Ion . D'I'b11 rOUl.II t nod 1n the cobi n 

hl. IIhOl:\. t.\ • h ' • 1 .... tr • not 1ar OIt . 

1n thlfl I1lIlnn~r wh n 



-2-
iD 1751 as egents and surveyors of the Greenbrier 

did not live bere for long , but moved fifty miles 

do~n the river to wbat is nOW known 65 stephen Hol e Run , 

viotim of the Indians . 
However, 

l:'orliD is said to have returned to the east. Sewell 

t he streams and mountai ns which bear his name , and Marl in 1n 

left their names upon the landmar ks of the count r y . 

r li ns !lot tom, afterwards called Marlinton, 1n pocahontas County . 

These Clen came and went and it wa s as if they hOd not been here, 

85 nO permanent settlement wes made. 

I n 1?51, when Geo LewiS came and found them, lend was s o 

,lent1 fUl tha t a settler could take pub11c l and and lay it off 

At Marlins Bottom there were six or 
in eny way he deslred. 

torma by GreenbrQer River and th e 
ae~en hundred Bcr es of land ~ d 

AndreVi' Lewis had .t ~ eema th~t enter the river at thiS po int . 
the 

hla (iTst choice , 
~ephen~Sewel l were 89 Jacob Marlin end S· -

~7}~ that did not bother t o t ake t i tle to the l a nd the y ha d 

• d ""n. 

r • 

\ \0 

..~. took r1r8 ~ choi ce and 3ul'v ey ed a boundary 

won 8WOy \.0 let. 1 t l'lpe n into e .oJ".nd \. s r a nt • 

•• , •• p"O no.. thtl t come s i len tly 

40 t.hel r homoa\.etlde 

nnd the ltlU11110u 

on St.an:,' 'reeK 

ut..\ I]. \tlQ 410 60ru Law1. ur\'uy . 

-I. ur ... .,y thl\\ th. \.o~n 01 'tt1"llnton 15 
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oldest and bes t title in West Vir ginia . 

In the making 
of this survey, Andrew Lewis ma rke J twO 

These 
tr ee s 8S 8 corner , on the sixth day of IJ ctober 17 51-

oaks are the oldest co rner trees in We s t virgini a and , it is 

So fe r as we Imow ther.e 
be lieved in the Mississippi velley. 

ere no other corner trees standing in any of the surveys made 

by Le,.i s at that time. 

These trees were named the King Geo r ge Oak s severa l years 

ego , This name never 'became popular, so they were then 

ca l led t he "Charter Oaks". This name has been forgotten too , 

and the t rees go by the name of '~Corner 06 ks" • 

A good deal of work ha s been done to preserve these 

tr ee s bu t with little success . At t he present t · lme, only 

stumps of them Bre standing. They ~re l ocated i n the town -

or MB rlintoD, at the Rexrode Garage . 
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1I0ses Moore wes one of the first settlers on Knapps 

Creek more than one hundred and forty years agO. 

There vias 

an old Indian Trail or "Valley Draft" , as it was once called 

by which the saveges t raveled when on their miS s ions of blood 

to the settlements on Jackson's River and i n the Shenandoah 

This trail led near by where Moses Moore lived , 
Valley . 
on land after\'1ards owned by bis grandson Andr ew Moore. 

l!.5 might have been expected, it was not long before Il50ses 

!.:oore ?ms carried into captivity , but at last he mad e hiS 

Twice more the savages 
escape and returned to his borne. 

carried him B prisoner to their towns on the Scioto. 
Af ter 

J e purchased all the lands lying his re~urn ~he last time h 

". u I?1.8ce7 -on KnB"pps Creek frOID _the Deve r place to the ~erold 

~b1 s trect included several thousBnd acres, and as the records 

exc enge two steel traps and two sho" , llr . lloore geve i n h 

pounds s t er l ing money . 

or the one s who 0 i ccup ed the cabin homes in the county 

th e following are 

hundred- f ifty- three . 

at th~ beginn1 ng ot t he nineteenth century , 

lTon ln the census numbering about one 

it 18 nearly all . 

... . . 

h",,,o J.:oQl"e . 

••• IIoIJ 1" Q 

ohr ,"I b\r! r 

• r, 
• 

r ., 

• 

h i _ v,i fo , 

.. .. 
.. .. 
.. .. 

.. 

• 

U ohi l dren 

4 .. 

4 

6 

., 

.. 
9 .. 

, 
\ 

w. 

I 'I 



FeliX Grime s, hiS wife 

" " 

7 children 

13 " 
Samuel \\au h , 

" " 
12 " 

Jame s ',iaugh, 

" " 
9 " 

;,ar on t.:oore I 

" " 5 " 
\'i i ll iam Moore, 

Robert Moor e, " " 

Ti mothy McCarty, " " 

" " 

6 " 
6 " 
6 " 

Robert Gay, 

-. Jeremi ah Fr 1el, " " 

Jacob iiar 'lli ck, " " 

~dre'li' Gw in, " " 

9 " 

6 " 
2 " 

5st!rpson Me t hew s, " " 3 sons 

Josiah Brown, " " 6 .. 

John Sharp, " " 5 " 

'i1'111iam :')harp, .. .. 9 .. 

William r oage, .. .. 4 " 

-
John "Baxte r .. .. , 5 " 

Levi l.!oor e , " .. 6 .. 

John Bradshaw , .. " 5 .. 

Te t.~n (rof'll : }mrdesty ' s Encycl opedia . 
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\7ILLIJI':: SHl\..iti' 

William Sl1.aIP was the 
f to Hunters -

pioneer settler 0 ne 
up a permanent re3ideuce . 

ville vicinity 
anu was the firs t to open 

erected are yet visible near the 
Traces of the building he 

d from where the nountain 
neW road around the I:ountain a few ro s 

leaves the Dunmore and Huntersville Road . 
road 

1.~. SharP l ocated here in 1773 anu, saw service 
as scout 

and a soldier . 
It is believed he came here from StatUlton 1 

V .' lIe came here about the time Jame s 
AUt;Usta C01U1ty ) irgl.nl .. a • 

Lewis Senior cerne and he was f'rom near Staunton . He married 

::.arJ t~el:s . She ViaS. a very amiable person ) lived to a great 

aGe and died at the home of her son James Shurp . 

In reference to their children ) Hancy married Levi Jlioore 

Junior , I.1ar garet oarried John Kelley . lier children ,'/ere Y/illiam 

Jolm) Anthony ) l:ancy and Polly 1 Rachel) Jennie 2.Ild I~flTga:.·et ° 

.,:mOjO I:elley married Robert Sharp ) son of James Sharp and '"lent 

to Iowa . l:ary Sharp became the \':ife of Arthur Grimes and settled 

in the :1:1.115 , overlookin~ the head of Knapps Creek . 

Gal.lie Grimes married Hugb i.!cLaughlin and lived near 

·nt~r.\1V111e . One oi' her sons was Lieuten:xnt James Hickman 

Q ut1tlin \'/ho died in \'linoh ster of a rlollnd during the War in 

-. , 
11iam .... h· rp JWliol' \"/no fU10thel" !.Ion oJ: the- f!lU'1tel~ov111e 

801ot1 d in Vortlnnt Vtlllo.v 'Jld " ~. numerous !,<'ster1 ~~ is 

11 r 11 W ro JCU1 5 , ',11J.1fU:1 , Al~ undor, Jncob anl J 



Ellen , Iiancy and 

they built up a 
John, Eli~~beth , Jane , wary , ReJecca , Anna , 

._~ lie IJ\:ll:Tied Elizabeth ','!r-ddell ond 
·",-,.M . 
fine est~te out of a forest noted for the large size of i t s 

w:Unut J red o::u~ and sugar mapl e aYld re?Ied a 'r'mrthy fami l y 

111"bly reapected for their industry and good oi tizenship . 

J~es Sharp J I2.te of Beaver Creek nas another of the 

s ons of ' ... iIIiam Senior . His wife was Anne Y/addell , sister 

o!' ;.:rs . i.illiam Sharp . He opened up 2. home on Cumming I 5 Cr eek , 

e part of the Huntersville homestead j upon disposing of h i s 

T}:re""e~~ to '.'IiIliam C:=,cld.ey, llr . Sharp located on Beaver Creek 

en prenert:' l:nornl as the Janes Sharp place . He opened up an 

e=te~~ive area anu !,ros~ered in i'[orldly affairs and reared a 

""!"til;" fanily . T he names of his children were IJary Rebecca , 

• sxOlI'et :.:artba , i1ancy, Rachel, Lucinda , Ann \./. 11 , 1 i am, Jl..ndrew 

.:'a::!es . 

'.:aI'!t c:-.rried Ylilli3Jll Pyles, Rebecca became T- J 
3 :md 1i d .uTS . ames 

ve on his large l2l1d holdinf,s in the -
J_'lII Cl-rJ, of Hill b .cevels . 

5 oro "las a dauGhter 
.J'..1 . '1: C 'hrad' of James and Rebecca 

• • u er, Lrs D • a.vis J .... ennison of' 
r 8rj ..erm1aon were their d HillSboro 

"" "0" a t1na Btlt;lltcrs Each d 
fnru in tho Little LovelS ' atlghter \';as 

.\ . 

r nio, 1n."orltod and their onl,y brother 
tho hOI:lC3tead • 

• • I lD.nda 

0, 

• 

r artf'IlDl .- <onJ 0:[ tho ~ \ .... st in th(' 
ort1u \' l\'Loo' n of tl, or1e;innl. 

llt 1 t \ 

• 
18 1 

w1n) 

t Oll3'e "'l'e 



rnrtl'" I'lo.rried a l.:r . Civey of the same locality . I!::mcy Sharp 

mr.r
r1ed 

Robert Ryder and lived in the same neiGhborhood . Ann 

51" • ,.;os married to Levi Cackle:' Junior . Rachel Sharp be came 

:;,.s . Robert Gay and lived on Beaver Creek (at Beaver Creek lIIill
S

); 

their children Hamilton B. Gay upper Elk ; Sam Gay on \7illiams 

.Iiver nnd l.:rs . "illiam Jordan on Elk . 
Lucinda Sharp was marri ed 

to Jonathan Jordan near Hillsboro ; ;lilliam r.tarried Susan , a 

. a'..1fjlter of SoloClon Bussard and settled in the West . Andrew 

carried a miss Bussard . James Sharp married mary Byrns i de on 

~he Greenbrier River e t f H'll as 0 .1 sboro end settled at the old 

hO::lestead . 

i.:ir • Sharp died during the War and _. l~rs . Shar p went to 

0.1. her faJ!lily now live . . issouri where some -'" Tirs . Hanson I.'ic.Laugh-

11..Y'!. of Odessa i" · I _.J.ssourl , was her da"""l t , "'6l1 er . 

t:r and ~i.rs Sham's .bnd • ~l1,()ns r"ere Joseph and l,ii tehell . 

_ "Oc;'.ll Sharp marr' d -_. . 1e a !Jlssouri lady a d 

!oS! lirgini R. U1 a - . Clark of Hillsboro - th 
nn ... he. ' ey 

Jos~ph Sharp married 

went to Wyoming and 
• __ c. sed a laree ranch . I' S ~ . harp was 

+,.e neal th on his 1 oxge cattle ranch. 

prosperous and accumu

died three ve He , ars 
lIt:o ~ h1A ~ ... ne11y ul)enu part of their time 

,j-'om1nr: . 
on the ranch and 

p: 1n &:OTtine , 

rp ::;onior 

O
.rr""r.e",c wno 0. momber of tho Court under 

nt I \. a hi ' th Dhoriff ar tho 0 
l"IlQ\ l. \ O\Ulty I 0. con-

"''''l>or of tho 

t .... lin 
Dy"nri ltl CI I mroh, Md \\':'\:.1 

t.r1ct oorupulou tr1ut11ID1 IInI 

had amah 
~ nrlu,.~. o n 

OOtLt1.tl 

"Ill 

no" in hi" 

b1en • 
~1 uu nt 

~harD \ S 
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f ond of huntinG at the proper season , not only for sport , but 

Dotter of business , for the proceeds were useful in trad -
as a 
ing f or frunily supplies for the comfort of his home . He !lad ~ 

sensational adventure ~. As he was rettuning !lome late one 

evening J the scream of a panther just in front of him/in some 
.... 

bushe s' was.J>anther . He shot it . Another jumped on the back 

of his h orse. He finally succeeded in stpbbing it w'i th his 

hunt· m ire and killing it J after a desperate battle . He 
;n~7'l~ 

'fie = . od his horse and d oro t TO e J..8S to reach~ home ) fearing another 

attack from panthers . 

, 
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Chapter 5 

Every pioneer family gather ed enough berbs through the 

to l ost theoughout the year . These were summer and fall months ~ 

hung to the raft ers of the kitchen to dry . then'le r e used to make 

tess t04 use for illness . Some 

a nd thyme were r a i sed in their 

of these herbs such as sage , rue 

herb gardens. Many others such as 

catnip, horeh ound . fenDs l. prlvey. slippery elm a nd many others 

grew in profuSion in most secti ons of the coun ty , an d all t~e pi o 

neer women had to do was to ga t her a n d dry t hem. i 'h e v e ry fi rst 

doctors 'l'/ere these herb do c t ors, though mo s t fsmilys depended 

upon the mO~her knoVling ho, to diagn ose the case and t o know whi Ch 

tea to glv~~or that part-i-euler ailment. In almost every neighbor 
- ~ UhL+' 

hood there was at l east - on-e woman who l a Ii ttle more tik1 11ed in JT 
'.' 

the knowledge of caring for the Sick. aiding in child birth an~' 

1n acc1dent , who was called in if the family 
felt that they 

ne e de d help , and no pioneer noman ever turned a 
neighbor d oV1D. if' 

ahe ~n8 able to h elp . 'l'he re V;ere OIl s uch thi ng s 
8S ste ralized 

bon4ng1ng i n t hose days , bu t every pi ece 
of worn, ~oft. "" h i t.e 

c l.t.h 1"108 ca roful ly laundered cl!d put " 
8 1 n y in tl trunk Or b ox 

t o 'to t 11014 for the drCEsing of l'i'ounds . l:!:'.en • 
nfter t her e wer e a 

horo >ler 
o DO to l oPhoues Unti l 

4. 18 S nnd the Oa tor aoultl b o fa t on wn e 00 1 , ~ ,. . , tar r eo e on t 
o a Ti de hor e r., ~tlfa to thl rl 

·:lU tor ' , I" OGlttnn 
o ul4 •• u \e to (ha hl UO . then tho doc o::=' 

• h~rco "0 ' ride 10 
the Pritt nt l h 

, .ft r ei'ore. 
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i 1 ~.n oTlled£e he.e s ome praet cc l~a. ne~eBs8ry for e~vry f6mily t o r y hours or 
of the Dare o"r the sick, for 1 t wo uld sometime s be oen, 

i a pathetic 
d b f could be gotten. 7here 5 even &:"B 8 ore 0 doctor 

tradi t Ion thet .. 'hile John the pi oneer, was on the e:r.p McNeel. 

841t'.n to £olnt Pleasant b orn &nd d ied be iD 1784 . a child roes 

t'ore his returll . h d prepcred the coffin The mother wi th her ovm llD S 

performing the fir s t buria l and the grave , snd buried it, thus 

rites ever performed in the McNee l graveyard • 

.t'loneer chi l dr <J:J 'l".'P !"9 taught ve r.~~~ young to n J t only 

help \\'1 th the chore a , but t o meet VI i th emergaDcye that arose . 

On one occRsion when the older members of the family of William 

':cCollam of Stony Creek, were at chur ch the h ouse caught on 

fire and was consumed 'i'lith most of its conten ts. At the ti me of 

t~e burning . John . the eldest s on . was about e 1ght ~ears old; 

La~rence WBS ab!)ut t,.,o . In t-he- confusion the baby boy Seems to 

hSl"e been for,rottE:ll . and when*'JOhn asked where the lJaby VIas be 
~ ~ 

1fB6 told by one of the 11 t tle . ....Eirls the t he wes in the cradle 

asle Ep . John pressed his wey through the smot e and heat at t he 

:-!ak or h i s life, Bnd brough t his brother o·ut alive, but 
in doing 

aD both were so badly bUrned as to have Bears 
Up on their persons .. 10;.g 88 they lived. William McCollam t il 

o ed on however; re -
bailt hie b ome . oper.ed up more land d i 

, a n n the meanwhile eleven 
cb114r.n had gather ed Br ?und h i e table . At 

the time \'/hen h is Care 
leomed moe t neede d, it seemed good 

to the God h e :. 
lOY-' ·0 ~~11 hIm 6woy ~r om 8 r 

oepons l bility BO lcpor t~nt. 

• 'rho 
r ••• eon head juat Open04 .. t ho mO r ni ng was 

Such 88 t o indicate 
'l'laG He ddod t o keop t.ho k tl 

• IMay, t'~ . '.n~ 

,t. . On tt •• 41.h or e ae b 11 :1ng 
lIaruh 1018 h 

• • • hall mOrt1ir18 Prtl~'e,.r. 
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a hymn of praise to Him "he watches the sparrow v'hen it fan 

",.nt forth cheerfullY to hiS work . A large red oak t r ee 

suited to his purpose was selected , which so on bOwed end fell 

beneath his stalwar t strokes , but somebOW a limb from another 

tree in i ts reb ound smote him wi th such furiOUS force that h e ne -

ver seellled to be conscious of what happened . Though a n thi S Via . 

sudden . ~hera was no misgiving about the certainty of hiS haveg 

iog found rsst from hiS honest toilS and sffort to meet hiS 

duties . t he rest that remains for the people of Bod . He had 

le8I~ed from hiS Scotch ancestr y to sing : 

"The sword , the pestilence. or fire. 

Shall but fulfill their best desire. 

From sin end sorrov.' set t hem free. 

And br ing thy children,Lord to thee . IT 

John Vlanless 
'1''Jas noted for marrie~ Eli zabeth Bridger . She ' 

ber skill in nursing the sick , and her 
services were in demand 

!sr aod neaT . Sick people had so muchl confidence in her that 

no anger of dying_if Mrs . t.he, ecemel to think. there was d 

•• nl ••• could be hud in time . 

From---- lliatory of 

Cl t .1 tOT 

• 4 

hnJl4ngtn(t "U b 

":I pl"Qin~ , 

h 

II flro11r,Qrt .oi' or 

In hn vnll r r 

•• 
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he I.! ml ng f 
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l'OCAHO~I':'J.s,. COUlI::'1 

BEAR STOR Y 

i 
McCo~ and ~ev . Asa Shinn :IP About the year l S60, Franc B ~ 

Mcaeill went into Black Uountain t o wat ch a suck l ick fo r a 

deer. J{c(.;oy WBe 
ui t e • d i 

watching t h e l ick and 1J.clJeill waS q 

stance away fi xing camp f or the nit:;ht . J ust a s dusk waB turn

ing into night, Kc~oy heard a sti ck b~eak behind his bl ind. 

Turning be s s w a powerful big bear almost upon him . Bringing 

his set rifle i nto pl ay . he aimed to shoot the bear thr ough 

the head. Just as the gun fired t he bear jerked up h i s head 

an d the bullet struck l oll' , breaking h i s jaw. 1'b.at bear r eached 

out bie arms and embrace d the Dan i n a power ful bug. Mc Coy was 

the s trong IDaD of t h ese mowlta:ims . but a four bundred pound , 

s even fo o; bear wa s B hand ful l for even 60 mighty a man as 

he. On the other hsnd Nc Co y was a p r etty good nrm f u ll for ' -
-~ 

any ~r. The baar tr1t;$ t o bite but could not. It 'I'1a6 l uck at 

both ends of t he l in&-:-'ih,· _at he could not: b Ot _ . 1 e . fo r a bear \" 111 

no t rake ~ith h is ~bl~ind cl ews i f h e cannot grasp the 

object Ylith h i e t eeth . Out in t he laurel , over r ocks 
and f a ll;;' 

en timber , it WaB a p owerful t B ruggle ; t he bear Would no t le t 
go end the man could Dot fo r fear of a sweeping blow f r om t he 
~rout p8W~ . HcNei ll had hear d t he sho t 

8n4 went to help to 
bring in the deer , 88 he though t . 

He Wi t ne8sed n Scene few 
have beeD privi leged to eee --a t men 

8 r ong man i n th 
of ft B'l'06t. boar ahd h Ol ding hi ,.~~ e embr ace of 

e oT· .... f emaTkably We 
am.ull ch6noo ot s hoot ing th b 11 . There was 

Q Cur Without hitt! 
,1nnll, M<sUo, munogo(l t.h \. 118 the man . 

o ..,oa.r nrollnd to 
c')u1 4 "lIHIO t.h. muulo t 0 plnco ~'here MoNe!ll 

a hiG aun tlgn1 118 t 
,bo T 1 bill side n-d 

•• "Uttt 1111;7 It"ht.a ........ lchl'1 
out. or hIm . 



lumb eight . 
McNeill always snid that McCoyS appe arBllce was n P 

thes sadly 
HB WBS oovered ?'1 th bear blood and mud, and his cIa 

brlll" SBS he l/SS not hur t. 
Exce»t for scratches nnd 

llarch 28, 1937, age 66 years . 
torn . 

Asa Shinn Melleill died 

lie was the son of Jonathan McNeill of ST,agO. and his people 

sa~ bhls bear tale is a true one. 

(lAeOY people who do not knov.' Pocahontas county , do 

no t believe O~~ bear ~to~ies as true . They do not think we 

baTe as many bears as we claim to have . They do not stop to 

think thbt vast areas of the county 1s still a v/ilderness , 

Do t of v_rgin timber as f ormerly. but of undergrowth and 

laurel ~hich makes an excell ent hiding place for bears . 

Then too this is e sheep county, and~aie excellent 

food ~~r them. Too, .Jf the people did not hunt the bear 

80 r84ent~essly we ~u~d not r aise sheep .) 

For this reaeon such ~n BS l!harley Tacy, Clifford Sbarp-, -
.' -

Acos ~o6ddell, Jake Jackson, Robert Gibson, James Gibson, 

~amuel Gibeon , Ellie Dean,Ira King , Frank Rider, Forrest 

31der, Arnold Rider , rllmer Sharp, George Gay,~~rman Shaw, 

r ender an invaluable service to the eheepmen of the county 

II~ 1)erllietantly waging war on the bears . In 1932, Ellis 

I" Deen hbd 9~ head ot sheop . In the l ust a1 ht yee.rs he has 

e y &O lambs . 

III ono owo and 01'10 lurub. lionro fir. th 
8 tU15Wa r '* !fr om - -ttou6hontno ' 'J'1mc o __ Uay 1 37 

t1 _/ " " • June 6 , 194-0 



~ In pioneer times bears were acmetimes caught in bear pens, 

me de by building a pen of rather lerge logs. !l'hs front ",a6 

left open for the bear to enter. The top msde ·of logs was 

constructed so that it would fell into the pen on top of the 

bear , when he attempted to r emo ve the bait from the trigger, 

tbus secueing him umderneath. 

Smaller animals were caught ?/i th the steel trap, by snare 

end dead f alls. Poison was fes ponsib l e for the disapp~aI"ende 
of the 1":olves t almost over 'might. 

1C Dy-----~om Bruffey of Lobelia 

• 
- • . 

• 

• 
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- J;;oY 24 , I940 

Ch . 5 section Ic 

othe r occasions That Brought THem Together 

The borne of John and Sally Moore Smith on Stony Creek waS a 

could be had , by the young people , as good 1 

plece where good times 
times were known in pioneer days. Aj log rollings, woill pickings , 

fl a x scutchings nand quiltings the youngsters met, fell in love, Bnd 

did much or the ir courting. Sunday would be pr eaching or all day 

prayer meetings , when it was not de emed right and proper to thi nk 

or talk of any thing but Heaven and heavenly things . 

The gr andes t socia l ev enjs '1loul d be the weddings. These occ

urred ju st as fe s t as t he young f ol ks thought themsel ves oldt enough 

t.o go t o tbemselvvs. For A~ong time af t er the fi rst settlement of , 

this 
I ' 

count y t he inhabi tan·t os . as a rule, married young . The r e was no - --
-r d i stinction of rank 

tbe fi r s t impr ession 

and very li t tle of fO!'tune~ On these :, accounts 

of lov e resul ted i n marri age . A famil y estab11-

abnent cost but much l abor and nothing else . ~ gl ance at a pioneer 

.. 1dlng of the early 1800 ' s serv es to ma r k the manners of our for-

rather- , eod shows the grade r i 11 a C v izat lon wh i c h ha s s ucceeded 
tn~1t ru~e &ocial condition . 

At that time 8 wedding oreated a great sensation aud attracted 
ettentlon of all lho people rrom 12 to 15 miles around . This is 

.\ .ur;.rla1nF. .hen II 18 rememberod 

p r. rS " aaill" froCl ohuroh , whioh 
lhat Lills was 81 iIlost t he only 

woo nOl uLtended "'ith \.),. lObor 
Of r •• 1 10" 11 .. ro 1nV , b\11 1d1n~ 1I oehln o r bOlilO oth." labor . 



wedding. in t heir linsey 
'.l'he j)oJple cnme drensod . to the there Vle re no 

CJarSB linen. clothos. all homomade. Because , 
Most of t hem came 

!::t)rcs fr~m which t o bUY tailored thingS. 

i h Ull attached 6:i rrup f or [\ 
horse-back "11 th only a girth w t 

so lUe . Lc.t.er le£lther sedd l e s ,"ere ).In de . 

'j\ .;h J J ting match'e~ "'e re olso CQf.1f.1')n in the county . espec 

inll~' in the fall months. john Harlm",' I)n Hucl~les nOlm:a~n W'~ 
}1aSSion!.ltely fJnd of sho 'Jt ing , 1mt t he rules of his church..!.-the 

Jo1.eth :>dist ~piscopal . forbade shoo:illg' for pr1zes . A shooting . ~ = 
t:lD.tch was arranged~he neighl)OrhOod , and he uttended as a spec 

t a t :>r . The nein pri ze was a qUf!rter of becf. llear the close 

oJf t h e nO-teh n nGighbor a sl:cd lir. barlow to shoot os 8 SU1'I 

at l t u t.e f ')r ~i !:i " iir • .!:Iar I 0"'" c onsented , to ol: careful oir.! , und 

r , us go 111ng the s a ,ory piece 0: fat beef. 
.o1e r ted : he cente th i . 

l. ec::-upul E fell J "'" mCf'!'!?e!" felt honot , bl)W1d to report -t;)fl hj!;'l t o the 

Preeiliing ... ;;f!:lde r. tie 1"8. S aaked. to uppcIlT __ be:f'.orc the qunrte rly 

c:m.ter ence. for tr iol-, --'~u~~-"'t y'D S pr:'),en t hft t he shot onlv ~to--. -
Ci(.; ... ?,_ .,:lG t e 8 fr iend a nd t he cnS G '''os droppcd •. 

~enT r.unt1nu . fo" 1 e ~ t1e s ing , end the hun t:1 112 t. u:!" pcn the rs 

••• "m!! yr·r '.l:1 f')r pleoBu::-e , l ,u: pnrtl:l l· cl.;ouc:: c f , , _ a 0 ne cesSit~ 

. ;. :",0 p::')tocti on of life c.nd ... pr~pertJ. Benrs , f~x e r 

h.d; .. :11 (;ntt raro 81 plentiful 1 . p(!.nthe r ~ , 
n PJcah,)J1tos th" t 

~. 'I. __ n irp,ta1plo ':> L' it "' -:)uld 
rui co l1\"08t')Cl- erd 

I 1
.. 10 • 1 p'Jul t:o" if th 

&. •. ~ \-.0 " rill 1\11.I"!I.10 f1 ::- n\. . " .ey hUd no:> 

. r 

I 

\ . 

t-I D):ftt d1m14t"1t !.lftll "Iutd, .... 
1'1' onl vl:t' \'·Oro 1 o " 

ho lh 

1t11 fl ut 

Ql' JUII'" "t tho 

" ... '" PH n "" n;,' 1'H\ " 

\or~l 

r t ft c: \1_ 



t occasmons 

-;.. Trttinillg nnd Genoral l1uater 
dfqS ,"ere al SO gren 

to n
r.llUcs cr1pt s ent 1n 'In Dee . 

for the men of the COlUlty. He=er 

22 . lU:; 
~ Apple cuttings Ogmo into populnr1ty nfter orchards heg

an 

to benr frui t ond al\"llYS tOD)~ p1nee in~_ 'the autumn ct apple butte -t" 

&l8~~ing time . All the young people of the commW1i ty V1011ld come 

and help to pare the applos for the butter to be made the next 

day . fter the apples were all pared. refreshments 'pere served , 

and if it was not to Inte, games were played or they had a dence .. 

DaDces as the pioneer knew then. were r:hnt we kno\" as the 

s:quare or barn dance •. 'l'bey also danced the VirginiA. reel . I n the 

square denc e , figures were called and they danced to the musi c 

:::81e by the "fiddle" and the banjo. It usunlly l usted unti l 

w:>r ning . 

.JiB ] rides \'!ere--a~so pl)pular in the Ie te 1800 ' s. \ihen 

8 eOo deep SDOW fel1~me young , _ man would 'hitch up" his fath -

e r s team , pl1e the sled ul l of huy . heat some rocks to keep the 

!eet ~8rm . and toke a sled load of the neighbor bO;)1s 

privacy "l"J6S desired ride . Or if mor e • each :1oung mnn 

ahd girls rO-. 
took hjs 

\rl ~rlena in a one horae s leigh. 

~pelltng be OB "ere oY ver:, popular , too , "lill'ing the lett -

or 1800'a hn1 onrl~ l ~OO 'B. 

I d'41i(\nPI-- Oaunlly thoro "!ua n mnllnGing bOBS and tho me n 

• • h an "t- iu t.hlmtl . Alao ovary red Ot\ l" WUB U'lllsldoro d g ad 
o \:0' r"t. t.he MOIH rnrt I)llt·O "l"1U1.) U na1l1orod ohnmpl n. 

\t • • 11, :) k. plhUIl 111 t.hn U'IC'\O n1r.h t. or hI:' huel~ 1n8 • 
. 01 

qUl1l11lt "'·ere 



• 

.. dol':'O 11 or 
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